
Book your FREE assessment today  
0800 256 654

Are you ready for Varicose Vein free legs?

www.transformclinic.co.nz

• For the largest of veins.

• No Surgery.

• No time off work.

• Walk in and walk out.

• Covered by most health insurers.

• Endovenous Laser Ablation, Venaseal 
or by Sclerotherapy.

• Christchurch, Dunedin & Queenstown
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order your 2023 
feedout wagon now!!!
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Come and see us in Hinds to view or Ring Robert 0272491767 / 03 303 7999 | Email. jo.allfarm@xtra.co.nz

GOOD RANGE OF 
SECONDHAND 

FEEDOUT GEAR

RUT BUSTER TO HIRE
WAGONS TO HIRE

Lights, camera, show time
Take me out to the 

showgrounds, take me 
out to the show. 

It’s been a busy time in the 
rural sector around the South 
Island over the past few weeks 
with agricultural and pastural 
shows galore from one end of  
the mainland to the other. 

Given the pressures placed 
on the rural sector in recent 
years – through all variances 
of  situations – the annual 
A&P Show has been a great 
way for the rural community 
to reconnect with their local 
people, especially given so 
many shows have fallen to 
the wayside in recent years 
due to Covid. 

It’s a chance to stand tall 
and proud and show off  skills, 
machinery and stock and 
bring those who don’t usually 
get an inside look into the 
inner workings of  farm life in 
the door in a relaxed and fun 
environment where attention 
is easily grabbed. 

And it’s really important we 
are able to do that too. 

A lot of  places around 
New Zealand talk about 
the urban and rural divide 
within their regions. 

Many perceive it to be 
not true, but there are small 
pockets where there’s issues. 

By getting out and standing 
proud, there’s an opportunity to 
teach and learn and to do so in a 
manner where those around you 
are actually a lot more likely to 
be attentive and listen. 

A Show can break down 
that invisible barrier that 
sometimes exists and help 
remove any potential rift and 
all of  a sudden there’s a much 
better understanding from 
both sides on how things 
actually work. 

But it’s also an opportunity 
for communities to reconnect. 
A chance to get in front of  
each other and check in and 
see how things are doing. 

The adage of  leaning on a 
gate and talking to a mate is at 
its most prevalent during show 
season as you walk your way 
around the grounds and see 
farmers talking to farmers. 

That small chance to stop 
the struggles of  day-to-day 
life and step off  the farm and 

get around like-minded people 
and spend some time relaxing 
is hugely important. 

The fun isn’t over yet too. 
The annual South Island 
Agricultural Field Days is 
just around the corner and yet 
again, it’s a chance to drop tools 
and have a little down time. 

If  you get the chance and 
can make it, it’s well worth 
the effort. 

– By Matt Markham
matt.m@theguardian.co.nz

We appreciate your 
feedback

Rural Guardian is proudly published 
by the Ashburton Guardian Limited

Editorial
Email your comments to
daryl.h@theguardian.co.nz 

Advertising 
For advertising enquiries  
email sonia.g@theguardian.co.nz
or phone 027 471 3781.

Post
Ashburton Guardian, PO Box 77, 
Ashburton 7740
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Assured Quality

Trusted Experience

World Class Service

51 Carters Road, Amberley        0800 908 908         www.ncequipment.co.nz

See us at  
Kirwee SIAFD  

March 2023 
Site 804-806

ASHELS Quality Products

WALTER WATSON
Hydraulic Folding Cambridge Roller

WALTER 
WATSON

®

0% Finance*

Small Bale Packer

Cambridge  
Breaker Ring  

Rollers

Cultivation Equipment
Hydraulic Tip Trailers

• C A N A D A •

• M

ADE IN•

• F R A N C E •

• M

ADE IN•

• I R E L A N D
•

• M

ADE IN•

• I R E L A N D
•

• M

ADE IN•

On all advertised brands

Field demo at SIAFD

*Conditions Apply. 30% deposit, 12 monthly instalments, 
GST content repaid in 3rd month. Fees and lending  
conditions apply. Offer end April 21st 2023.

Fencing contractors appoint
mental health advocate 
Fencing contractors have 

appointed one of  the rural 
sector’s most recognisable 
figures as their national patron 
“to bring greater support to 
those living and working in 
rural communities.”

The appointment of  Craig 
“Wiggy” Wiggins by the 
Fencing Contractors Association 
of  New Zealand (FCANZ), 
coincides with the unprecedented 
destruction caused by extreme 
weather events in January and 
February this year.

FCANZ President, Phil 
Cornelius, said the partnership 
with Wiggy is “important 
for the industry and the rural 
sector.”

“As an association we 
represent the fencing industry 
as a whole, but our roots are 
very rural and the majority of  
our members are still strongly 
connected with the rural sector,” 
he said.

Wiggins explains being 
patron “allows us another way to 
connect with another important 
part of  the rural community 
and means we can continue 
supporting those who need it.”

He said the industry is 

hearing the stresses rural 
fencing contractors are under, 
trying to support their existing 
clients while servicing all the 
insurance assessments coming 
through as well as dealing with 
the impact the cyclone has 
had on their own personal and 
business lives.

“There are challenging times 
ahead,” Wiggins said.

Wiggins is the founder of  
Whatever With Wiggy and his 
rural mental health initiatives 
include “lean on a gate, talk to 
a mate” and his Whatever With 
Wiggy Facebook group.

His advocacy work also 
includes nationwide rural health 
and wellbeing checks with 
the Carr Family Foundation, 
checking farmers’ overall health 
and wellbeing at rural events 
and Agriconnect, providing 
mental health seminars for the 
rural service industry and rural 
professionals.

FCANZ had a previous 
connection with Wiggy when 
association members raised 
$15,000 for the Whatever With 
Wiggy charitable trust through 
an impromptu charity auction at 
their annual conference last year. Craig Wiggins receives a trophy as Ravensdown Agricultural Communicator of the Year� PHOTO: SUPPLIED
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THE PUMPHOUSE
544 Tuam Street, Christchurch

PH 03 389 6638
thepumphouse.co.nz

Open Mon-Fri 7.30am-4.30pm, Sat 9am-1pm

Home of recycled building materials 
and architectural curiosities
Bricks, timber, joinery, doors, 

windows, kitchens, ranch sliders, 
roofing iron and more.

