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EDITOR

. WITH Claire Inkson - OPINION

Take a break
you break ...

say things like, “What'’s a day off? I don’t
know, I'm a farmer” or “Farmers don’t
just work until the sun goes down; they work
until the job is done”.
Every time I see these, I shake my head be-
cause they seem to highlight how we glam-
orise the industry’s pressure and workload.

Ioften see memes on social media that

Taking a break can help with decision
fatigue, restore motivation, relieve stress and
prevent burnout.

Time off-farm can enhance relationships
with our significant others, create memories,
and cement bonds with our families.

Hamilton says that shorter breaks can be
just as valuable if longer holidays are off the

This publication is subject to the New These memes perpetuate the myth that table due to time constraints.
Zealand Media Council. to be a successful farmer, you have to work “Holidays are an antidote to stress, pro-
= Complaints must first be directed in yourself to the bone and that taking time out ~ moting mental wellbeing.
writing to editor@theguardian.co.nz is somehow a sign of weakness. “It may not be easy to find the time for an
o . That narrative is not only wrong, it’s dan- extended break, but this is where even a mini
» If unsatisfied, the complaint may be gerous. break can be a beneficial option.”

referred to the

Media Council, PO Box 10-879, The
Terrace, Wellington 6143 or email
info@presscouncil.org.nz

= Further detail and an online

In 2022, the ACC reported 22,630 farm-re- While it may feel like there is never a right
lated injuries. That equates to 60 farmers time to plan a holiday, scheduling a break
injured per day in New Zealand. from the farm in the calendar planned

A study conducted by Farmstrong in 2019 around non-peak times gives us something
showed that 58% of farmers with work-relat-  to look forward to, even if it’s only a short

complaints form are available at www.  ed injuries reported that stress contributed weekend getaway.
mediacouncil.org.nz to their accident, and a quarter identified We need to schedule daily and weekly
stress as a significant contributor to the breaks too.
injury. Short snippets of time-out improve our
Taking a break from the farm is vital. It quality of life and focus.
can not only improve our wellbeing but also A walk, some time with a book, kicking
make us better farmers. the rugby ball around with the kids or an at-
We welcome your letters “Breaks off the farm are a necessity, not home movie date with our partners all help
and emails, but: aluxury,” counsellor Megan Hamilton of our wellbeing.

= No more than 100 words. Heatherlea Counselling says.

= We reserve the right to edit or not publish. “Coming from a farming background
= Send all letters to:

Claire.inkson@ theguardian.co.nz

Weekly activities like a round of golf,
watching the kids’ sport, or taking up initi-
myself, I know first-hand the rewards time atives such as Surfing for Farmers or Rural

away from the farm afforded myself and Riders contribute to reducing stress levels, Gluyas Motor Group
Public Interest Te Puna my family. My husband would come home social connection and a level perspective. —est1929
Journalism Whakatongarewa / thinking more clearly, with a better perspec- Let’s stop celebrating overwork and start Ashburton
i W b3 et tive on things.” prioritising wellbeing.
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1.5 mtr FRONT LOADER BIN 3 Mtr FRONT LOADER BIN

Open top bins for property and garden clean ups, perfect for \
moving off the farm.

3 Bins already on a number of farms in the area and casual

Nrich Liquid Urea 19N is available locally at hire available

Rolleston Service Centre, Timaru Service Centre, Gilchrist «  Household and/or Garden waste Drum empty service
Brothers Rangiora and now available at Molloy Agriculture. Pty

¢ Regular Rubbish Removal Service, with many local
companies hiring our Front Loader Bins and using our
Cardboard Recycling Cages

K All provided by a Company based in Tinwald. J

Gary McCormick Transport Ltd

For more information or to place your order, get in touch with
your local Nutrient Specialist or your local store.

ballance.co.nz | 0800 222 090

PO Box 5044, Tinwald, Ashburton 7741 | Phone: 3072100 | Fax: 3072101




( : ampaign for Wool New Zealand is
defending its its ambassador ap-
pointment of Kiwi movie legend Sir

Sam Neill despite his previous “generation

of inbreeding” farmer-aimed comments.

Neil joins three other New Zealand
ambassadors at the organisation, along-
side fashion and textile designer Liz
Mitchell, architect Stephen McDougall
and commercial interiors specialist Robert
Mcfarlane. But Neil’'s appointment may
be seen as controversial in some quarters
after comments in his memoir published
in March last year took aim at his former
Christchurch high school, Christ’s College,
where he ridiculed some boarding house
students.

In the memoir Did I Ever Tell You This?,
Neill wrote: “School House was pretty
easy to remember and spell, and just as
well, because many of the boys there were
a product of product of generations of
inbreeding. Canterbury farming families,
for some reason, like to marry among their
own.

“The gene pool is very small. You would
think that a cursory examination of how
they bred their corriedale sheep would've
been helpful in this regard. Sadly no.”

Wool New Zealand general manager
Kara Biggs said Neill was an “excellent
choice” for the charity organisation, which
was funded by wool growers through a
voluntary per-kilo contribution and via
several commercial partners.

“We are grateful to Sam for stepping
up to promote New Zealand wool to his
global audience,” Biggs said.

“We are hugely positive about it and
we feel that the warm reaction from our
board, supporters and, most important-
ly, the strong wool growing community,
is testament to how well he is loved and
admired.”

Neill, who has starred in over 150 mov-
ies and television shows in a celebrated
career, was knighted in 2022

In a press release announcing his
appointment as an ambassador, Neill said
some of the best days in his life were spent
working in woolsheds as a young fellow.

“There are very few experiences you
can have that are more New Zealand by
nature. Today, I am a sheep owner, and
my suffolk sheep produce strong wool.

“Every time we shear, I am reminded
about what a great product that is - du-
rable, warm, sustainable, and biodegrad-
able, but somehow undervalued. And it
comes from happy sheep. There is nothing
like it”

GUARDIAN 3

paign for Wool defends
Neill appointment

Sir Sam Neill has been appointed Campaign for Wool New Zealand’s ambassador despite his negative
comments about Canterbury farmers in his recent memoir. PHOTO ROSS COFFEY
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stock friendly
* Insulated — roll it over the
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POLY BALE FEEDERS
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» UV stable
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he new Landpower building in

Yaldhurst was officially opened
by Associate Minister of Agricul-
ture Nicola Grigg in a ceremony
that followed at tour of the site for
Landpower customers.

With Landpower now holding

the Claas franchises previously

Il H HHH

held by Carrfields, Claas harvest-
ers and tractors were on display
for the event, and Claas chairper-
son Cathrina Claas-Miihlhduser
attended from Germany for the
opening on April 23.
Claas-Miihlh&duser was im-
pressed with the building’s func-
tionality and said that Claas and
Landpower “rely on each other”.
“Both markets are tough markets
with extremely professional and
extremely demanding customers.
“Nobody is buying a piece of
Claas equipment just because we
are a family company.
“We need to be just as techni-
cally innovative as the rest of the
crowd”

PGG Wrightson

New state-of-the-art
building open for business

Claas-Miihlh&duser said that
while neither Claas nor Landpow-
er was the biggest in the business,
they both focused on quality,
dealt with challenges and changes
within agriculture and found ways
to improve.

“My dad always said you have to
be hard-headed even if not every-
one shares your vision.

“You have to keep running to
be a leader. Development is not a
luxury; it’s not something that just
happens.”

Landpower chief executive
officer Richard Wilson said
Landpower was delighted to have
Cathrina at the opening.

“We have proudly represented

S

Claas since 1987, and our long-
term relationship has allowed
us to provide the world’s leading
machinery to our New Zealand
customers.”

Grigg said the investment in the
new building was a positive sign
for the arable sector.

“Seeing this collaboration be-
tween two family-owned business-
es on opposite sides of the world
providing our farmers and growers
with access to the world’s best
technology and service is really
encouraging.”

The facility is a one-stop shop,
combining three previous sites
across Canterbury: the Templeton
retail store, a parts distribution

Jeff Donaldson
Rural & Lifestyle Sales Consultant

M 027 265 1290
E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

centre and a support office.

The new site also includes a
training facility, an area reserved
for equipment demonstrations
and six workshop bays. A parts
centre holds over 30,000 part lines.

Company founder Herby Whyte,
who began the business nearly 55
years ago, said the building repre-
sents the next investment phase
into the company.

“I'have always had a long-term
view, and this building is our base
for the future; we will be bring-
ing more staff into the region for
training and career progression
and showing our commitment to
Canterbury agriculture’, Whyte
said.

T Jeff Donaldson

In the world of real estate, finding an agent you can truly rely on is
essential. Someone who embodies honesty, reliability, integrity, and
trustworthiness coupled with a hands-on approach. Look no further
than our esteemed real estate agent, Jeff Donaldson.

Market knowledge is key to making informed decisions.

Contact Jeff Donaldson today for a
confidential chat around your next move.

Your rural and lifestyle specialist.

www.pggwre.co.nz

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008.
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Putting the spotlight on Young Farmers

Farming is in Gisborne shepherd’s blood

Young farmers are the future of New Zealand
agriculture, so each issue we shine the spotlight
on a Young Farmers Club member. Today we have
a chat to GEORGE ELLETT.

What is the name of your
club, and how long have you
been a member?
I'm part of the Gisborne Young
Farmers Club. It’s a relatively new
club, we held our first meeting at
the end of March this year.
What has been the highlight
foryou of joining Young
Farmers? What are the bene-
fits and experiences that you
feel have helped you most?
A highlight would definitely be the
weekend trips while I was part of
the Lincoln Young Farmers. When
you've got great bunch of humans
squeezed into three vans on a
roadie going around a few different
farms talking to the managers or
farm owners about how they oper-
ate and systems in place, followed
up with a few cold beverages, it’s a
recipe for wholesome trip.
A benefit of a young farmers club
that I have found is that you not
only meet some pretty cool new

*SSAVE EXPENSIVE FEED**
SET FEED BUDGETS

All Farm Engineering Your Load Cell Specialist Servicing
all makes and models of Sllage wagons

people that have similar interests,
both in and outside of work, that
you get along well with, but there is
always something different going
on, with midweek meetings help-
ing break up the week and events,
fundraisers, or trips to look forward
too and plan.

How did you become in-

volved in agriculture?

I've always wanted to go farm-
ing from as soon as I can remem-
ber, growing up on small dairy
farm in Karaka kick-started that
dream, but have gone down the
sheep and beefroad and haven’t
looked back.

What is your job now?

I've recently started a shep-
herding role on a farm just out
of Tiniroto, about an hour from
Gisborne.

The farm is 1300ha, running
7000 ewes and 400 cows.

Throughout the farm there are
patches of native bush and pop-

Come and see us in Hinds to view or ring

Robert 027 249 1767 / 03 303 7999 |

lars/willows through most of the
gullys, with a bit of hunting in the
back few paddocks, it makes it not
a bad spot to work.
What do you think the future
of farming will look like,
and what would like to see
happening in New Zealand
agriculture going forward?
I think the pressures from outside

ENG\NEERED PERFORMANCE

Email. service@allfarmengineering.co.nz.

Philip Wareing Ltd

CONTRACTORS
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Glsborne Young Farmers club member George

EIIet says his biggest inspiration is farmers who
* have spent years developing their farms to pro-
A= AL vide world class food and fibre.

GILTRAP Buckton

views on the environmental im-
pacts of farming are going to carry
on increasing.

But the food and fibre products
that we are producing here in New
Zealand are going to be in very
high demand in overseas mar-
kets compared to other countries
because of how well our on-farm
animal health and environmental

5

systems are.

Going forward it would be great
to see wool utilised more. It's a
natural fibre that’s grown on the
land here in NZ and can be manu-
factured into so many products.

There are some cool ideas out
there, like the company Floating
Peaks creating plant pots, weed
mat protectors and pole protectors
from wool.

Creating more household prod-
ucts from wool would be awesome!

What are your future plans?

In the coming years I'm going
to carry on progressing myself and
developing my skillset and knowl-
edge. The end goal is to own and
run a beef and sheep farm.

Who has been your biggest

inspiration in agriculture,

and why?
My biggest inspiration would be
the farmers who have spent their
years of life dedicated to improving
their herds and the land that they
farm on to provide world-class
food and fibre.