Waipara farmer comes out on
top at environment awards
A data-driven approach 

has seen Waipara farmer 
Ian Knowles take out the 
Regional Supreme Award at 
the Canterbury Ballance Farm 
Environment Awards. The 
Ballance Farm Environment 
Awards are run by the NZ 
Farm Environment Trust and 
champion sustainable farming 
and growing, and shine a 
spotlight on farmers who are 
successfully reducing their 
farm’s environmental footprint. 

With farmers often 
under fire for the sector’s 
environmental impact, 
Knowles sees the awards as an 
opportunity to highlight the 
good work farmers are doing 
around sustainability and 
environmental practice. “I think 
we need to go into these awards 
to showcase the industry as 
much as our own personal 
farms,” Knowles said. 

“Hopefully, it might just 
inspire a few people to look at 
their own business and tweak a 
few things. Often it’s only little 
things that you need to adjust. 
It’s not like you have to reinvent 
your whole farm system. If  
you can tidy things up without 

compromising production, 
that’s a win-win for everybody.”

Knowles’ Waipara farm, 
Glenmark Springs, is 
predominantly a sheep breeding 
and finishing operation, with 
some dairy support. Knowles 
started leasing and buying into 
the farm in 2015, and since then 
has invested significantly to 
increase the farm’s efficiency and 
profitability. Judges found the 
property to be a great example 
of  continually gathering data 
and information about the 
property and implementing 
strategies, practices, pasture, and 
livestock to fit the business. 

“When we say ‘environment’, a 
lot of  people think it’s just about 
water quality,” Knowles said.

“But for us, it’s also around 
animal welfare, soil and soil 
health. We’ve planted around 
two kilometres of  shelter belts 
to reduce wind flow and soil 
erosion. With waterways, we’ve 
fenced off  creeks to reduce the 
risk of  stock going where they 
shouldn’t and planted around 
them. This ensures that when 
water does come down off  the 
pasture area, it gets a chance to 
slow down and be cleaned up 

before it hits the waterway.”
Knowles has found the awards 

experience nerve-racking but 
rewarding, welcoming the 
feedback from judges on the 
strategies implemented on 
his property. With Knowles 
moving into the next round 
of  the awards, a new panel of  

judges will be looking into the 
farm operation. “I’m obviously 
very nervous because, being 
a farmer, it’s your business, 
your home and your family all 
wrapped up into one,” Knowles 
said. “The judges are lovely 
people, though, and they really 
make you feel at ease. They are 

genuinely interested in what 
you do and how you go about 
your day. If  you look at some 
of  the names on the panel, 
they are as good as you can get 
in the industry, so it’s pretty 
nerve-racking having them 
around your dining table. In 
the final report, you get lots of  
constructive criticism. It’s not 
like they judge you and then 
walk away and leave you to it. 
They are there for support, and 
if  you want to talk afterwards. 
They are all pretty open and 
caring people.”

Knowles was presented 
with the award at the regional 
finals awards night held in 
Christchurch on the March 
9, and will go through to the 
national finals in May along with 
the other Supreme Winners 
from each of  the eleven regions 
involved. Regional finalists will 
be considered for the Gordon 
Stephenson Trophy, with the 
trophy’s recipients becoming 
2023’s National Ambassadors 
for Sustainable Farming and 
Growing.

By Claire Inkson
claire.inkson 

@theguardian.co.nz

Canterbury Regional Supreme Award winner Ian Knowles. 
� PHOTO: SUPPLIED



Ready to purchase or sell a lifestyle or rural property in Mid-Canterbury and looking for a 
hassle-free experience with the utmost confidentiality?

Enjoy comfort and confidence, knowing you are in good hands with Jeff Donaldson. Jeff is a seasoned executive and a 
third-generation farmer with an intimate knowledge of the Ashburton region and its lifestyle, which makes him uniquely 
qualified to handle your rural Real Estate matters.

He gained his credit by successfully running and managing his parent’s town-supply dairy-farm operation at Ashburton 
Forks, giving him hard-to-come-by deep insight into the rural economy and community dynamics.

Alongside farming, Jeff was a distinguished General Manager within the exploration drilling and resource industry across 
Mexico, Africa and Australia. Here, he managed and negotiated complex clients, projects and contracts with a $60M 
annual turnover.

Throughout his time abroad, Jeff has always maintained strong connections with his farming operations. He is a man of 
integrity and equipped with vast local knowledge and market trends of the Ashburton area and its surroundings.

His customers will enjoy stress-free and quick property transactions with minimal fuss and can count on receiving a 
seamless experience with expert guidance and support at every step of the way. What makes Jeff an ideal partner is 
his vested interests in mid-Canterbury. He is well connected with a lifetime of networks through the region’s business 
ventures, deeply valuing his roots and area as the most prosperous place to live and invest in New Zealand. 

If you are in the market to sell or buy in mid-Cantebury, get in touch today for a no-obligation discussion with Jeff to 
explore what options work best for your needs!

Jeff Donaldson 
Rural & Lifestyle Sales Consultant 

M 027 265 1290  |  E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

Jeff Donaldson

Call Jeff Today!

www.pggwre.co.nz PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008.

Check out my Facebook Page for all my latest listings www.facebook.com/JeffDonaldsonPGGWRE/
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SIZE, STRENGTH & STABILITY FOR OVER 45 YEARS
• Bulk Grain Storage
• Container Cartage
• Firewood Supplies
• Hay & Straw Cartage
• Agricultural Spraying

• Lime & Super Spreading
• Precision Nitrogen Sowing
• Log Cartage
• Shingle
Supplies

• Swing-lifting
• Grain Cartage
• Silo Storage
• Cool Storage
• Stock Cartage

Methven - Christchurch - Daily Freight Supplies  Methven - Ashburton - Daily Freight Supplies  ISO ACCREDITED

PO Box 28
Line Road, Methven  Ph 302 8616 - Fax 302 9657  philipwareingltd@xtra.co.nz

10 YEAR 
LEAK FREE 

GUARANTEE
We pride 
ourselves on our 
workmanship & the 
quality continuous 
spouting product 
we offer. Less joins 
reduces the risk 
of leaks.