Consistently showing resilience
through uncontrollable natural
events such as floods and droughts
and ever-changing rules and reg-
ulations.

UPGRADE YOUR
EXISTING LOAD CELL
SYSTEM TO THE NEW
HUSTLER APP BASED
WIRELESS SYSTEM.

All your staff can run your
Load cell system from their

phones

nucniosn Jf HUSTLER' |

Farm

Engineering:
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* Precision Nitrogen Sowing

* Log Cartage
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* Silo Storage

» Cool Storage
» Stock Cartage
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The woolshed is filled with
artworks by Corina Hazlett

and her students.

PHOTOS CLAIRE INKSON

GUARDIAN

The back of the woolshed still
has the original stands and |
pens, and Hazlett often takes
students through to show
them how a woolshed works.

g
1t

North Canterbury woolshed
built over 100 years ago has a
new lease of life as an art studio.
Children and adults from all
over North Canterbury are coming
through its doors to brush up on
their art skills under the skilled eye
of artist Corina Hazlett.
Hazlett and husband Jim bought
the property in 2013.
The couple developed the park-
like gardens and renovated the
homestead, which was initially built

as a farm cottage in 1882.

“This property had a woolshed,
and I thought I could convert that
and have a space not in the house.

“I started with just one or two
adult classes and one children’s
after-school class.

“It just grew from there, and now
I have around eight classes a week
and have a massive waiting list,”
Hazlett says.

The woolshed retains much of its
rustic charm despite being lined,

ro. .
VISION
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RURAL AND FARM
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painted and insulated, and with a
heat pump to keep students warm.

“It’s an old woolshed, so it’s still
got that wool smell.

“It’s even got possums and I don’t
hide any of that.

“We even had a possum come
through the roof during a teenager’s
class.”

Situated in Balcairn, the woolshed
is surrounded by farmland, which
Hazlett said adds to the appeal for
students.

“T've been so close to hiring
something more accessible in town,
but people love coming out to the
country.

“People are fascinated with the
view and seeing sheep and cattle
running around.

“I take that for granted, coming
from a farm.”

With the front of the building con-
verted to a studio, the back is still a
working woolshed with the original
stands.
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space”

“I often take the kids out the back
and show them what it looks like,
where they shear the sheep and
where they go out.

“It’s giving them an understand-
ing, and I love that as well”

Hazlett says that while the
woolshed has been repurposed,
its new life as a studio means itisa
piece of history being preserved.

“If we can use it, it’s kind of being
looked after; otherwise, the whole
thing would probably fall down.”

Hazlett has her roots firmly plant-
ed in the country, having grown up
on a sheep and beef farm in Omihi.

She gravitated towards art after
following in her mother, Glenys
Crofts’ footsteps, who also painted.

A passion turned into a career
when Hazlett and her husband Jim
were farming in Waiau.

She was looking for a way to earn
extra income while still being avail-
able for the couple’s three children,
who were then in primary school.

Since then, her art has been
showcased in exhibitions around the
country.

In addition to her standard art
classes, she has worked with the
Department of Corrections, teaching
art in prisons and running art thera-
py classes for children.

“What I love about children is that
they haven’t been educated into
thinking something they are creating
is wrong. They just think everything
is fabulous.

“I'love that for children with disa-
bilities or have gone through trauma,
it gives them a safe voice, and so
they can draw from their subcon-
scious and can paint what they are
feeling”

Hazlett says that while some
people feel nervous about picking
up a brush and learning to create
art, there is no wrong way to paint,
and it’s important to relax and enjoy
the process and not be too critical of
your work.

“It’s up to me to put people at
ease, to help people put the fun in
it and not to be judgemental about
their work.

“We can all be critical of ourselves
and I don’t think you ever grow out

We are now offering application of your liquid
fertiliser using our new Tow and Fert Multi 4000 unit.

* Reduces the amount of fertiliser lost into the

environment

¢ Reduces the amount of fertiliser you require, saving

you money

e Large tank capacity makes light work of a large job.

FERTILISER SPREADING

On-time, quality service — talk to us today.

BULK, GENERAL & CONTAINER CARTAGE

Ph 24hr 308 7772

Corina Hazlett grew up on
a farm in Omihi, and was
inspired by her mother, also
an artist.
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of that.

“The best thing about art is that it’s
subjective and puts everyone on a
level playing field.

“You don’t need to be sporty or
academic. Anyone can create art.”

Hazlett’s works tend to be abstract,
with what she calls a touch of real-
ism and are colourful and bold.

“Ilove colour; that’s probably why
I've gone down the acrylic route
instead of watercolour or oil.

“Ilike the quick dry of acrylics and
Ilike to mix mediums up.”

Hazlett’s husband, Jim, who owns
JEH Grazing and Livestock, supports
her work but does not share her
passion for creating art.

“We had a family paint and sip
over lockdown. It was so much fun,
but that’s the only time he has ever
picked up a paintbrush. He’s not that
creative.”

“His business is ticking over and
growing; he’s really busy with that.”

Hazlett will be one of four guest
speakers at a Hurunui Landcare and
Refill Your Cup event at the Omihi
Community Hall on May 29.

GUARDIAN

Fitness guru and entrepreneur Kate Ivey will be one of four speakers at

the refill Your Cup Event.

PHOTO SUPPLIED

Refill Your Cup comes
back to Hurunui

By CLAIRE INKSON
CLAIRE.INKSON@THEGUARDIAN.CO.NZ

n event hosted by Refill
AYour Cup and the Hurunui
Landcare Group is being

held to give Hurunui women a
chance to take a break from on-
farm pressures and connect and
network.

“It’s a chance for people to
get out, listen to inspirational
speakers and catch up with their
neighbours and friends,” event
organiser Bridget Radford says.

The event will be held at the
Omihi Community Hall on May
29 and is a collaboration be-
tween Refill Your Cup, which was
set up in 2018 to create events
for rural women who often take
on the emotional burden when
things are tough on the farm, and
the Hurunui Landcare Group.

This year’s event will feature
four keynote speakers: fitness

guru and entrepreneur Kate
Ivey, agricultural economist and
consultant Carla Muller, artist
Corina Hazlett, and rural general
practitioner Anthea Prentice.

The event will be free, running
from 9:30 to 2 p.m. to coincide
with school pick-ups for busy
mothers, and will include a
catered lunch.

Radford said that with the
challenges facing the primary
sector, both groups felt anoth-
er event aimed at women was
needed.

“With production prices and
high interest rates, it’s pretty
tough at the moment.

“It’s not just the drought.

“So this an opportunity for
some positivity in these tough
times.”

The event is open to every-
one. To register, email admin@
hurunuilandcaregroup.co.nz

GRAIN DRYING — STORAGE

162 Melcombe Street, Tinwald, Ashburton
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www.wilsonbulktransport.co.nz
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WITH Duncan Humm, NZ Farming - OPINION

Southern style tech and innovation

invited down to Gore recently
to attend Thriving Southland’s
AgriTech and Innovation Day.

The event bought together over
300 farmers and a stack of exhibi-
tors to learn about tools and ideas
to help farmers keep moving their
businesses forward or inspire some
fresh thinking by seeing some in-
novative tech in action and hearing
from people at the cutting edge or
leading in their respective fields.

I was most interested to hear
from Mike Casey aka The Electric
Orchardist who is on a mission to
make his Cromwell cherry orchard
fully electric, among a few other
farm level innovations.

Unfortunately, he had to do his
presentation via zoom as his flight
was cancelled. However, it was
really interesting to delve into the
economics of his farm and how

Ihad the opportunity to be

FOR ALL

going electric was now proving
itself to be a viable reality, particu-
larly when it came to locking in
some certainty-of-future energy
costs and resilience by not being as
reliant on the national grid or fossil
fuels to operate.

Leading on from what’s happen-
ing on their own farm Mike is part
of a group called Rewiring Aotea-
roa, that is providing some great
leadership and advocacy to policy
makers that will hopefully help
unlock new earning potential for
farmers who might be in a position
to export some surplus energy into
the grid and profit from peak de-
mands when spot pricing is high.

As Mike pointed out there are
a few barriers that could be easily
broken down so anyone exporting
to the grid is paid properly when
they do, or even open up oppor-
tunities for community sharing of

TYRE
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power, which would also give rural
areas greater energy resilience
while also driving down the cost of
energy to consumers.

The big take away though was
the point Mike made that on-farm
energy generation could meet the
projected increased demand for
New Zealand basically without
having to invest any more mon-
ey into poles or wires, which is
estimated to be over $8000 per
household if we carry on down the
path of large-scale power stations
many miles from where power is
consumed.

Food for thought!

Between showers of cold
southern rain there were some
experienced drone operators there
demonstrating the capabilities of
the latest agricultural machines,
quite a few large options for spray-
ing and spreading and, along with

smaller drones for photography,
surveying and the appealing bark-
ing drone for mustering livestock
that is about the same price as a
half decent huntaway!

The operators were really good
to talk to about their operational
practicalities and limitations while
they showed them flying.

As someone that uses a pretty
common consumer drone around
the farm, it was really thought-pro-
voking as to what might be possible
in the near future.

Following on after a great lunch
was a panel discussion on GMOs
that was quite timely given there’s
legislation being drafted to liberal-
ise them here in New Zealand.

I was hoping to hear and report
on some reasoning as to why it
will be of benefit to farmers and
our country, but didn’t come away
convinced the opportunities would

make farming any easier or, most
importantly, vastly more profitable
behind the farm gate.

To wrap up the day, a farmer
panel chaired by Kate Scott and
consisting of myself, Corrigan Sow-
man and James Goodwin talked
about the key drivers of the hows
and whys we all look for with the
technology we choose to utilise in
our lives and businesses, the com-
mon theme was making it work for
us to achieve better life balance for
our families and to help us progress
things like farm succession by con-
tinuing to innovate and stay viable.

I can’t congratulate the Thriving
Southland team for putting on such
a great event, I highly recommend
keeping an eye on their website
and socials as they publish content
from the day and showcase all the
other cool things they have going
on.

WHAT
WE DO

< Rollers
< MFS
< Silos

<» Drying
Floors
< Augers

Tyre General
Christchurch

03 348 8422

Alexandra Tyre Centre
T/A Beaurepaires CROMWELL
03 440 2070 ALEXANDRA

Neumanns Tyre
Services Ltd - 24hrs

03 308 6737

Tyre General Temuka

03 615 8736

INVERCARGILL

General Tyres
Dunedin - 24hrs

03 455 2005

Southland Tyre
Centre (1998) Ltd

03 218 6904

FTI Tyres Gore

03 208 8110

TYREGENERAL

* Kk Kk &k K&
www.tyregeneral.co.nz

NEUMANNS

www.neumannstyres.co.nz

Ph. 03 3027305
E-mail. admin@relgroup.co.nz
Web: www.relgroup.co.nz

REL

GROUP

INTEGRATED FARMING SOLUTIONS

South Island Wide - Ph 0800 484 725




CAROLYN JONES
V/ET SouTH
Good dental health is as im-
portant for horses as it is for
people (arguably even more so).

Their teeth are constantly
erupting and, if they wear in an
uneven way, sharp edges can
occur, causing painful abrasions
and ulcers in the mouth. These can
lead to difficulty eating, resulting
in a loss in condition, or they may
start resisting the bit and becoming
more difficult to ride.

To help prevent these problems
from happening, regular dental
check-ups are necessary. While the
prospect of going to a dentist can
be daunting (for horses and owners
alike), getting your horse’s teeth
done can be a stress-free experi-
ence.

VetSouth’s equine team says
reducing stress for both owner
and horse is key to making horse
dentals go smoothly. Home visits
are a great way to reduce stress for
your horse.

“Visiting your horse at their own
home, using precision equipment,
and carefully sedating them (just
enough to make them slightly
sleepy) are some of the ways vets
can help to keep your horse re-
laxed,” Grace Reed, equine vet from
VetSouth, said. “Or you can bring
your horse into our purpose-built
facilities at the clinic where we have
experienced technicians to assist
with dental examinations.”