Continuous Spouting

Alps

Ben Danny DylanKurtis

Call Ben 
03 308 4380 or 
027 390 1027

www.alpscontinuousspouting.com

Danny

027 390 1027

ourselves on our 
workmanship & the 
ourselves on our 

GUARANTEE

Ben Danny Kurtis Dylan Michael Graham

Call Ben
03 308 4380 or 
027 390 1027

• Concrete Water/Feed Troughs • Precast Panels • Water Tanks/ Effluent Tanks  
• Silage Pits • Concrete Bunkers • Weeping Walls • Cattle Stops • Wingwalls • Concrete Pipes

For any quote or inquires contact us on

03 308 4816
Or call into the yard at

205 Wilkins Rd, Tinwald, Ashburton

www.hanhamconcrete.co.nz

info@hanhamconcrete.co.nz

• Concrete Water/Feed Troughs • Precast Panels • Water Tanks/ Effluent Tanks  
• Silage Pits • Concrete Bunkers • Weeping Walls • Cattle Stops • Wingwalls • Concrete Pipes

For any quote or inquires contact us on

03 308 4816
Or call into the yard at

205 Wilkins Rd, Tinwald, Ashburton

www.hanhamconcrete.co.nz

info@hanhamconcrete.co.nz

New start for CLASS franchise
Carrfields Group managing director Craig 

Carrfield has signalled the end of  an era 
with the CLASS Harvest Centre franchise 
being re-acquired by Australasian agricultural 
machinery distributor, Landpower.

Carrfields Canterbury-based harvest 

centres in Ashburton, Templeton, Timaru, 
Waipara and Westland  will now fall under 
the control of  Australasian agricultural 
machinery distributor, Landpower.

Carrfields had held the CLASS franchise 
in Canterbury under an agreement with 

� PHOTO: SUPPLIED

Landpower for 30 years.
“While it’s the end of  an era for our 

family with the CLAAS harvest centre 
franchise, we know our people at each 
location will have the opportunity to 
further develop their careers within the 
wider Landpower network,” Carr said.

The five Canterbury Class Harvest 
centres will join the Landpower 
Australasian network of  33 sites 
when the sale takes effect on July 
3rd. The sale will include all stock, 
motor vehicles, plant and equipment 
but the Carrfields’ Group will retain 
ownership of  the sites and lease the 

properties back to Landpower.
Landpower’s chief  executive, 

Richard Wilson, has reassured 
customers that the addition of  the 
Canterbury CLAAS harvest centres 
would continue to be based on local 
relationships.

“The valued customers, suppliers, 
and local teams of  the CLAAS harvest 
centres in Canterbury can expect the 
same dedication to service and quality 
that Carrfields has built its local 
reputation on.’’

By Claire Inkson
claire.inkson@theguardian.co.nz
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The Farming Fast Five: Marcus White
We ask farmers five quick-

fire questions about 
farming, and what agriculture 
means to them. Here is what 
2023 Tasman Young Farmers 
Regional Chairman Award 
winner, Marcus White, had to 
say. 
1. What did your journey into 
farming look like? 

My farming career started as 
a 6-year-old gate-opener during 
school holidays, helping with 
tailing or pushing sheep up at 
an older guy’s property near 
Waikari, as I am not off  a farm. 
Throw in some orphan lambs, 
Country Calendar, and reading 
books about the high country, 
and I was hooked on farming, 
and it stuck. 

I’ve loved every step and 
wouldn’t change it for the 
world. I’ve also had some 
inspirational local guys who 
have pushed me to where I 
need to be and always given 
me a helping hand and advice. 
I work for the best employers 
I have ever worked for on Mt 
Benger in Hawarden, North 
Canterbury. They are very 
supportive and always want 
you to be the best version of  
yourself, both farming and 
personally. These things have 
led to me running a Dorset 
Down stud on my lease blocks 

around the area for the past 
six years, with 60 ewes plus 30 
odd commercial ewes and rams 
that’ll be sold. 
2. Tell us a little bit about 
your farming operation.

We are a 2800-hectare 
breeder/finishing farm in 
Hawarden North Canterbury, 
ranging from irrigated flats 
to rolling hills to steep hill 
country. We take everything 
through to the works, so 
summer is busy with lambs, and 
winter is busy with r2 cattle. 

We currently run around 400 
Angus Hereford Shorthorn 
cross breeding cows, which 
is a great three-way cross for 
us. We also run 5,700 Romney 
Longdown crossbred ewes, 
2100 hoggets and 200 R2 
heifers and 204 R2 steers, which 
will be finished over the winter 
and sold. There are currently 
650 sale lambs left on farm that 
will be sold once they are up to 
weight. Most summers, there 
are about 9,500 lambs. We’re a 
self-contained unit apart from 
the odd outside contractor for 
silage and wrapping. Over the 
winter, we have fodder beet and 
kale in for the R2 cattle, and 
upright grass for hoggets. Over 
summer, we have leafy turnip 
and lucerne on the flats for 
finishing our lambs.   

3. What challenges have 
you faced in your farming 
business, and how have you 
tackled those challenges?

My first two years out 
of  school were the last bad 
drought in North Canterbury, 
so it was a tough start and 
insight into farming. You 

must plan as best you can, be 
proactive in your approach to 
the situation and look for the 
little milestones to get you 
through the hard times. 

Farmers are resilient and 
passionate about what they 
do. Although there are hard 
times, it only takes a good 
day of  saving a lamb’s life or 
mustering on a beautiful clear 
morning with the sunrise to 
remember the reason you do it. 
It’s a challenge, but there are 
always learnings, positives, and 
things you can reflect on and 
change for next time.
4. What has been a major 
highlight for you in your 
farming journey? 

 The opportunity to have my 
own lease blocks outside of  
work to grow my own stud and 
commercial ewes to get into a 
farm of  our own someday. At 
16, I was running 150 ewes plus 
my stud ewes. I’ve just finished 
doing Level 5 Primary ITO. I 
enjoyed doing the theory side 
to support the practical side of  
things. 

I’ve also been the chair of  
the Hurunui Young Farmers 
for the last seven years, which 
I’ve loved. I recently won the 
Tasman Regional Chairman’s 
award, which was a great 
surprise and honour for my 

hard work for the club and the 
community. I won the Tasman 
Regional Service award two 
years ago for my service to the 
Young Farmers. My fiancé Ally 
and I are the junior vice chairs 
of  the Hawarden A&P show, 
which we’ve enjoyed being part 
of  and bringing together a 
great community event.  

I love the rural farming 
community and how a tight-
knit community is always there 
to support and help each other 
when needed. 
5. What advice would you 
have for the next generation 
of  farmers?