She explains that during a dental
exam, a full mouth oral speculum
is used to safely open your horse’s
mouth, before it is rinsed out with

Grace Reed working hard to make sure
Quantum has a comfortable mouth.
PHOTO SUPPLIED

an antiseptic solution to wash out
bits of grass or other feed, giving
the vet a clear view.

They then use lights and mirrors
to see the inside of your horse’s
mouth from all angles - examining
their teeth, gums and the inside of

your horse’s cheeks.

To reduce sharp points, they
use motorised power equipment
(known as a powerfloat). This pre-
cision equipment fits comfortably
into your horse’s mouth and is qui-

et, so it causes minimal discomfort.

GUARDIAN
Keeping your horse’s mouth happy

VetSouth recommends getting
your horse’s teeth checked every
six to 12 months depending on
their age, dental history and oral
conformation. This can be done at
the same time as their annual vac-
cinations or at your horse’s annual

9

health check.

If your horse has regular dental
checks, you can be sure their
mouth is comfortable, meaning
they will get full nourishment from
their feed and be comfortable with
the bit when you are riding them.

MarTIN
\W AKEFIELD LTD

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

mm=s= RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES =

Benchmarking ® Bookkeeping/accounting
e Budgeting ® Business Start-up
e Cash Flow Forecasting ¢ Financial Planning
¢ Financing ® Monitored Business Performance
e Office Duties ® Payroll Services
¢ Portfolio Management
e Software Solutions e Strategic Planning

Farm
Maintenance

We've been getting things
Done Right for decades by
always stepping up to the
plate and getting it right
the first time, every time.

DAIRY LANEWAYS

messssssm— \\/E WORK WITH me—

DRAIN CLEANING

RUT BUSTING

Figured

'
O Rc{%%{wmanager @ - \

TRACKS & YARDS

DRAINAGE & MORE

03 687 7122

Level 1, 26 Canon Street, Timaru
Fax: 03 684 8558 - reception@martinwakefield.co.nz

www.martinwakefield.co.nz

Tarbotton
Land & Civil

tarbotton.co.nz
03 307 7065
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Stars of the photoshoot please

Rural Guardian and Royal Canin are excited to announce the winners of
the Working Dog Photography Competition.

We had some fantastic entries! Thanks to everyone who entered.
Special thanks also to our judge Kerry Chittock.

Winners will receive a 20kg bag of Royal Canin Energy 4800.

BEST WORKING DOG ACTION SHOT: .

X Kilworths
Maximise yield

- = A Kilworths Insurance Plan will minimise risk in the areas of:
w I t h SY Deﬁ a n t ¢ Farmers & Rural Risk Protection

# Personal Risk Protection
¢ Business Risk Protection

Grow with us # KiwiSaver

For over 50 years we’ve been bringing a personal approach to
insurance and investment. Your security is assured with the best
products available for your situation.

We can help you maximise your feed wheat yields with NEW cultivar We provide comprehensive options to protect your

SY Defiant. Defiant by name and defiant by nature, it has excelled in family, f?rmmg & busme.ss oPerat'?“ B and_we can
FAR trials for disease resistance alongside high yield. You can rest assured work_W|th you to establish a_fundmg s?IUtlon for
SY Defiant has been rigorously bred by world leaders Syngenta, then succession of the next generation of family members.

developed and tested here for the New Zealand market by Cropmark.

We're in the ideal sowing window from now till mid-July!
Get yours in the ground today.

PH: 03 307 8000 | Level 2, 73 Burnett St, Ashburton

Y4
Give your Cates agronomist a call Cates -
0800 900 308 | cates.co.nz ° Scott Kilworth: 021 228 0016 | James Cochrane: 027 333 5621

New Zealand's Seed Specialists

kilworths.co.nz/insurance/rural-insurance
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Sta n d u p BEST WORKING DOG ON A FARM VEHICLE: SARAH GILBERT

BEST WORKING DOG WITH A HANDLER: KARINA ANNEAR

Supporting businesses through expert
advice, easy to use admin toolkits, and short
courses is what we do.

If you would like to understand how we can support
your business - get in fouch with Jason MacRae our
Mid Canterbury business advisor who will organise @
confidential, no obligation conversation.

Jason MacRae
Business Advisor - Mid Canterbury

027 5760771
jasonm@businesscanterbury.co.nz

GUARDIAN 11

Popular topics include:
« Team building
. Health and safety
« Human resources and
capability.

- Business
. Canterbury

Our Chamber of Commerce
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The Ultimate Kiwi Pie - P14
A elassy step back in time - P16-17
Off the beaten track - P18-19

Th_is
Winter

Wrap up in a warm coat or
create a designer dress and step
out in your own unique style.
Made by you, for you. Creativity
feeds the soul and mind!

Coating Fabrics Burnout Velvet Stretch Velvets

TlMAQ_U SE\A”NC[ CENTRE 158 Stafford Street, Timaru | 03 688 6764 | www.timarusewing.co.nz f
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Clifftop escape

Claire
Inkson

RURAL
EDITOR

Woodpecker Hut sits on a five-
acre bush-clad property on
the West Coasts’ Great Coast high-
way, halfway between Greymouth
and Westport.

The hut, owned by Liz Hender-
son and Sonia Minnaar, co-found-
ers of Canopy Camping Escapes,
remains one of the company’s
most popular destinations.

“We get domestic guests
throughout the year, with an
increase in international guests
through the summer and shoulder
seasons,” Henderson says.

The hut was built in 2015 over
the course of a year by a West
Coast builder Henderson describes
as “areal craftsman’”.

“We used lots of recycled timber
and materials from Christchurch
buildings that were demolished in
the earthquakes.

“We think this gives the hut lots
of personality.”

Woodpecker Hut consists of two
huts, joined by a covered outdoor
kitchen.

The hut is rustic and cosy, with
waney edge weatherboard and a
native timber lining.

Woodpecker Hut is the perfect

place for a winter getaway. One of
the rooms is a bedroom featuring
a king-sized bed and views of the
ocean, and the other is a lounge
with a wood-burning stove.

An alpine wood-fired hot tub off
the deck is perfect for a night-time
soak and the bathroom consists
of a hot shower, sink and flushing
toilet, with hot water supplied by
gas califont.

With its clifftop location, the hut
is not suitable for children, but is
ideally suited to couples wanting a

" Book your FREE assessment today

with a bird’s eye view

- T ——— P

Above - Woodpecker Hut is self-ca-
tering, with an outdoor kitchen.
Left - Woodpecker hut is on a 5
acre, bush clad property on the
West Coasts’ Great Coast Highway.
Below - An alpine hot tub is perfect
for a night-time soak.

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

romantic weekend away.

For those wishing to explore or
go out for dinner instead of self-ca-
tering in the hut, Punakaiki, the
site of the Pancake Rocks, is a short
seven-minute drive away.

The hut is connected to mains
power, and while there is cell-
phone coverage, there is no wifi.

“It’s a chance to reconnect with
nature through beautiful sur-
roundings and slow down through
experiences like a hot tub under
the stars,” Henderson said.

For the largest of veins. o Covered by most health insurers.

No Surgery. » Endovenous Laser Ablation, Venaseal
No time off work. or by Sclerotherapy.

e Christchurch, Dunedin & Queenstown

Transform

Appearance Medicine and Laser Clinics Ltd

Walk in and walk out.

0800 256 654

www.transformclinic.co.nz

ASBESTOS REMOVAL

Call the professionals for removal of ashestos materials:

e textured ceilings
e flooring
o soffits

Ph 0274 324 878 or 03 389 9650
City Salvage Contractors

Licenced Ashestos Removalists - Members of the NZ Demolition and Ashestos Association

e roofing
e claddings
.. and more.

www.citysalvage.co.nz




Make yourself the

ULTIMATE KIWI PIE

Filling

5009 Quality Mark beef steaks cut into
3cm pieces, eg cross-cut blade steak
2T seasoned flour (a simple seasoned
flour is made with flour, salt and pepper.)
5009 pumpkin seeds removed, peeled
and chopped into 2cm chunks

1 onion, chopped

1 carrot, sliced

1/2 C red wine

1 C beef stock

1/2 4009 can chopped tomatoes in juice
1 bay leaf

1T red wine vinegar

259 butter, softened

2T white flour

Pastry

2 sheets short crust pastry

2 sheets puff pastry

Egg wash

1egg yolk

1T milk

To make filling:

- Preheat the oven to 160°C.

- Roll the beef in seasoned flour.

- Heat a frying pan over medium-high
heat, add a dash of oil and brown beef in
batches.

- Transfer beef to an ovenproof casserole
dish as you go.

- Lower the heat and add another dash of
oil to the pan.

- Add the onion and cook until soft, then
add the pumpkin and carrot slices.

- Pour in the red wine, allow to bubble and
reduce slightly.

- Add the stock and tomatoes and stir well.

Season.

- Add to the casserole dish with the bay
leaf.

- Cover meat with a piece of baking paper,
cut to fit.

- Cover with lid and cook for 2%z hours,
until the beef is tender.

- Remove from the oven and thicken the
sauce with a small amount of butter and

-
Accommopation Unims

Options from 9m to 12m lengths built to your requirements

ertified

SEOBLN

COLLSON

flour paste (mix together 259 softened
butter with 2 tablespoons flour until you
have a paste).

Discard the bay leaf, add a splash of red
wine vinegar and leave beef to cool com-
pletely.

To assembile:

Preheat the oven to 190°C.

Place the shortcrust pastry sheets, one
on top of the other, and roll a little more
to fit a 23cm pie tin, leaving the over-
hang.

Lightly prick the base with a fork.

Spoon in the cooled filling.

Brush the edge of the pastry with egg
wash.

Roll flaky pastry out to fit pie.

Place the pastry top on, cut away excess
pastry and crimp the edges.

Make a few slits in the top with a knife for
the steam to escape.

Brush the top with egg wash and place in
the oven.

Cook pie for 45 to 50 minutes until the
pastry is well browned and the filling
piping hot.

Slow cooker option

Cut beef, pumpkin and carrot into 2.5cm
pieces.

Finely chop 1 small onion.

Roll the beef in seasoned flour and brown
in oiled pan.

Place chopped vegetables and bay leaf in
the preheated slow cooker and stir.

Add the beef.

Combine the wine, 1/2 C beef stock and
crushed tomatoes, season and pour over
the beef and vegetables.

Cook on low for 8-9 hours or on high for
41/2to 51/2 hours.

Thicken with a little butter and flour
paste if necessary.

Follow instructions in To assemble to
create the pie.

Recipe Kathy Paterson,
courtesy of Beef + Lamb NZ

e

DELUXE SPECIFICATIONS:
e Superior Insulation

¢ Double Glazed

e Ensuite Bathroom

* Gas Hot Water

e Portable Steel Chassis

* Towbar & Wheels Option

* PRICES FROM $90K +GST

¢ SIZES 10m - 12m Lengths

¢ 1,2 AND 3 BEDROOM OPTIONS

Magnesium and

ﬂ-[y}?ertension

he Women’s Health Study is

one of the most influential &%

medical studies. This followed
nearly 30,000 Female Health
professionals who are over
45. It is still going now
after 30 years. One of
the many observations
was the relationship
between Magnesium and
Hypertension (high blood
pressure). The study showed
that Magnesium intake
was inversely related &
to hypertension;
that those with low
Magnesium had
higher chances
of developing
hypertension.
Indeed, it seems as
if Magnesium can
help many conditions
including cramp, heart
rhythm, mood, sleeping any
many more.

This should not surprise because
of the special role of Magnesium in
governing muscles and nerves. Calcium
1s the mineral that causes muscles to
work and nerves to carry impulses.
Magnesium helps return muscles and
nerves to a resting state.

How does Magnesium help
hypertension? Our blood vessels have
a special type of muscle called smooth

: ;'_-'n'g‘ S £

muscle. Just as Magnesium
. deficiency can cause
&, cramp or tightness
2 in our skeletal
. muscles, so low
Magnesium causes
. smooth muscle
to lose its natural
suppleness. This
can impede blood
flow and forces
the heart to pump
harder to circulate
blood.
The main mechanism
is that Magnesium is a
powerful calcium channel
blocker (many hypertension
medications are calcium
channel blockers). This
allows the smooth muscle in
& blood vessels to relax thus
. allowing for enhanced blood
flow.
The challenge is to get the
right forms of Magnesium in the
right doses. My preference is to use
three different forms of Magnesium:
Natural marine Magnesium from
sea water, well proven Magnesium
Citrate and probably the most effective,
Magnesium glycinate. We then need
to get the right doses. This is where
1-a-day supplements can be difficult
as you cannot modify the dose. My
Magnesium has a dosage range of
1-4 capsules so can be customised to a
person’s needs.your needs.

A

John Arts (B.Soc.Sci, Dip Tch, Adv.Dip.Nut.Med) is a nutritional medicine practitioner and

founder of Abundant Health Ltd. For questions or advice contact John on 0800 423559 or
email john@abundant.co.nz. Join his all new newsletter at www.abundant.co.nz.

Abundant Health
Magnesium Triple

What is Magnesium Triple?

This is a blend of 3 highly bioavailable forms of
Magnesium for rapid absorption and better resuilts.

+ Marine Magnesium

Dietary Supplement

121 mg

* Magnesium Glycinate 240 mg

+ Magnesium Citrate

258 mg

How can Magnesium Triple help?

BEST BUY!

+ These high grade forms of Magnesium are quickly absorbed

to get rapid benefits

$82.95 for 2 bottles

post-free or

1 bottle $43.95
plus $5.99 postage
Each bottle has
120 capsules,
approx 2 months’
supply per bottle.

It is ideal to help relax sore or tight muscles
Can help with restful sleep

To help with PMS related tension

Helps muscles recover after exercise
Supports healthy heart rhythm

John Arts comments:

“Abundant Health rapid absorption Magnesium Triple can really
help tight or stressed muscles and for a good night’s sleep. The 3
different forms of Magnesium mean you get fast results. The normal
dose is 2 before bed.” (John Arts, Founder, Abundant Health Ltd)

Caution: Adult use only. High doses of magnesium can cause diarrhoea and may interact with

Abundant Health

some medications. If in doubt see your health care practitioner before use.

AFFORDABLE Building & Display site:

35 Anchorage Road, Hornby, Christchurch
Ph. Pete Sturgeon 0212226680 or Gerard Faye

ACCOMMODATION UNITS 027808217 « Email pete.hiab@gmail.com

TO ORDER PHONE 0800 423 559

Or order online at www.abundant.co.nz
Abundant Health Ltd, PO Box 8348, Cherrywood 3145
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CLAIRE.INKSON@THEGUARDIAN.CO.NZ

ust over an hour from Ashburton, Mt Potts
ILodge is a hidden gem in the crown of
Mid Canterbury.

Nestled beneath the ruggedly beautiful
Potts Range, the lodge provides the perfect
place to unwind and get away from it all.

“When you get to the top of the hill, it’s
this big wide vista that just blows you away,’
lodge manager Jen Hussey said. “It surprises
people how it’s such a wide open space with
beautiful braided rivers.”

Hussey, who runs Mt Potts Station with
husband Scott, recently took over manage-
ment of the lodge and is looking forward to
sharing the spectacular location with guests.

2
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Escape into LOTR t

“It’s a magical place; it’s just beautiful,”
Hussey said.

Accommodation is comfortable and cosy,
with options for families, corporate events
or romantic getaways for couples.

Two houses, Silver Birch Cottage and Stag
Hill Cottage, provide fully self-contained op-
tions that are perfect for families or groups.

The lodge’s flagship accommodation
is seven semi-self-contained hotel-style
studios.

Each studio has underfloor heating
to keep guests warm on crisp winter
nights and a deck that allows spectacular
high-country views of the Two Thumb
Mountain range.

Rustic bunkrooms provide a comfortable

level

ELECTRICAL

STANDOUT
TRADE
SERVICES

LEVELELECTRICAL.NZ

People are at the heart of everything we
do, and nothing is more important to us
than the health and wellness of our
people, our clients, and our community.

With a firm commitment to excellence, we pride ourseves on
delivering exceptional service talored to meet the unigue
heeds of our clients. Backed by the strong Bayleys brand,
renowned for its nationwide presence and reputation, we
ensure that everything is done with professionalism, integrity

and expertise.

Whether you’re buyng or selling, you can trust the Bayleys
Mid Canterbury team to provide the highest level of service
and achieve the best results for your real estate endeavours.

Bayleys Ashburton
03 307 7377

Bayleys Methven
03 303 3093

WHALAN AND PARTNERS LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

=Y\ AW W ALTOGETHER BETTER

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

but affordable third option for guests, and
powered and unpowered campsites are also
available for those wanting a truly outdoor
escape.

There is plenty for guests to see and do
during their stay.

Mount Sunday, a 40-minute walk or
five-minute drive from the lodge, is a popu-
lar attraction for Lord of the Rings fans, with
the rocky outcrop being the filming location
for Edoras in the movie.

The Ashburton Lakes are a short 10-min-
ute drive from the lodge, and the Rangitata
River is a dream for keen fishermen looking
to catch trout.

The landscape is well suited to horse rid-
ing, with horses available to ride at the lodge
or for guests to bring their own.

For those more interested in hiking,

erritory
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guests can take in the landscape on foot,
with trails up Mount Potts, Mount Sunday,
or the Ashburton Lakes.

The original Mt Potts woolshed was
converted into a cozy and rustic lodge in the
1960s.

It now operates as a restaurant and bar
open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner Tues-
day through Sunday.

“People walk up Mount Sunday, then they
can come back and have coffee and cake or
a meal. We offer breakfast for those up early
to watch the sunrise,” Hussey said.

The lodge restaurant also takes bookings
for weddings, corporate functions, and spe-
cial events such as Mid-Winter Christmas
dinners.

“It's a majestic place, especially in winter
when it snows; it’s incredible.”

mtpottsstation@gmail.com |

Mt PoTTS

— Take a breath, take refuge, 50
-~ _scenery, and replenish yoursou

303-9060 |

www.mtpotts.co.nz
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apanui Road in Christchurch is

home to some of the city’s most
beautiful historic homesteads, and
Merivale Manor is no exception.

Once the family home of one of
the city’s early settlers, the manor is
now boutique accommodation. The
main house features 10 period-style
suites for those wishing to escape to
the garden city.

“It’s got a good feel to it; you walk
in and you feel comfortable,” manag-
er Gin Leslie says.

“It doesn’t feel pretentious at all””

The manor, built in 1882, was
designed by esteemed architect
Samuel Farr.

Farr was the architect behind
some of Christchurch and Canter-
bury’s most iconic buildings, such
as Christchurch Normal School, and
homesteads such as the Glenmark
Estate, which, like many buildings of
the era, was destroyed by fire.

Merivale Manor has survived
two fires since its construction and
escaped the Christchurch earth-
quake with relatively minor damage
thanks to previous restoration work
completed in 2004.

Known initially as Domus Tex-
torum, the manor was then named

Te Wepu by owner Henry Webb,
a Maori transliteration of Webb, a
common practice at the time.

Webb, whose business had failed
in Australia, moved to New Zealand
to take over management of his wife
Augusta’s family-owned shipping
company, Peacock and Co.

The couple initially settled in
Lyttelton, where Webb served as a
member of the Canterbury Provin-
cial Council and a local member of
parliament.

In 1881, he purchased what was
originally a 50-acre farm block on
Papanui Road, a popular area for the
city’s prominent citizens, to build a

homestead for the couple’s growing
family.

The original eight-bedroom
house was built in Farrs’ signature
Italianate style, with architectural
embellishments and a wrap-around
verandah with ornate detailing.

Webb remained actively involved
in the community until his retire-
ment in 1893 and lived at Te Wepu
until he died in 1901.

Following his death, his wife
Augusta subdivided the property,
eventually selling the house in 1911.

Between 1911 and 2004, the
building spent most of its life as a
boarding house.

In the 1950s, it lost its road front-
age when a brick house was built in
front, which stood until its demoli-
tion in around 2003.

In 2004, restoration was begun
on the homestead. Over the years,

FUNTRALS

... because memories last forever

How do you hope to be remembered?

Call youwr only locally
owned funeral home today. |

22 Moore Street Ashburton

0800 263 6679

www.memoryfunerals.nz

Jo Metcalf

additions to accommodate boarders
were removed, and the house’s origi-
nal footprint was restored.

New studio rooms were built on
the property adjacent to the drive-
way, and in 2005, the building was
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opened as Merivale Manor.
Owners Wayne and Karen Peat,
an interior designer, bought the
business in 2014.
Since then, the house has been

braces the building’s heritage.

Managers Phil and Gin Leslie have
been caretakers of the property for
five months while the Peats run a
retreat in the North Island.

Far left (P16) - Merivale Man-
or was known as Te Wepu
when occupied by the Webb
family, who built the house in
1882. PHOTO SUPPLIED

Main photo - Merivale Manor

was restored in 2004 to its

e iR original footprint, and in keep-
LL ing with its era.

PHOTO CLAIRE INKSON

| (T P17 photos - The inside has
i, : \ been lovingly restored too.

U PHOTO CLAIRE INKSON

mill hotel,” Phil said. “It’s got all of
Karen'’s knick-knacks, flowers and
ornaments. People just look around
it and feel at home.

Maintenance of such an old build-
ing is a constant labour of love.

“One day you're the plumber, the
next day you are the sparky, then
you're the builder or the landscaper.

“We have a good schedule though
and we try to keep to that.”

A short walk to Merivale Mall,

Gin said Merivale Manor is popular
with visiting farmers looking for a
break or with children at the nearby
boarding schools.

“We get a lot of retired farmers
from down south and people visiting
family in hospital because it’s so
close to St Georges.”

With so many heritage buildings
lost to the Christchurch earthquake,
fire, or simply the ravages of time,
Merivale Manor is a precious slice
of Canterbury history that guests are
lucky enough to experience first-

|

hand.

“It doesn’t feel like a run-of-the-

redecorated with a charm that em-

WELLINGTON OR
CHRISTCHURCH, DIRECTTO
CHATHAM ISLANDS

Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand’s most remote and unique
places. The Chatham Islands are the closest most New Zealanders can
get to international travel without packing their passport.

Tour #53 (Incorporating the 2024 Festival of Science)

Tue 13th Aug 2024, depart Wellington 1:00pm - arrive 3:30pm (CI time)
Tue 20th Aug 2024, depart Chathams 8:30am - arrive Wellington 9:45am

Tour #54 (Incorporating the 2024 Festival of Science)

Wed 14th Aug 2024, depart Christchurch 1:00pm - arrive 3:45pm (CI time)
Wed 21st Aug 2024, depart Chathams 8:30am - arrive Christchurch 10:00am
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IK-MC0

All inclusive costing per person X Christchurch or Wellington.

SINGLE shared facilities .........ccoooemeeeeiiieeeeeeeeeee e $4.455  EEEe e
TWIN / DOUBLE With @NSUIte ...covvveeeeeeeeeeeeee e $4,555
SUPERIOR SUITES ... $4,655

Make up your party now and take advantage of your
preferred accommodation while availability lasts.

CHATHAM
ISLAND
9 TOURS 201411D

Phone: (03) 249 8294 [ Follow us on Facebook
Email: chathamislandtours@gmail.com
Web: www.chathamislandtours.nz
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Rgckwood Station, located

ear the sleepy township of
Windwhistle, in Selwyn, is just
over an easy one-hour drive from
Christchurch airport.

A working 567-hectare sheep and
beef property running 3300 rom-
ney ewes and 150 angus cows plus
replacements, station owners Ben
and Cheryl Richards diversified by
adding a glamping business to the
operation in 2018.

With things tough in the sheep
and beef industry, the added income
stream of the accommodation has
been welcome.

“It’s been a good source of extra
income.

“We put our own money in, but
we've recouped most of that and
pretty much paid it off, “ Ben Rich-
ards said.

Accommodation on offer for

A BUSH PARADISE

offthebeaten track

guests, run through the glamping
site Canopy Camping, features two
unique sites - The Summer House
and The Carriage.

The Summer House began as a
working-man'’s hut on a neighbour-
ing farm before being transported
to Rockwood Station on the end of a
digger and extended and renovated.