 Enjoy every day and take 
learnings from the hard times. 
Never be afraid to ask questions 
if  you don’t know. The more 
you ask, the more knowledge 
you have, which will help you 
to become a better farmer and 
person. Do the core things right 
and to the best of  your abilities. 
If  you make a mistake, learn 
from it. Don’t beat yourself  up, 
as guys who have been farming 
for 50 years still make mistakes. 
Enjoy it, have fun and get stuck 
into it. It’s a fantastic lifestyle, 
leading you down some great 
paths and meeting some great 
people along the way. I wouldn’t 
change it for an office job, even 
on a -8 frost, or a snowy day.

Hawarden farmer Marcus 
White.� PHOTO: SUPPLIED
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Some dreams come true, others 
come by truck
As the cost of  living increases, 

and owning your own home 
feels out of  reach for many of  
us, smaller homes provide an 
economical and smart option. 
While tiny homes are often just a 
little impractical, one Christchurch 
business has a clever solution.

Living Little provides innovative 
homes that are small, but not tiny. 
Full size spaces you would expect 
to find in a traditional home, just in 
a smaller footprint. 

Living Little homes are delivered 
complete and ready for you to 
move in, with all the modern 
comforts of  a larger home.  The 
homes come with double glazing, 
super insulation, window dressings 
and high spec, full-size kitchens 
and bathrooms complete with all 
appliances so you can begin your 
‘living little’ journey with ease.  

Perfect for Airbnbs, on-farm 
accommodation for workers or 
agri-tourism guests, affordable first 
homes or a comfortable solution for 
aging parents to be close to family.  
Homes can be either permanent or 
relocatable, so your home can move 
with you for total flexibility. While 
the most popular sizes for Living 
Little homes are 50-60msq, the team 
at Living Little can work with your 
needs to find the perfect home for you.

All Living Little homes come with 
a five-year domestic use guarantee 
on all workmanship and can be 
delivered anywhere in the country. 
Living Little can take care of  your 
building consents and foundations 
for permanent homes, to make the 
whole process simple and stress-
free. Off-the-grid options with 
composting toilets are also available 
for an eco-friendly alternative. 

If  you are thinking small – it 
is a must to view Living Little 
homes and experience the beauty 
and simplicity of  the down-sized 
lifestyle. If  you are coming to 
Christchurch any time soon contact 
Sophie at Living Little at  Sophie@
livinglittle.co.nz  to make a time to 
view.  In the meantime, take a sneak 
peek on their website at www.
livinglittle.co.nz.

IMAGINE THIS HOME DELIVERED TO YOUR PROPERTY TO ENJOY BEFORE WINTER 
LIMITED STOCK AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY SO CALL QUICKLY TO SECURE YOURS.

Cleverly designed for maximum comfort - full size spaces and in a timeframe you can count on 
Based in Christchurch we can deliver anywhere in NZ. 

COME AND HAVE A LOOK THROUGH  CONTACT SOPHIE ON 022 652 8475     |     SOPHIE@LIVINGLITTLE.CO.NZ     |     254 SPRINGS ROAD, ISLINGTON, CHRISTCHURCH 8054
WWW.LIVINGLIT TLE.CO.NZ     

PRICED FROM 
$148,000. 

INCLUDING GST.



Nil withholding,
for when she
needs it

Zoetis New Zealand Limited. Tel: 0800 963 847; www.zoetis.co.nz. CYDECTIN is a registered trade mark of Zoetis. ACVM No. A6203.
™

For more information visit cydectin.co.nz

To bring out her best, CYDECTIN® Pour–On provides flexibility 

when drenching.

With nil withholding periods for milk, meat and bobby calves, 

you can treat your cows if and when they need it.

CYDECTIN Pour–On is long lasting, with 35 days protection against 

Ostertagia ostertagi. It kills biting and sucking lice too.

So keep your profits up and parasites down.  
Invest in CYDECTIN Pour–On — New Zealand made for healthy Kiwi cows.
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Tyre General Amberley, 
Culverden, Cheviot

03 314 9168

Caltex / Firestone 
Kaikoura

03 319 5492

Tyre General Rangiora

03 310 6666

Tyre General  
Christchurch

03 348 8422

Neumanns Tyre  
Services Ltd - 24hrs

03 308 6737

Southland Tyre  
Centre (1998) Ltd

03 218 6904 

Tyre General Temuka

03 615 8736 

FTI Tyres Gore

03 208 8110

Alexandra Tyre Centre 
T/A Beaurepaires

03 440 2070

Cromwell Tyres 2004 Ltd

03 445 0746

Tyre General  
Oamaru - 24hrs 

03 433 1015

Tyre General Washdyke

03 683 9055

Methven Tyre & Hire

03 302 8411 Downes Tyres

03 768 5090

Sutherlands  
Tyre Services

03 789 7160

Tyre General 
Motueka - 24hrs

03 528 1020
Tyre General  
Blenheim - 24hrs

03 577 9980

Tyre General Nelson 
- 24hrs

03 539 6408

General Tyres  
Dunedin - 24hrs

03 455 2005

Gary McCormick Transport Ltd
PO Box 5044, Tinwald, Ashburton 7741 | Phone: 3072100 | Fax: 3072101

We offer a regular Rubbish Removal Service, with many local Companies 
hiring our Front Loader Bins and using our Cardboard Recycling Cages,
We also have Open Top Bins on a casual basis, for property clean ups, 

building works and Garden tidy ups.
And a Household and/or Garden waste Drum empty service.

All provided by a Company based in Tinwald.

• For Casual & Permanent Bin Hires
• Cardboard Recycling  

• Drum Hires
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• Open top bins for property and garden clean ups, perfect for 
moving off the farm.

• Bins already on a number of farms in the area and casual 
hire available

• Household and/or Garden waste Drum empty service
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Cardboard Recycling Cages
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Stop the freeloaders – taking 
down the dirty rats and mice
The distinctive smell, the 

piles of  dark brown 
droppings, gnawed wood, nests, 
and the scratching sounds are 
all-to-familiar signs of  the 
destructive and disease-carrying 
presence of  rats and mice.

The scourge of  grain 
producing areas including Mid 
Canterbury, they are among the 
most serious mammalian pests 
known to man. For the ravenous 
omnivores, almost nothing is 
off  the table. From cereals, 
seeds, stock feed, and fruit, to 
eggs and chicks - everything is 
fair game. Gardens to lifestyle 
blocks, orchards to farms.