“We developed The Summerhouse
first in 2018, more as a nice place
for us to have a drink, but a chance
conversation with someone who
has a glamping site suggested we
should list it with Canopy Camping,’
Richards said.

Situated on Rockwood Stream,
a tributary of the Hororata River,

to the outdoor chandelier.

The Summer House consists of two
rooms. One room has a bedroom
and kitchen, and the other has a
separate lounge.

A bathroom, complete with a
bathtub, is accessed from the deck
outside.

The Summer House is heated by
a Wagner log fire inside and guests

Above - The Summer House is located on the edge of Rockwood stream.

Left - The Carriage is entirely generator and solar powered, right down

can enjoy the outdoor fireplace as
well.

The Carriage was added to the
glamping business in 2020 after
Cheryl chanced upon a 1953 goods
train carriage for sale on Trade Me.

“Cheryl jumped at the chance to
buy it as we had another good site.
After renovating, landscaping and

Finger Lime

LUSHINGTONS

FOR AUTUNMN SUCCESS

So popular! Exotic, citrusy, caviar-like fruit.

T SR X
A Evergre .
2 Colorful, flowerin

$17.99 ea

Buy 2 or
more
only

$16.50 ea

Suppliers to Ruralco and Farmlands

Farmlanﬂ;;

co-operative

Main South Road, Tinwald |

R 79 1?

LUSHINGTONS

GARDEN, GIFTS (c’" CAFE

Now Licensed

033086858

$34.99 ea
Buy 3

or more
$25 ea
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Camellia Large grade
Exquisite blooms,
glossy foliage, revered

in gardens for centuries.

Mini Toi Toi

(Chionochloa Flavican) §

An iconic plant that adds texture f§
and movement to your garden. &

Open 7 days



planting, we had our second site,
which is also popular”

The 15-metre long, two-metre
wide Carriage has two bedrooms,
one with an ensuite.

A second bathroom, complete
with a bath, is situated at the end of
the Carriage and is accessed via a
covered outdoor area.

The Carriage is entirely off-grid,
powered by a combination of solar
and generator. It has limited cell
phone coverage and no wifi, mean-
ing guests have a truly unplugged
experience.

Both huts are self-catering, with
kitchen and barbecue facilities.

There are around 100-acres of
bush and a walkway for guests to

Below left - At the carriage, a double outdoor bath, heated by gas, is a perfect spot to soak under the stars.

Below right - A Wagner fire keeps The Summer House cosy.
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explore, but Richards keeps the
farm separate from the glamping
business.

“There is a walkway guests can
take and they see bits of the farm,
but we don’t do farm tours; we have
too much going on.”

Richards is a fifth-generation
farmer in the Windwhistle area.

His ancestors arrived in the coun-
try on the Sir George Seymour, one
of the first four ships to bring settlers
to New Zealand shores.

His great-great-grandfather Henry

Phillips settled at Rockwood in

1851 after living in Phillipstown,
Christchurch, a suburb named after
the family.

Rockwood was sold in 1877 but
returned to the family’s ownership in
1973 when Richards’ father pur-
chased the property.

The 1910 homestead where
Richards and his wife Cheryl live,
the original 1850s cob cottage, and
a graveyard of deceased relatives,
located not far from the glamping
sites, are a reminder of Rockwood

Station’s long farming history.

Richards said it’s the location that
makes Rockwood such a special
place for guests.

“You come up the valley and it
feels completely cut off from the
world, even though it’s just over an
hour’s drive from the airport.

“There’s lots to do with the hot
pools, golfing at Terrace Downs, and
some good walks.”

“There’s bush and nice established
trees from ancestral planting; it’s a
nice setting”

Richards said he understands the
importance of farmers getting off-
farm and taking a break.

“In situations where they are
under multiple pressures, not just
financial but with all the rules and
regulations brought in by the previ-
ous Government, it eases your mind
just to get away.

“You need to get away and break
that cycle of pressure. It can get
pretty depressing if you've got four
or five things against you, and that’s
still happening for many farmers.”

Enjoy a Warm Visit to a Show Home Near You!

Lockwood’s uniquely manufactured building system is one of a kind. Radiata pine is sourced from Kaingaroa Forest, New Zealand, and components are
sustainably manufactured in our Rotorua factory. The building system is made up of carefully engineered and expertly crafted pre-cut components that are
delivered directly to site. Each component is meticulously engineered with our patented aluminum ‘X’ profile, ensuring unparalleled strength and durability. Crafted
with precision using spring-loaded tie rods, our system delivers a structure unlike any other. Our innovative system not only guarantees unparalleled durability but
also delivers proven resistance against cyclones and earthquakes, providing you with peace of mind in any situation.

View the Madrid and Vacationer show homes and pick up your free plan book at our Regional Sales Office 431 Main South Road, Hornby, Christchurch or view
the Nevis Show home at 3 Wolter Crescent Cromwell.

\“r, N NEw Z

Vacationer & Madrid Show Homes - 431 Main South Road, ™ anee o

Hornby, Christchurch 1 9 51

Nevis Show Home - 3 Wolter Crescent, Cromwell

Ph: 03 344 0299

lockwood.co.nz % o
Oy

< LOCKWOOD
Designed for good

Nz MADE



DOMINATOR

ADVERTISING FEATURE

FOR ACCESS EXCELLENCE,

think Dominator

smart
secure

stylish 'ISINCE

1962

B

€ Garador
—

farm, or business from sectional
doors, tilt doors, roller doors, and
opening mechanisms.

With their experience and
broad depth of knowledge, the
Dominator Access System team
can provide expert guidance on
the right kind of door for different
environments.

They can talk you through the
various options of sizing and the
pros and cons of manual versus

D ominator Access System
serves as a one-stop shop for
garage doors and gate automation
in the Canterbury and Mackenzie
regions.

The family-owned business
brings inter-generational experi-
ence and expertise in garage doors
in both urban and rural settings.

Carl and Lynda Malloch and
their team can provide advice on
the best option for your home,

an option.

automated opening.

Dominator Access System also
has options for high-wind areas
and can install bird brush to keep said.
sheds clear of birds and nests.

Retrofitting doors for added
security on-farm or at work is also

“If you are thinking about
security around the farm, getin
touch for the team to visit and look
at options for installation of roller

IMAGINE THIS HOME DELIVERED
TO YOUR PROPERTY

LIMITED STOCK AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY SO CALL QUICKLY TO SECURE YOURS.

PRICED FROM
$148,000.

Sk \ \
Cleverly designed for maximum comfort - full
size spaces and in a timeframe you can count
on Based in Christchurch we can deliver
anywhere in NZ. % o

L
Caple WO

LMttle

COME AND HAVE A LOOK THROUGH CONTACT SOPHIE ON 022 6528475 | SOPHIE@LIVINGLITTLE.CONZ | 254 SPRINGS ROAD,
ISLINGTON, CHRISTCHURCH 8054 | WWW.LIVINGLITTLE.CO.NZ

Dominator Access Systems
Covering all of the Canterbury and
MacKenzie Regions

OMESAFEHOME,

doors into existing sheds.
“Bird brush can also be retrofit-
ted on existing shed doors,” Lynda

across our three sites. This gives
us the flexibility to bring in extra
resources as they’re needed for an
installation,” Lynda said.

Give Dominator Access System
a call for sound advice on your
next access investment. You'll find
them at 57 Stafford Street in Tima-
ru (03 683 1554), 47 South Street
in Ashburton (03 308 5560) and
50 Dakota Crescent in Wigram,
Christchurch (03 365 3353).

With branches in Christchurch,
Ashburton and Timaru, and
staff members working across
the branches, Dominator Access
Systems and Garador Timaru are
well-placed to service the Canter-
bury and the Mackenzie country.

“We have 15 staff working

BUILDINGS MADE

TOUGH

New Zealand
Steel

STEEL BUILDINGS
WHO CAN? TOTALSPAN!

Visit us at Totalspan Canterbury
738 Main South Road, Templeton Ph 03 344 0331
Email: canterbury@totalspan.co.nz

0800 TOTALSPAN
TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ

DOMINATOR 3

When it comes to protecting your assets, you
can’t buy better than a Dominator garage door
and opener.

Our commitment to quality flows through everything we do,
including providing a friendly and skilled installation service.

For more information on our range of styles and colours, please
give us a call or visit our website.

FOR A FREE MEASURE AND QUOTE CALL

DOMINATOR TIMARU 03 6831554
DOMINATOR ASHBURTON 03 308 5560
DOMINATOR ACCESS SYSTEMS 03 365 3353

WWW.DOMINATORACCESS.CO.NZ



The Whitcombe

group achieving
great results

By PauL Ensor

he Whitcombe Landcare group was

established in 1992 by landowners on the
south side of the Rakaia from Cleardale at
the foot of Mt Hutt, to Lake Heron station in
the headwaters.

We are the newest group to join the Mid
Canterbury Catchment Collective (MCCC).

The Whitcombe Landcare group collec-
tively has over 65km of river frontage to the
Rakaia River and vastly varied land types
from irrigated farmland to extensive high
country native ecosystems that we are very
proud of.

We have 11 active members with signif-
icant multi-generational ownership and
stewardship and a great working relation-
ship with our neighbours, the Department of
Conservation.

Achievements of the catchment group
over the years have included establishing
long-term vegetation monitoring sites on
each property, extensive weed surveys that
enabled successful funding applications to
control weeds such as cotoneaster, elderber-
ry and sycamore.

A significant number of waterways have
been fenced off in the catchment with the
help of Fish & Game and ECan.

A project to control wilding pines in 2006
was successful to eliminate a significant por-
tion of wildings in the catchment to the point
now where we are almost free of wildings.

Recently group members have volun-
teered 80 hours of their time to control
wildings on conservation land to remove an
estimated 2500 wildings.

The group is also using the MCCC water

From consent to the pump

testing capability to better understand the
water quality within the catchment.

The number of visitors into the catchment
and its surrounding conservation land has
risen significantly over the years, partly due
to the establishment of the Te Araroa trail,
but also more hunters and recreators are
enjoying the opportunities in the area.

The Landcare group wants to ensure that
visitors are aware of their impact while
enjoying our pristine natural environment.
For example, making sure that the growing
number of 4WD vehicles enjoying the river-
bed are not impacting the rare native birds
that nest there.

The Landcare group is refreshing its vision
and strategy to ensure that all projects we
undertake deliver on our aims to enhance
the natural environment of the Upper Rakaia
catchment in a societal, environmental and
economically sustainable way.

Becoming weed and pest free are priori-
ties for the group, but we are also thinking
beyond this to understand what success
would look like in 50 years’ time for the
catchment.

The group is excited to grow our knowl-
edge of the catchment to enhance our stew-
ardship of the land.

We aim to keep improving our practices so
our part of New Zealand’s treasured environ-
ment will benefit.

For more information, please contact
catchment group facilitator Megan Fitzger-
ald, 027 262-1602 or email megan.fitzger-
ald@tambo.co.nz

Paul Ensor is chairperson of the

Whitcombe Landcare Group

residential

PH 03 324 2571
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TARANAKI ENGINEERING SOLVING A NATIONWIDE
FRUSTRATION WITH LEAKING BALLCOCKS

THE SIS BALLCOCK - 316 MARINE GRADE STAINLESS STEEL

* Simple — so simple your bank manager could understand how it works
* Indestructible — The strongest ballcock on the NZ market

« Stainless steel — life time warranty on the main CNC machined body
Buy 10@ $99.50 +GST each receive 12 units (freight included)

Long arm (300mm) 10mm diameter water port
Short Arm (100mm) 6mm diameter water port
Does not stick open Does not stick shut
No internal parts Easily serviced

Seal face is continually flushed clean by incoming water

Manufactured by
Specialist Stainless Steel Products Limited
0800 175 720
www.sisballcock.co.nz * sales@sisballcock.co.nz

irrigation Iifésfyle

www.drilling.co.nz
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Regional council ‘needs clear directive’

Minister for Rural Communities Mark
Patterson spoke to Mid Canterbury
farmers at the woolshed on Mount
Somers Station as part of a wider
woolshed tour to hear the concerns of

farmers. PHOTO SHARON DAVIS

Local farmers have welcomed
the Government's proposed
changes to the Resource Manage-
ment Act but they are concerned
that Environment Canterbury is
slow to pick up on the signals of
change.

The first RMA Amendment Bill
aims to make urgent changes to
the resource management system
to improve resource management
laws, give greater certainty to con-
sent applicants and support devel-
opment in key sectors - including
farming.

This includes repealing inten-
sive winter grazing regulations,
amending stock exclusion rules for
sloped land and suspending the
requirement for councils to identify
new Significant Natural Areas for
three years.

Mid Canterbury Federated
Farmers’ president David Acland
welcomed the “pragmatic” changes

] and said he looked forward to see-

ing them filter through.

Rural communities and associate
agricultural minister Mark Patter-
son spoke to about 50 Mid Can-
terbury farmers at Mount Somers
Station last week as part of a nation-
wide woolshed tour.

He acknowledged that farmers

Boraman

had been under “huge pressure
with a confluence of events” includ-
ing adverse weather, high interest
rates and really low returns.

Patterson said the Govern-
ment was committed to cutting as
much as it could from compliance
costs, with the latest changes to the
RMA seen as a way to get gains from
the low-hanging fruit.

The intent was to target changes
that could take effect quickly to give
certainty to councils and consent
applicants while legislation to
replace the RMA was developed,
he said.

While local farmers said the
changes were “encouraging” they
wanted to know if the Govern-

I(

ment planned to give a clear direc-
tion to regional councils.

Patterson said farmers and
councils were operating “in a grey
area” until the new legislation came
through.

There had been a mixed reac-
tion from regional councils. Some
wanted to bed things down under
the old rules while others had
pulled back not wanting to waste
ratepayers’ money, he said.

Patterson said he had received
“very strong feedback” from the
woolshed tours that ECan had been
“unfriendly to farmers” with lots
of impractical hoops to jump

through and very high compliance
costs.

However, when pushed, Patter-
son said the Government wanted to
move away from a “one-size-fits-all
model” and did not plan a prescrip-
tive response while giving region-
al councils as clear a signals as we
can.

Kerry Harmer from Castle Ridge
Station said the Government need-
ed to give regional councils clear
direction.

“The way consent conditions are
looking at the moment, there’s a
whole community going to disap-
pear.

“ECan is pushing beyond na-
tional rules, we need input from

ECan is pushing beyond national rules,
we need input from Government to pull
back on ECan rules

Government to pull back on ECan
rules”

ECan is not going to change un-
less given a clear directive, she said.

Patterson said regional councils
were “getting very clear messages”
and the Government was commit-
ted to finding “local solutions for
local problems’”.

When asked when the new
regulations would come into effect,
Patterson said they would be in-
troduced to the House next month
and would likely come into effect
“towards the end of the year”.

He said this was an opportunity
for farmers to show they can “get

Consultants

Irrigation measurement &
monitoring specialists

What we do:

Hydrology & Open Channel Measurement
Flow Meters Installation & Verification
Water Quality Sampling & Programs
Effluent Monitoring Pond Leakage Tests
Soil Moisture Sensor Installation & Service

03 688 5539

What we sell:
Flow Meters

Data Loggers & Telemetry

itright” and do what is needed to
protect the local environment.

“There will be plenty of peo-
ple out there looking for bad prac-
tice over winter”

Patterson said the changes were
not about winding back the need to
care for the environment but about
making it more practical to do so.

Federated Farmers vice-chair-
person Colin Hurst said there was a
“real onus” on farmers to get winter
grazing right this year.

He was critical of flawed stock
exclusion rules and said “fencing
waterways in some cases is basical-
ly banning farming’”.

“We need to be empowering
farmers and supporting them to
make further improvements on
their properties instead of tying
them up in needless red tape.

Harmer said the red tape that was
being imposed by ECan “pushing
over and above the national rules”
could have unintended conse-
quences.

Like how farmers had been
told to fence areas for sheep in its
consents.

“The merino industry is going to
disappear. The only thing you can
run is cattle,” she said.

The lack of profit in sheep and
wool was another hot topic for dis-
cussion with Patterson, along with
rural health care, high rural banking
costs, wilding pines and freshwater
storage and management.

4

Public Interest

Journalism
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Soil Moisture Sensors Probes & Strips
Weather Stations & Rain Gauges

Automatic Irrigation Gates

free consultation
www.boraman.co.nz
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Farmer fumes
over ‘hypocrisy’ | .. .

By JONATHAN LEASK Hakatere River consent review, which was G U A R A N I E E

aimed at keeping more water in the river, but

id Canterbury farmer Daryl Butterick it appears more like “one rule for some’, he i
Msays he’s shocked by the “hypocri- said. We p Fl d e
sy” of Environment Canterbury’s In early February, the Greenstreet farmers
chairperson. wanted to divert water from O’Shea’s Creek ourse IVeS on our

Peter Scott, the chairperson of Canterbury’s  into Greenstreet Creek to keep the aquatic life H
regional council, has stood down pendingan  alive. But they had to wait for council chief WO rk mans h I p & th e

investigation following recent media com- executive Stefanie Rixecker to use emergenc . :

ments gbout his “illegzgil" farming activity. powers to do so on March 21. e q u al Ity continuous
Scott said in a radio interview that two of Had they just gone and opened the gate .

his consent applications for irrigation had witho};]t asl?ing permission, they \%vould S p O Utl n g p ro d u Ct

been delayed by another government == \ have put their consents in jeopardy, .

agency for six years. . "M Butterick said. we Oﬂ:e r. LeSS J oins
He was waiting on clearance “to - = W In relation to the ECan chairper- .

irrigate a piece of land that they didn’t i~ ) son’s issue, the regional council red uces th eris k

know existed on my property before I e » found a parcel of land on the farm

can get my farm environment plan and - owned by Scott was potentially Crown of leaks.

my land use consent”.

“I'm carrying on and ignor-
ing the fact that I haven'’t
got one so I'm actually
operating illegally, and
I'm the chairman of

%‘/ . land, but he continued to farm
; p _ it. It's understood he has

since sold the farm. Ca” Ben

An Environment Can-

terbury spokesperson 03 308 4380 or

said the council was

Environment Canter- aware of the status of 027 390 1027
bury.” Scott’s consents.
Neither ECan or DARYL BUTTERICK “.Sorpetimes consent
Scott would com- applications can be de-
ment further while an layed when information
investigation was under way. isrequired from third parties - as is the case
But Butterick said the hypocritical situation ~ here.
was unreal, considering Canterbury farmers The ECan spokesperson said they would
watched a stream run dry as they waited for advise against people operating illegally while
approval to divert water into it. waiting for consent.
“We've been playing by rules with this con- “I have sympathy, but I wouldn’t advise
sent review and getting hammered by them, them to [operate illegally]”
and here was the boss trundling along doing . . .
his own thing.” LDR is local body journalism
Locals have been critical of the Ashburton/ co-funded by RNZ and NZ On Air

S RAINER

Winter Servicing
Getitright

Farm irrigation and effluent systems are crucial investments.

Servicing is a simple, cost-effective way we can help you get the most out of your
equipment. A preventative service can eliminate any reductions in yield, soil or
plant health, and disrupted grazing rotations. Improve your bottom line while
protecting your farm investment.

Our Glenavy base is servicing the Waitaki
Rainer are experts in end-to-end system servicing and technology.

@ Maintain system efficiency Upgrade performance @ New installations

Talk to the leaders in water technology Find out more & book
rainer.co.nz | 0800 2 RAINER your winter service
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A family legacy

ulous.
“They organised all the wineries and vineyard
CIaire workers to come and prune the vineyard.
In ks on “I was babysitting; it was my nana day, and
I'looked out the window, and there were cars
RURAL parked all the way down our long driveway and all
EDITOR the way along State Highway 1.

“The whole community came out to help.”

The vineyard encompasses around 80 acres in
four blocks, each with a unique terroir.

“We have four vineyard sites, with heavy clay

Torlesse Winery, one of the Waipara Valley’s loams, river terraces and limestone hills.
pioneering wine labels, has been producing “With those four blocks, plus the block at the
wine in the region for more than 30 years. winery, we can make a huge range of wines.”
Owned by the Tomlin, Pharis, Fabris, Blower, Sauvignon blanc and pinot noir are the biggest
Maggie Rayner is a familiar and welcoming face at the cellar door. PHOTOS CLAIRE INKSON and Rayner families, Torlesse began producing varieties grown by Torlesse.
wine in Waipara in 1991 and opened its cellar Some wine is exported to the UK and
door in 2000. Canada, although most is sold
The Rayner family have run the operation £ locally.
since its inception, and for regular visitors to Torlesse began
N O T A L L L I M E I S the winery, Maggie Rayner is a familiar and offering platters
welcoming face. at their cellar
door around four

years ago. With the
business open seven
days a week and tour

“I think what makes Torlesse special

C R E AT E D E QUA L is that we have been here so long and
have put our heart and soul into the

business, and it’s family orientated

and family run.” buses stopping at the
The three critical factors to consider regarding the quality Ithas been a challenging year winery regularly, the
of aglime are: for the Rayner family, with Mag- Rayner family is kept

gie’s husband, renowned Tor- ~~ busy with both domes-

i lesse winemaker Kym, passing 'y - e tic and international
1. Moisture Content away in July last year. : tourists.
Our aglime is kiln dried for maximum water loss, moisture He had such a sense of humour. The highlight for us is

: . ) “He had great conversations
consistency and to reduce the risk of any foreign seed with customers, whether it was

being present. f Aussie Rules or politics, or was this
5 or that.

. q “He would just keep topping
Particle Size up their glasses; he had a great

Our particle sizing ensures maximum pH correction personality.

) . . “We still get people that come
while maintaining ideal absorption for up to 637 days. in and ask, where is the old guy?”
Maggie said.

With Kym’s sudden passing, the
community stepped up to help
keep the vineyard wheels turning.

making good wine and

selling it to the public who
~ you know will enjoy it.
That'’s the beauty of having
a cellar door.

“You are dealing directly
with the public and you
get their reaction to trying
your wine, which is fabu-
lous”

Level of Calcium Carbonate This season’s harvest

has been challeng-

Our aglime is independently tested on a regular basis
by Eurofins, an IANZ accredited laboratory. Our latest “The North Canterbury Wine

results (8/3/24) are: ™ Growers’ Associa-
| tion were

fab-

m ; ’ . ;
914% 13% 90.8% 3 ( '

We pride ourselves on our high level of service and assurance
of supply — 0800 303 980 // www.palmerresources.co.nz

VICTORY “LIME SLC Sansheo

IDEAL FOR
BULK STORAGE,
OR ANY KIND
OF RETAINING

Concrete Silution is SO MUCH more than
the construction of superior concrete
CONCRETE walls for silage bunkers. The versatile
SI LU T I 0 N (internally strengthened) freestanding
e walls include critical design differences
- built to the New Zealand Building Code.

www.concretesilution.co.nz | info@concretesilution.co.nz | Theo 027 6224 281 | Martin 027 3158 605 | Bl @concretesilution



ing, with drought conditions meaning higher
quality wine but a lower yield.

“My husband always said viticulture won’t
make you rich; it’s a lifestyle.

Every vintage is different and some are
better than others.”

All wine is fermented and bottled on site
in an expanded and modernised building
behind the cellar door that began its life as a
farm woolshed.

The cellar door is a purpose-built space that
opens onto an outdoor area where guests can

TIP ROLLER: MORE THAN JUST A ROLLER

- Versatile roller; options to
cultivate, level, seed and
consolidate.

enjoy the sun with a glass of wine and look
out over the vineyard and a picturesque olive
grove.

The Rayners’ sons, Pete and Ben, have
been involved in the winery since they were
children and have stepped up to become an
integral part of the business from vineyard
to bottle, working alongside Maggie to keep
Torlesse moving forward.

“We are very lucky.

“We are a close-knit family; we are so lucky
they live here.

m.l'

zi"’ﬂla

Equipped with HE-VA's unique

SAT pressure system. Uniform soil

consolidation across the entire

Can include levelling boards and/

working width.

Above - Fermenting cabernet grapes.
Left - Pete Rayner checks fermenting pinot noir.
Below - All wine is fermented, blended and bottled on site.

“Some people have family living all over
the world, but mine are here; I get to see them
every day, and that’s fabulous.”