In terms of  maintaining 
general good property hygiene, 
monitoring and control is 
best practice. A single rat can 
produce 50 droppings and 
50 mL of  urine daily. They 
also carry potentially harmful 
diseases which they can spread 
indirectly by way of  fleas and 
mites. 

Rats’ powerful jaws also give 
them the ability to damage 
buildings and other assets - 
gnawing holes in grain sacks, 
and wood, and building nests in 

roofs and in machinery.
There’s no doubt they can 

be a challenge. Rats have not 
earned themselves the moniker 
“cunning” for nothing. 

UPL NZ Ltd Northern South 
Island Regional Manager, 
Pete de Jong, says controlling 
them effectively demands a 
combination of  hard science 

and advanced rat psychology. 
He reckons Generation Soft 
Bait rodenticide has it nailed.

“Generation Block Bait, still 
has its place and its long-
time users and advocates, 
but Generation Soft Bait has 
quantifiable advantages. When 
I’m explaining it to people, 
I tell them that, from a rat’s 

perspective, the difference 
between the wax-encased 
block and soft bait, is like the 
difference between chewing 
on a candle and eating peanut 
butter. Soft bait is totally 
irresistible to them.” 

He says that attraction is to 
the point where the bait beats 
other food sources, hands-

down. It also out-performed 
competitor baits in trials.

“Rats are both naturally 
cautious and are creatures of  
habit. But even where you’ve 
got fairly established, bait-shy 
populations, Generation Soft 
Bait works really well.”

He says the specially 
developed vegetable oil 
and crushed grain-based 
formulation gets rats’ attention 
faster, with the soft bait’s paper 
ensuring the tempting aroma 
disperses more widely. Pete says 
it’s also very easy to deploy by 
skewering the plasticine-like 
bait on the metal rod, or wire 
within the Generation bait 
station. “It’s quick, clean, and 
convenient.”

The smallest non-dispersible 
bait on the market, Generation 
Soft Bait kills rapidly and in a 
single feed. 2-3gs kills a rat and 
0.3-0.4g a mouse. To put that 
into perspective, a rat’s average 
daily dietary intake is 20g/day 
while for a mouse it’s 3g/day. 

Generation blocks, soft 
bait, and bait stations are 
available exclusively from PGG 
Wrightson.



Take down those  
dirty rats and mice

Generation® Smart Bait

Talk to your PGG Wrightson or Fruitfed store to find out more.

SMART BAIT FOR RODENTSSMART BAIT FOR RODENTS

BEST ACTIVE, MOST ATTRACTIVE

FATAL ATTRACTION FOR RATS AND MICE

• HIGHLY effective rodenticide

• INCREASED attractiveness

• MORE PALATABLE than competitors 

• NON-TARGET poisoning: bittering agent to reduce 

 consumption by non-targets

• LOWER COST PER BAIT

• SINGLE feed dose: lethal dose is consumed in a single feed

• LONG lasting 

• NO  genetic resistance

PH: 0800 100 325
WWW.UPL-LTD.COM/NZ

‘ Reggie Rat’ is a trademark of Etec Crop Solutions
® Registered Trademarks

® Generation Rodenticide is a registered Trademark of Liphatech France
    Registered pursuant to the ACVM Act. No V9587 and V9597

© Copyright Etec Crop Solutions Limited 2019, all rights reserved. All directions for use, recommendations, use rates, 
compatibilities and other technical information is proprietary to Etec Crop Solutions.

SMART BAIT FOR RODENTSSMART BAIT FOR RODENTS SMART BAIT FOR RODENTSSMART BAIT FOR RODENTS

SOFT BAIT BAIT STATIONS
FATAL ATTRACTION FOR RATS AND MICE.

The latest generation anti-coagulant in an irresistible soft bait formulation that gets rapid results from a 
single feed.  Rats are intelligent and selective feeders. They are very cautious around new feed sources, 
sensitive to chemicals and can quickly become bait shy. GENERATION SOFT BAIT is an innovative bait 
solution with these outstanding benefits: 

Generation Bait Stations must be used with both Soft and Block Baits.
A range available to suit all situations are used to protect other animals from accidental consumption.
When used correctly they minimize bait wastage from limiting bait hording.

WHEN: 
Ideal for heavy infestations and lingering  rodents. 
Ideal mice product even in highly  competitive food environment

TARGETED USE:
1. Thorough inspection around farm buildings  (look for faeces, gnawing etc.)
2. Remove rubbish, clutter, food sources (spilled grain) and vegetation to reduce harbourage
3. Locate trouble spots and high activity areas
4. Use like a mini-block. Customize the dose to the rodent pressure. Place bait stations in     
 rodent pathways and where they are easily found. Inspect regularly to determine if     
 enough baits have been placed and keep up a fresh supply. Bait inside and outside buildings
5. Record and map rodent activity and trapping. Reinfestation is common and treating a new population in an old  
 habitat may be required.

KEY FEATURES:
  10g ready-to-use soft bait, unique formulation.
      Superior attractiveness and palatability. 
      More attractive than food sources.
      Special soft bait paper allows aroma to escape and attract rodents.
      Excellent texture, no leaking, no melting.
      Very good heat tolerance. Good moisture tolerance.

  Active ingredient, difethialone 25ppm which is not detected 
  by rodents.

  The most advanced and highly effective anti coagulant with 
  no known genetic resistance among rodent populations.

  The smallest non-dispersible bait on the market.
  Single-feed with rapid mode of action.

  2-3g to kill a rat (average daily diet = 20g/day)

   0.3-0.4g to kill a mouse (average daily diet = 3g/day)

BAIT STATIONS FOR RESPONSIBLE 
RODENTICIDE USE. 
Available in 3 sizes;

  MOUSE

  TUNNEL

  RAT and MOUSE
MOUSE

TUNNEL

RAT and MOUSE

KEY BENEFITS:
• Fast, convenient and safe

• Sleek and unique designs

• Quick and easy set

• Re-usable and user friendly

The use of bait stations is required.  
Dose as needed. 

Apply like a mini block on  Vertical or 
Horizontal rods. 

Generation Soft Bait is a next generation anti-coagulant in an 
irresistible formulation that only takes one single feed. Destruction, 
damage, and disease stop right there.

Registered pursuant to ACVM Act 1997, No. V9587
See www.foodsafety.govt.nz for conditions
Approved pursuant to the HSNO Act 1996. Approval Code HSR100839
See www.epa.govt.nz for approval controls
® Generation Rodenticide is a registered trademark of Liphatech France

UPL- LTD.COM
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Disabled 
parliamentary 
candidates may 
have costs for 
support people.

The Election Access Fund assists 
disabled people who want to 
become parliamentary candidates 
by helping with costs non-disabled 
candidates don’t face.

Find out 
more

Realising stock feed’s full potential 
The value of  quality stock 

feed is something everyone 
in the agricultural industry 
is acutely aware of. Stakes are 
high, and cutting corners or 
missteps can have a real impact.

But damage can also come 
from unexpected quarters. And 
by stealth.

UPL NZ Ltd. Otago 
Southland Regional Manager 
Tom McDonald has seen the 
impact on seedlings up close. 
He says the potential for loss 
of  crops through slug attack 
shouldn’t be underestimated. 

Tom says one Central Otago 
farmer’s recent experience was 
a real wakeup call.

“45 hectares of  high-value 
SovGold Ultrastrike-treated 
kale seedlings were under 
heavy attack from slugs. With 
potential average yields of  
around 10-14 t DM/ha, and 
suited to both cattle and sheep 
grazing systems, it was a crop 
that the farmer was naturally 
very keen to save. 

“The irrigated kale, which 
was direct drilled, suffered 
a severe and potentially 
catastrophic outbreak.”

Direct drilled crops are 
at increased risk from slug 
damage, as the pests are not 
killed by paddock’s being 
turned over by conventional 
tilling. Added to that, drill slits 
provide an attractive refuge for 
slugs, exposing seedlings to 
slug feeding.

Fortunately, in the case of  
the SovGold kale crop, the 
farmer, and, ultimately, their 
stock, there was an effective 
solution at hand. Ironmax Pro 
molluscicide from UPL NZ Ltd 
was spread by helicopter at 6 
kg/ha. 

The results rewarded the 
decision. 

Tom says Ironmax Pro made 
an extremely good job and 
supported the crop recovering 
and getting well established. 
“The client was happy, and they 
said they saw an almost instant 
result.”

Slugs are often under farmers’ 
and growers’ radar. But, Tom 

warns, you’ve got to keep an eye 
on them.

Unchecked, grey field slugs 
(Deroceras reticulatum) and 
their close relation brown field 
slugs have the potential to wipe 
out entire crops. The voracious 
feeders cause damage across a 
broad range of  plants, but are 
especially tough on vulnerable 
seedlings.

Tom says he’s seen them 
destroy 200 hectares of  young 
plantain. That destruction 
seemingly came out of  
nowhere. “Slugs can cover a lot 
more ground than people think 
they do. We put out a slug mat 
and there were 180 slugs under 
it the next morning!”

New Zealand’s temperate 
climate is especially slug 
friendly. The pests are active 
year-round and able to produce 
300-500 eggs in their 13-month 
lifespan. 

“In my experience, you need 
to be actively looking for slugs. 
We say; monitor and measure!”

Particularly in heavy soils 
and wet areas, slugs can 

be destructive. Slugs are 
dependent on moisture for their 
survival, activity and growth 
with moisture forming up to 80 
per cent of  slugs’ body weight. 
Surface trash gives them an 
ideal home, so keeping areas 
cultivated helps with control.

But there’s a proviso. 
Even in paddocks and 

ground that have been worked 
conventionally, low and no 
tillage areas (such as areas 
around troughs and streams, 
and along fences) allow slugs to 
find a safe refuge and beneficial 
environment. From there, they 
can move out to feed on plants 
and seedlings. 

Slugs’ mottled colour also 
enables them to go largely 
unnoticed. Tom advises a 
structured approach. “Put down 
a slug mat or a damp hessian 
sack. Leave it there overnight 
and check it next morning. 
Even one slug signals that 
you’ve got a potential problem.” 

Manufactured by French 
company DeSangosse, the 
global leader in molluscicide 

technology, Ironmax Pro is just 
as effective as sister product, 
and industry leader, Metarex® 
Inov. With the added value of  
solid green credentials.

Tom says the BioGro NZ 
organic certification that 
is making Ironmax Pro 
increasingly popular with 
farmers and contractors. 

“There’s a demand for 
products that are safer for 
the environment, and more 
pleasant to work with, without 
compromising efficacy. Apart 
from anything else, Ironmax 
Pro’s low odour has been 
welcomed. People have noticed 
there’s not that distinctive smell 
when you’re in a tractor cab or 
truck.”

Another thing, which 
separates Ironmax Pro from 
conventional slug baits, is 
its Colzactive® technology. 
Colzactive is made up of  
specially selected oil seed rape 
extracts. Tom says 20 plant 
species were evaluated and 50 
potential molecules identified 
based on their appeal to slugs. 

Two extraordinarily attractive 
and palatable molecules were 
selected in the end, which 
facilitate rapid detection by 
slugs, enhance Ironmax Pro’s 
taste and how quickly Ironmax 
Pro works compared to other 
baits. 

Research shows slugs even 
actively prefer feeding on 
Ironmax Pro to feeding on 
seedlings. Ironmax Pro contains 
the optimized active ingredient 
24.2 g/kg ferric phosphate 
anhydrous, referred to as 
IPMax. Iron (ferric) phosphate 
is a natural component of  soil. 
In Ironmax Pro, it works as a 
stomach poison on slugs and 
is fatal once ingested. Feeding 
stops almost immediately. 

Ironmax Pro is manufactured 
with the finest durum wheat 
using a unique wet process 
which makes it very rain fast. 
IPM-friendly, the slug bait has 
limited impact on beneficials 
including earthworms and the 
slug predator carabid beetle. 

Ironmax Pro has a 
recommended application rate 
range of  5 to 7 kg/ha. With 
60,000 baits per kilogram, 
Tom says the product has 
excellent ballistic properties. 
“The uniform pellet size 
and innovative Ironmax Pro 
manufacturing process mean 
bait can be spread at widths of  
up to 24 m.” 

Talk to your local technical 
representative for more details 
on Ironmax Pro.

Otago Southland Regional 
Manager Tom McDonald.  



The planet’s favourite slug bait
Ironmax Pro®: Powerful. But gentle on the earth.

Talk to your local merchant to find out more.

Ironmax Pro is next gen science that’s building on the toughness 
of Metarex® Inov. And it’s a great fit for all farming and growing 
practices – conventional, sustainable, regenerative, and organic.