Pete Rayner says the key to Torlesse’s suc-
cess is their gentle approach to winemaking.

“We handcraft everything, from the plant to
the fermentation process.

“We are self-sufficient, so we bottle
everything on-site.

“Everything from plant to bottle, we 100 per
cent craft ourselves.”

Pete says the small scale of the operation is

an advantage.

“We are able to do a lot of varieties.

“We’ve got one the biggest ranges in the
Waipara Valley, so we can do niche batches
rather than just big commercial ones”

Torlesse makes bigger batches of sauvignon
blanc and pinot noir, but smaller batches of
less mainstream varieties.

“That’s our point of difference,” Pete said,
and he enjoys the variety each harvest brings.

“Every year brings different fruit, different
flavours and different challenges.”

T3/T4/T5

ORDER NOW FOR THIS

COMING SEASON DELIVERY

BUILT FOR DURABILITY

“"‘-HANS*A

PR’ECI§ION Q'bm

Specifications

Manufactured from 304 stainless steel,
the Hanza Spreader is built for durability.
A grit blasted and 2 pack painted chassis
ensures longevity of the chassis and
gives an outstanding appearance.

or spring tines. MAX PAYLOAD

Five ring choices to match with 5500 kg

- 3 section, contour following, soil type. All with 5 yr warranty.
central pivoting wing sections.

4.5-10.2m working widths.

Lﬂ SPREAD WIDTH
Urea 36m / SSP 40m

3,000L

Tip Roller has become the
roller of choice for NZ's testing
conditions.

« Maximum 2.45m travelling width. It features an ISOBUS controller, with

Heavy-duty construction for even section control and load cell as optional.

the most rugged paddock.

M|

4,000L 5,000L

Phone: 03 307 7445
EUROAGRI.CO.NZ

239 ALFORD FOREST RD,
ASHBURTON
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Mid Canterbury Vint

vachinery Club Inc.
TICKETS

RAFFLE &5

Al profits ta the EACH

Canterbury West Coast Alr Rescue Trust

57 PRIZE: Value 54000
Ferguson FE 35 Tractor
Relurbished by C Members
N0 PRIZE: Vale 5150
Farmall Cub Collectable Toy
it Limited Edition Model

o PRIZE: Value S190

E lectabie Toy

" b Coll
Farmall Cu Mocet

Andrew Quigley from Quigley’s Contractor bought the winning raffle ticket at the recent Wheat and
Wheels rally in Lauriston. This week he took the prize home - a Ferguson FE 35 Tractor worth about
$4000. The Ferguson had been restored by members of the Mid Canterbury Vintage Machinery Club and
the money raised from the raffle went to the Canterbury West Coast Air Rescue Trust.

Lemken Karat 10 - NEW MODEL

6.0m. The flexibility of primary tilage, seedbed preparation, deep
mixing and ripping in one machine. Demonstrations are now

available, call us on 03 307 7445.

Bredal F2WS-2500

Load cells,

electronic rate

control. 2017 model.
Spread tested. Very tidy.

Hubbards Multimax 6m

Heavy duty front
tyres with finishing
tunes at rear.

$18,500%

HARDWORKING, RELIABLE
FARMING & CONTRACTING

EQUIPMENT

NEW HE-VA 5.4m Tip Roller

- TN T
= o

Versatile roller; options to cultivate, level, seed and
consolidate. Includes levelling boards. Equipped with
HE-VA's unique SAT pressure system.

Sumo Trio 4.5m

Tidy machine
ready for work.

$69,995* Recently
refurbished.
Spread certification.

Very tidy.

HE-VA Disc Roller
Contour 6.5m

2016 model.

Farmer owned.
Workshop Serviced.
New discs fitted.

Strip Tillage Drill.
2005 model.
Very tidy condition.

Phone: 03 307 7445
EUROAGRI.CO.NZ

239 ALFORD FOREST RD,
ASHBURTON

$69,995*

$19,995*%

2014 model.
Still on original discs 5.5 m.

Multidrive with
Breal Bin

T gl
Multidrive MD4140
with Bredal K75
bin. 320/95R46 &
600/60R28 tyres. Spreadtested.
Very tidy condition.

o]
EUroAgri

|
$69,995*

"Excludes GST




oving Day, traditionally on

the first day of June, is a big
day on the dairy farming calen-
dar when sharemilkers and other
farmers move between farms,
along with their mobs of cows.

Moving farms is a lot more com-
plicated than moving a household
as itincludes a farm-load of equip-
ment and animals.

Good planning and communi-
cation is the key to reducing the
stress of Moving Day - which usu-
ally involves moving to a new job,
on a new farm with a new home
- and often even a new school for
children.

Most farmers will need help
from trucking companies and oth-
er contractors for the move. With
hundreds of farms and thousands
of cows on the move, it’s essential
to arrange the help you will need
well in advance and clarify what
each contractor will do, when
and where they will be needed,
where they are going, and the costs
involved.

Alot of farmers rely on family
and friends to help out on Moving
Day. Asking for help early and be-
ing clear on the help you need will
take the stress out of the day.

GUARDIAN
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It’s also important to commu-
nicate with the person leaving the
farm you’re moving to and to ask
to be kept up-to-date with any last-
minute issues that might arise.

Preparing stock for moving
usually starts several weeks in ad-
vance, including booking transport
(if necessary) and a feed transition
plan for cows moving on to new
feed.

Supplementing feed with extra

walking from one farm to another.

All cows moving farms need to
be tagged and registered and both
the dairy farmer and the grazier
had responsibilities under Nait,
she said.

Ideally each animal should
be scanned off a property and
scanned in at the new property,
with the movement sent through
to Nait.

If the person in charge of ani-

magnesium to combat the extra
stress of the move is also recom-
mended.

Ospri regional partner Fiona
Caldwell said farmers needed to
ensure the animals being moved
were fit for either transport or

mals (PICA) changes, the person
in charge needs to fill in an animal
status declaration.

“It’s important that the parties
communicate and know who
is going to do what, and who is
responsible for replacing any lost

tags”

Caldwell said farmers can con-
tact Ospri if they have any queries.

Farmers using third-party
software, such as Minda, to record
stock movement should use the
same process to record movement
off one farm and on to the next -
and check that the information is
transferred to Nait.

Some farmers might need a new
Nait location and farmers should
complete a change of PICA, she
said.

“If you're taking over an existing
Nait it’s a good idea to get it updat-
ed and make sure it is all correct.
Don’t be afraid to contact the Ospri
support centre,” Caldwell said.
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Getting prepared for Moving Day

MOVING

DAY TIPS

= Plan your move well in
advance and give friends
and contractors plenty of
notice.

= Draw up a list of all the
things you will need to do in
preparation for the day and
once at your new property.

= Put someone in charge of
buying takeaways or food
from the grocery store to
keep everyone fed and
hydrated. Moving Day can
involve long hours.

= Well-labelled boxes make
it much easier to find the
things you need. Pack very
important items separately
and take these in your car
when you move.

=  Get in touch with your
insurer - you might need a
separate transit policy for
the move.

= Don’t forget to tag animals
and register any movements
with Nait. Accurate records
of animal movements is
important.

Public Interest

Journalism

funded through
NZ On Air
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DAIRY MEAL PROCESSING

from $40 per tonne
-+ Custom blending on farm
-+ Trace elements blended if required
-+ Unblocking of roller mill auger tubes
- Grain rolling
- Your grain or grain supplied by us*

CALF MEAL PROCESSING
from $170 per tonne

-+ Fresh feed processed on farm

- Your grain or grain supplied by us*

- Supplied in sacks, ready to use

- Price includes molasses, premix
minerals / vitamins and bovatec

CAN BE BULK PROCESSED AND TRANSPORTED TO YOU

* Yearling Jersey Bulls from $1300
* 2yr Jersey Bulls from $1600

® 2yr Friesian Bulls from $1800

* Beef Bulls: from $1900

e Lease bulls available
* Plys GST

i -

« Servicing Culverden - Oamaru fortnightly

* Made fresh on farm and custom blended

¢ Rolled, crushed or bruised grain, peas & maize
 Other Micro-ingredients can be added

« We’ll even unblock auger tubes while we’re there

All bulls have been blood tested and
vaccinated for BVD.

Wanting cull cows. Prime Steers & Heifers.
Available from Southland to North Canterbury.
Call today to discuss your options for breeding bulls this season. n

/" Trueks based in
i s - = Ashburton
e B : Valetta

_-Ds TE cgves- BMS‘!'SUw . f

e o

FIND OUT HOW FEEDMIX CAN WORK FOR YOUR HERD

Paul Bailey

Canterbury Livestock Ltd
M: 027 229 9774 E: paul@canterburylivestock.co.nz

www.feedmix.co.nz

Fom il et f: S Fond copivmcrsts Stewart 027 462 2529 ¢ Devin 027 930 4906

* Price displayed applies to grain supplied by the farmer
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Left — Southern Dairy Hub gener-
al manager Andrea Dixon says a
large-scale research farm comes
with unique challenges.

By CLAIRE INKsON
CLAIRE.INKSON@THEGUARDIAN.CO.NZ
he Southern Dairy Hub (SDH),
near Wallacetown, is entering
its seventh year of operation. At
349 hectares and running nearly
800 cows, the hub is the largest
in New Zealand and one of the
biggest operating globally.

SDH general manager Andrea
Dixon, who was appointed to the
role last year, says running a com-
mercial-scale research farm has its
unique challenges.

“Being a research farm does
create complexities and add cost,
which is why we hugely appreciate
our sponsors and supporters help-
ing us achieve what we need to.”

The dry stock property was pur-
chased and converted to dairy in
2016 for $19.5 million, with Dairy-
NZ and AgResearch contributing
$5 million each, and Southern
Dairy Development Trust and local
farmers and businesses contribut-
ing $1.25 million.

The balance was met with man-
ageable debt.

SIDE

SOUTH ISLAND DAIRY EVENT

The SDH was established in re-
sponse to Southland dairy farmers’
need for research into the region’s
unique challenges.

“The opportunity here is to
ensure we, the dairy sector, con-
tinue delivering the highest quality
milk both environmentally and
sustainably to the international
market with 95 per cent of what we
produce being exported,” Dixon
said.

“Backin 2017, we did a work-
shop with southern farmers to
understand what the biggest
challenges were, and one of those
challenges was the soil aspect of
Southland because the ground
conditions are very different to any
other region.”

Dixon said one of the key initia-
tives SDH took from the workshop
was to further understand what
best practice looks like for winter-
ing in Southland.

“We started with a fodderbeet
and kale trial because back in
2017, alot of farmers were using
fodderbeet”

Right - The Southern Dairy
Hub is the largest research
farm in New Zealand and one
of the biggest globally.
PHOTOS SUPPLIED

The research found that fod-
derbeet may still have a place in
wintering systems due to a lower
methane footprint.

This winter, Dixon said SDH
would look to improve the profita-
bility of fodderbeet winter grazing
while maintaining the environ-
mental footprint achieved by the
farm in the earlier kale and fodder-
beet system comparison.

“We have paired the fodderbeet
trial this season with grass and
baleage because that’s what a lot of
farmers are using at the moment.

“It’'s important we understand
the sweet spot between cow com-
fort and minimising the area used
for wintering and not needing to
re-grass every paddock.”

At the start of calving, cows are
fed Vitalise CalMag supplement
to prevent milk fever and grass
staggers.

“It’s easy to deal with because it
gets mixed into our feed, and that
feed gets delivered on-farm and
goes into the silo.

“We feed it to cows through calv-

What are your cows missing?

Calcium, magnesium, DCP, monensin, salt or trace elements?

Pelletised minerals supplements are customisable, easy to
feed in-shed and 100% utilisable. Come see us at SIDE, and
let’s create the perfect blend for your herd.

0508 678 464 | cplimesolutions.net.nz/vitalise

Seven ears of

ing, right through until November
or December.

“The benefit of feeding it the
way we do it is that we know the
cows are getting that supplement
because it comes right through the
feed.

“It’s an important supplement
because milk fever and stag-
gers can result in death but also
reduced production, and it takes
them a wee bit to getbackonto a
rising plane to get in calf.

“So we need to manage those
things with minerals.”