Registered pursuant to the ACVM Act 1997, No. P009801
See www.foodsafety.govt.nz for registration conditions.
Approved pursuant to the HSNO Act 1996, Approval Code HSR000143
See www.epa.govt.nz for approval controls.
Ironmax Pro Snail and Slug Bait and Metarex Inov Snail and Slug bait are registered trademarks of De Sangosse. 

UPL-LTD.COM
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On-time, quality service – talk to us today. Ph 24hr 308 7772 162 Melcombe Street, Tinwald, Ashburton www.wilsonbulktransport.co.nz

FERTILISER SPREADING     /     BULK, GENERAL & CONTAINER CARTAGE     /     GRAIN DRYING – STORAGE     /     STORAGE – WAREHOUSING

FARMERS
REDUCE YOUR ‘N’ BILL BY 

UP TO 40%!
We are now offering application of your liquid 
fertiliser using our new Tow and Fert Multi 4000 unit.

• Reduces the amount of fertiliser lost into the 
environment

• Reduces the amount of fertiliser you require, saving 
you money

• Large tank capacity makes light work of a large job.

Mayfield’s 75th A & P Show a 
roaring success once again
The atmosphere in Mayfield 

was buzzing with the 
sounds of  tractors, horses, 
sheep, and even pigs when the 
gates opened on the annual 
97th Mayfield A&P show on 
March 11th. 

With last year’s event 
cancelled due to Covid 
restrictions, the enthusiasm for 
one of  the longest-running and 
most important events on the 
community’s calendar was at an 
all-time high.

“The Mayfield show is special 
because the whole community 
gets behind it,” president 
Andrew Mackenzie said. “That 
creates the atmosphere.” 

With the event aimed at 
families, there was plenty of  
entertainment on offer for all ages. 

Mayfield Play Centre got 
creative, treating children to rides 

on their custom-built miniature 
railway made from plastic 
drums towed by a side-by-side, 
while Mayfield School provided 
a scavenger hunt. As always, 
the pig racing, terrier racing 
and tractor pull were popular 
attractions, with new additions 
to the show programme of  
helicopter rides and a tug-of-war 
proving a success. 

Trade sites and stall holders 
were in abundance, with the 
show site and trade space bigger 
than previous shows. “We are 
enthusiastic about growing 
the show, not just maintaining 
it,” Mackenzie said. Quigley’s 
Contracting, with their signature 
pink tractor, took out first prize 
for best trade site. 

The shearing section 
offered spectators the unique 
opportunity to watch two-blade 

shearing world title winners, 
Allan Oldfield and Tony Dobbs, 
compete in the sixth round of  
the Mark Marshall Memorial 

Blade Circuit. A machine-
shearing open competition also 
ran throughout the day. 

Entry numbers were high 

for both machine shearing 
and equestrian events, with 
some entries coming from the 
Cheviot Show, which had also 
been scheduled for Saturday 
but was cancelled due to wet 
ground conditions.

The Mid Canterbury Vintage 
Machinery Club pulled out 
all the stops, with twenty 
tractors on display that proved 
a firm favourite in the grand 
parade. For club patron Mike 
Ross, the enjoyment comes as 
much from the journey to the 
show as the event itself. “It’s 
travelling to the show as well 
as meeting people,” Ross said. 
Ross has been a club member 
since 1983, with both tractors 
he brought to the show being 
a much-treasured part of  his 
family’s farming history. The 
Case tractor was purchased by 

Mayfield Playcentre offered rides for children on their custom-built miniature train. Fairlie’s Mackenzie Highland Pipe Band led the grand parade.� PHOTOS: SUPPLIED

Mayfield locals Gordon McCormick, judge of the produce section, 
and Hamish Marr catch up for a yarn.
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on your track 
maintenance

Reduce stone bruising, 

lameness and loss of income in 

your herd with Victory Lime.

Talk to your experienced team 

today about creating the ideal 

footing surface.

Get a step 
ahead ...

0800 303 980 • www.palmerresources.co.nz

Mayfield Lions Club members Graeme Dickson, Kevin McNab, John Milne, Shane 
Edwards and Ron Cross. With their chocolate wheel, the club raised $1500 for the 
Cyclone Gabrielle relief effort.

his father in 1967, while the Farmall 
was initially owned by his father in 
the 1960s before being traded. Ross 
purchased the tractor back in 2016.

The Mayfield and Districts Lions 
Club ran a chocolate wheel throughout 
the day, which raised $1500 for 
Cyclone Gabrielle relief  efforts. The 
club intends to continue fundraising 
for those affected by the cyclone 
through firewood sales over the 

coming months. 
The Mackenzie Highland Pipe 

Band from Fairlie added to the event’s 
magic, leading an impressive grand 
parade. With around 5000 visitors 
through the gate, spectacular weather 
and community spirit by the truckload, 
there is no doubt the 97th Mayfield 
Show will be one for the history books.

By Claire Inkson
claire.inkson@theguardian.co.nz

South Island wide      0800 44 00 14      www.rdp.co.nz

PLUS THOUSANDS OF USED PARTS FOR 
MOST TRACTOR MAKES & MODELS

ORDER ONLINE FOR FREE FREIGHT. T&C’S APPLY

HYDRAULICS

LINKAGES

SEATING

PTO SHAFTS & PARTS ELECTRICAL

AGRICULTURAL GEARBOXES

REAR AXLE & TRANSMISSION

TRACTOR PARTS NEW & USED
HIGH QUALITY NEW PARTS FOR MOST TRACTOR MAKES & MODELS

www.agspares.co.nz
SHOP ONLINE

Over 60 engines

Late model, low hours

Most major brands

TRACTOR PARTS  
& DISMANTLING
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Ph. 03 3027 305  • E. admin@relgroup.co.nz

“Looking to upgrade or purchase a new 
Heavy Water Ballast Roller for your farm?”

Contact REL Group to discuss your roller 
options or roller needs.

 Standard Roller - Fully welded frame 
including Draw Bar 

 Fold Up Drawing Bar Roller - Ideal to Help 
Reduce Transport Cost or moving around 
Farms

 Dual Rollers - Double your footprint but 
halve your time in the Paddocks

“Rolling the Nations Fields”
    5/8” (16mm)                            3/4” (20mm)                                1” (25mm)      

(Pasture, Pugging)         (Pugging, Burying Stones)         (“Punching Rocks”)

The Hawarden A&P Show a 
sheepish affair – in a good way

The Hawarden A&P Show 
celebrated food and fibre 

as the community gathered 
together for the association’s 
117th show on March 18th. 
With last year’s show one 
of  the many around the 

country cancelled due to covid 
restrictions, the committee 
were determined this year’s 
event would go ahead. “I think 
because we didn’t have it last 
year, it makes you realise and 
appreciate how much it means 

to everyone,” co-president Anna 
Buist-Sidey says. “It’s the one 
thing that brings our entire 
community together.”