Dixon said that the scale of the
research farm means more accu-
rate data can be collected.

“The SDH is on a commercial
scale, whereas many research
farms are low scale, with only 15-
20 cows. Having a larger scale farm
helps with the reliability of the
information coming out.

“It’s quite a complex operation
because of the research require-
ments. It requires a lot more atten-
tion to detail regarding recording
information because our vision is

to be the most trusted research.

“And that comes from the accu-
racy of data”

Cows are divided into four farm-
let systems of around 200 cows,
which are mainly crossbred.

“The idea is that we have a cow
that is most reflective of the south-
ern cow.”

Cows are milked off 300 hec-
tares, with a 49-hectare support
block.

“It’s about understanding that
balance around care and comfort,
environment, sustainability and
profitability.”

Dixon said that while the farm
is predominantly research-based,
there is a clear focus on increasing
the demonstration aspect to lift
stakeholder engagement.

“We have worked hard over the
last year to communicate more.
We have information coming out
regularly through Facebook, our
website and newsletters.”

The farm holds three field fays a
year, the next one being June 20 at
1lam.

Vitalise

é'g CP Lime




From left:

¢ 2024 SIDE chairperson Jonathon
Hoets.

¢ Keynote speaker Dan Pronk.

* Keynote speaker Jeremy Hill.
PHOTOS SUPPLIED

SIDE embraces change for its 25th

By CLAIRE INKSON
CLAIRE.INKSON@THEGUARDIAN.CO.NZ
he South Island Dairy Event (SIDE) is
coming to Lincoln University from June

24-26 for the event’s 25th year.

SIDE event chairperson Jonathan Hoets
says the conference is about embracing
change, not just learning new strategies or

ATTENTION DAIRY FARMERS
TEXT ME NOW

Dairy Track Cleaning LTD has a range
of jobs we can do on your farm:

« Sweep and spread the effluent from Lanes
out into the paddock no hole needed

« Clean Under Fences so water doesn't build up

«Woodchip and sawdust spread out to
paddock

- Grades your tanker track and driveways
« Carry shingle to put around your troughs
+ Do pivot ruts

Make life so much easier give me a call ring or text

Bernie track cleaning Itd 027 281 4755

FOR ALL FARMING SYSTEMS

We understand that no two Dairy farms are

the same. That's why we're developing milking
solutions for all types of farming systems, no
matter what farming size, no matter what breed

of dairy cow, goat or sheep you're farming.

Talk to our experts to find the right solution
for your farming operation.

WAIKATO

MILKING

SYSTEMS

techniques.

“We’ve spent a fair amount of time tailor-
ing the event to the climate we are in with
the theme excelling through challenges.”

Hoets said the event is “by farmers for
farmers’, with all members of the SIDE com-
mittee directly involved in primary industry.

“We sourced advice from other farmers
on how to shape the event, and in certain
areas this year, we have steered away from
animal health and are focusing more on
business development.”

The event has grown to be New Zea-
land’s largest dairy conference and was
established in 1998 as a platform for South
Island-based farmers to increase their dairy
farming knowledge and skills.

“We believe that empowering dairy farm-
ers is crucial to creating positive opportuni-
ties for growth,” Hoets said.

“By attending SIDE 2024, participants will
have the chance to learn how to improve
their businesses while adapting to changing
consumer demands and regulatory require-
ments.”

Keynote speakers at this year’s event
include Dan Pronk, an ex-Australian SAS
medic, Fonterra’s chief science and tech-
nology officer, Jeremy Hill, and Siobhan
O’Malley, founder of Hemprino and Meat
the Need.

On the first day of the conference, June 24,
attendees can choose to attend a field trip to
the Lincoln University Research Dairy Farm
(LURDF) to learn about the latest research
topics, such as plantain and EcoPond.

The second day will feature workshops on
various topics, including leadership, suc-
cession planning, successful winter grazing
systems and preparing your business for a
natural disaster.

“The workshops are very hands-on and
interactive this year, and there are a lot of
networking opportunities.

“There will be rural professionals there as
well who are very specific to dairy farming,
so farmers can ask questions and look at
very specific products they have in store.”

And dinner will round out the evening.

BrightSIDE is back again this year, focus-
ing on those entering or new to the dairy
industry.

Attendees will spend the morning at SIDE
listening to keynote speakers before head-
ing off for a practical day at LURDE.

“BrightSIDE was formed a few years ago,
and it’s our way of giving back”

Farmers can register for the conference
and BrightSIDE on the SIDE website.

“We encourage farmers to come along
and get immersed in the experience,” Hoets
said.
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winning the award will
showcase the importance
of female farm vets and
| advisors.

PHOTO SUPPLIED

Dairy woman of
year announced

By CLAIRE INKsON This was Roberts’ first time attending the
annual DWN conference and she said she
024 Fonterra Dairy Woman of the Year could not believe the level of positivity and
Katrina Roberts says the win is “still optimism at the event, not just from the
sinking in”. organisers but also from the attendees.
Roberts, a herd health veterinarian based “I feel the award is a great opportunity to
in Waikato, was announced as the winner stop and acknowledge these women putting
at the Dairy Women'’s Network (DWN) in the mabhi.
conference Enhance, Elevate, Evolve in New “Women in the agriculture sector are
Plymouth on May 2. usually working pretty hard and we multitask
Roberts, who works for Anexa Veterinary alot, juggling many balls and wearing many
Services, has been providing farm consultan-  hats.
cy for the past 20 years, and her expertise is “It’s really for those just getting up and do-
often sought after by vets and farmers alike ing the job to be celebrated and recognised.”
for research, keynote speaking and project As part of winning the Fonterra Dairy
management. Woman of the Year, Roberts will receive a
“I am very much about the award show- scholarship to be part of the Kellogg Rural
casing the important role of a female dairy Leadership Programme.
vet and farm advisor on dairy farms. The scholarship covers the programme
“For me, winning the award gives me the fee, travel and accommodation, mentoring,
ability to demonstrate the benefit of that and access to DWN and Fonterra platforms
relationship.” to share research.

J140)Y.\'4-8 BUY YOUR CRUSH IN JUNEAND RECEIVEA  yALUED

LTI FREE VGRIP MAT  Avsses

WOPA Hoof Trimming Crush

The crush your cows prefer

Faster and easier to use

e Care and attention to every component, from bolted
joints to high quality steel.

Since purchasing the WOPA
Crush we have improved the
ease of capture and restraining
of cows. Simple lifting of infected
legs. No problems with back
strain or arms getting crushed in
Vet races. The expense involved
with personal injury and
treatment from trimming hooves
has been removed. The whole
operation has been improved
and efficiently executed. Farm
staff look forward now to
trimming hooves.

- Shaun Pound - Pokene

e Construction and materials that can handle stress for
maximum durability and safety.

e Arrives assembled with optional add-on components
to adapt the WOPA for flexible on-farm use.

Standard Crush $7,238 *ss

To find out more, call us today!

* Picture shows standard crush with some of the optional extras.

N\ 3

—— Freephone 0800 833 463 W I}I:I ﬁ'@ 99
Farmlands ‘n"n"n' IS @
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BULL SALE

Monday 10th June 2.30pm
Ashburton Lakes

Ryan 03 3639867 Denald 03 303942 |
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~ Things to
consider at
bull sales

As online
: and farm-
M@ based bull
: sales ramp up
around the
country, the
Rural Guardian
brings you tips to help
select the best bulls for your herd.

Buying a bull is a big investment
that has implications for breeding
and herd quality - not only in the
short term, but over generations
within the genetic makeup and
performance of the herd.

The basic considerations include
the breed type and size, parentage
and pedigree, physical appearance
and health, and expected perfor-
mance records and genetic profile.

They key to a successful day at
the bull sales is to do your home-
work.

Work out what you want to
achieve with your herd and then
find a breeder with bulls that will

help you meet those goals.

It’s a good idea to contact the
breeder and arrange to visit the
stud prior to sale day. This will give
you a chance to ask about perfor-
mance records, what diseases the
bulls have been exposed to, and
ensure they are certified free of TB,
BVD, IBR and EBL.

Select bulls with a good temper-
ament so they are easy to manage.
If buying more than one bull, it’s
recommended to buy from the
same mob to reduce fighting.

The bulls you buy should not be
more than 100kg heavier than the
cow to avoid injuries. Consider
ease of calving and birthweight - or
whatever criteria are important to
you - when assessing the bulls on
offer.

Rank the available bulls against
your criteria to come up with a
shortlist of suitable prospects - and
stick to your list to ensure you buy
the right bulls on sale day.

Left - This angus bull from Mt Possession Station sold for $88,000 in 2021..

On-Farm Auction & bidr onlme

Wednesday Ju_ne Jﬁ,f ﬂam

getting value
for money..........?
Progeny of Glen R
sires consistently
command calf sale
premiums.

30 Rugged 2-year-old Bulls

Video of Bulls on Lf Glen R Angus

Sandown 445 Deans Rd (SH72), Darfield
Call Peter Heddell on 027 436 1388
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HANHAM

CONCRETE
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* Concrete Water/Feed Troughs © Precast Panels © Water Tanks/ Effluent Tanks
* Silage Pits * Concrete Bunkers * Weeping Walls © Cattle Stops © Wingwalls * Concrete Pipes

For any quote or inquires contact us on O call into the yard at www.hanhamconcrete.co.nz

03 308 4816 205 Wilkins Rd, Tinwald, Ashburton

info@hanhamconcrete.co.nz

!
Gibb-Gro

GIBB-GRO GROWTH
PROMOTANT

Promotes quick
pasture growth
Only $6.50 per hectare
+ GST delivered

0508-GIBB-GRO
(442 247) - www.gibb-gro.co.nz

T:’Ie Proven vane e W

Grout
Pro»

RURAL
GUARDIAN
Dairy Focus
We've got the South Island covered.

For advertising enquiries email
sonia.g@thequardian.co.nz

@ Tile shower makeovers

‘ TILE AND GROUT RESTORATION SPECIALISTS

@ Professional tile and grout cleaning
@ Re-colouring existing grout

CALL GROUTPRO FOR AN
HONEST DISCUSSION ABOUT
YOUR GROUT AND TILE AFTERCARE

To deal with Dirty Tiles and Grout
CALL GROUTPRO WE HELP YOU KEEP ON TOP OF YOUR SHOWER AND TILE MAINTENANCE

@ Sealing and repairing/replacing
tiles/grout

@ Replacing mouldy and tired silicon

- e Elite Equine
-~ “Range

" e Complete

e Graze

"~ e Mega Build
e Organic Plus
e Gasitro-Go

Wide range
of Horse Feed
available

The new Management team look forward
to seeing you soon

MORRISONS SADDLERY & FEED
32 Racecourse Rd, Ashburton
Tel: 03-308-3422
or 0800 Harness (427 637)

BOOK IN FOR YOUR SERVICE WITH

MALCOLM LOVETT
AUTOMOTIVELTD

8am to 5pm Monday to Friday.
Can pick up / deliver your
vehicle.

Phone 03 308 9109

WE TRANSFORM TILES/GROUT IN BATHROOMS, KITCHENS, SHOWERS,
BALCONIES, CONSERVATORIES AND ANY TILED AREA

Corner Cass and Havelock St
(use Cass St entrance)

Honda Service
Store Ashburton

or phone
Contact GroutPro Brett Muir for a quote and an upfront honest discussion.

02 7 471 3 781 027 7467632 WWW.groutpro.co.nz
R U R AL We've got the South Island covered. Dai
¢J Dairy Focus

GUARDIAN EERERAATETEIIEN T TR b/
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I ADAS

Let us take the stress out of your
Staffing, HR & Immigration needs

—

We offer a range of services including but not limited to:

* End to end recruitment

* Immigration service in
conjunction with our licenced
immigration advisor

* Reference and police checks

* Individual employment
agreements

* Season and fixed term workers

» Staff planning

* Job descriptions

* Tailor made advertising

* Labour market testing

* Performance management
* Candidate care

Rural People are passionate about working with the Dairy Farmers of New Zealand

RURALPEOPLE

Call Paula Hems on 0275118814 | www.ruralpeople.co.nz * paula@ruralpeople.co.nz
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