The show’s ‘sheepish affair’ 
theme inspired a fashion show 
in the Our Fare area that shone 

a spotlight on wool with a 
range of  60 garments by 12 
designers. Locals turned cat-
walk models took the stage, 
joined by Rural Support Trust 
ambassador and television 
presenter Matt Chisholm.   An 

advocate for mental health and 
passionate about New Zealand 
agriculture, Chisholm also lent 
his skills as a judge at the show 
and was on hand for a ‘coffee 
and a catch up’ with locals in 
the show’s information hub.

Bubbles and Squeak from Funtime Parties entertain children in the community hub.
� PHOTOS: CLAIRE INKSON

Fashion show MC Sam Chisnall with Rural Support Trust ambassador, 
Matt Chisholm.�
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Greg Costello drives a vintage Massey Ferguson owned by 13 year old Keygan Philp.�

Robert and Lorna Giller’s vintage Chevrolet truck joined an impressive line –up of cars and vintage tractors in the grand parade.�

Locals turned cat-walk models took to the stage to show off wool garments. Martin Murchison is presented with the award for best small site by co-president Anna Buist-Sidey.

 “I seriously think we need 
to celebrate our farmers every 
day,” Chisholm said. “An A&P 
show is one of  the best days 
of  my calendar year. We talk 
about bridging the gap between 
town and country. Well, A&P 
shows have been doing that for 
150 years, and it’s really special 
to be a part of  that. I feel very 
privileged to be here.”

The food and fibre theme 
continued with an evolution of  
shearing display that walked 
spectators through the history 
of  shearing with machine and 
blade shearing demonstrations. 
Entries were high in the sheep 
section, with Andy Sidey picking 
up the Supreme Sheep award for 
his Corriedale,  while his father 
Doc Sidey was presented with 
the prestigious R.A.S Medal for 
Excellence in Agriculture by the 
National A&P Society.

A community hub with a 
sand pit, bouncy castle and even 
clowns kept children entertained, 
while a variety of  retail stalls 
and trade exhibitors meant there 
was something for all ages. AGS 
Contracting picked up the prize 
for the best heavy trade exhibit, 
while Cochranes won the best 
large trade site. Murchison 
Homes took away the best small 
site award. The day ended on 
a high note, with a lawnmower 
race taking place in the main 
ring, followed by a community 
bar-be-que.

By Claire Inkson
claire.inkson@theguardian.co.nz



With trialling, does thedogpick you?

Left, Chief and Slim are ready for action;
Above: New Zealand captain Guy Peacock
(right) shakes hands with Australian
captain Mick Hudson.

DOGTRIALLING:Adog
taughtNZcaptainGuy
Peacock the tricks of the
trade,KemOrmond learns

Hutton taught me
everything I

know.
— Guy Peacock

A s an 18-year-old Smedley
farm cadet, Guy Peacock
had the opportunity to
have his own dog, and

attend sheep dog trials. In fact, it was
expected that all the cadets enter
their dog into the local A&P show
competitions.

That was when a good 4- to 5-year-
old broken-in sheep dog would cost
you$800 to $1000. It ismuch tougher
for young shepherds nowadays, as a
similar dog will set you back $5000
plus.

The first championship dog he had
was a heading dog called Hutton,
which he bought as a pup and trained
while attending Smedley Station in
the mid-90s. He was an absolute
natural when it came to working
sheep.

As Guy put it: “Hutton taught me
everything I know.”

It was this dog’s ability and deter-
mination that really set Guy onto the
path of success he has had as a sheep
dog triallist.

With the seed sown, Guy wanted
to learn more and getting a job on
Tuatane Station alongside manager
Bob Bryson, a top sheepdog triallist,
was a great opportunity to gain more
knowledge about the fine art of sheep
dog trialling.

Since Hutton’s passing, there has
been Pound, Frank, Falcon, Tom,
Chief and Slim, all showing their
talent at championship level, and

several other open class dogs, but
Hutton, who Falcon and Slim are both
descendants of, was the one who
started it all for him.

Guy has represented New Zealand
three times, competing against Aus-
tralia — the first time in 2018 as part

of the four-man team in Sydney —
2019 in Nelson, and again as captain
of the New Zealand team in 2022, in
Tasmania.

Sacrifices and dedication, as well
as a good dog, is what it takes tomake
a winning partnership. “It is the qual-

ity of time spent with a dog that
makes all the difference,” says Guy.

The evenings are when Guy
manages to find that quality timewith
his dogs. During the day, Guy is a
fertiliser consultant for Waipukurau-
based PFP fertiliser, and after a day
dealing with fertiliser he has 72
hectares at Te Uri, Dannevirke, that
needs attending to.

Shepherding is a natural pro-
gression into sheep dog trialling — if
you are keen, you need to find the
right dog.

Often it is the dog that seems to
find you in a strange sort of way and
each dog needs to be trained on its
own merits. You will soon know
whether you have found the right
dog.

There are plenty of seasoned
triallists out there and if you show
you are keen to learn, they will find
the time to offer encouragement and
advice. Plus check out the local sheep
dog trial clubs in your area as they
are always keen for new members.

Guy often runs training days or
gives his time at shows to work with
owners of sheep dogs, teaching them
simple commands and full-proof
methods to enable them to get the
most out of their dogs to enjoy work-
ing them and to make theirs dog the
best they can be.

That special dog will be the differ-
ence between competing at
sheepdog trials and being a success-
ful sheep dog triallist. You have to
hope that special dog finds you! ■

www.thecountry.co.nz

Gotland fleeceholds lustre in sun

Vanessa Dickie
with her
Gotland sheep.

DIVERSITY:Rare sheep
breed has a number of
unusual characteristics,
KemOrmond discovers.

W hile visiting friends,
I noticed a sheep pelt
laying on their couch. It
had beautiful defined

crimping, a high lustre fleece andwas
silvery grey in colour.

When I asked where it came from,
they said “a Gotland sheep”.

Gotland sheep? I had never heard
of them. In New Zealand they are
considered a rare breed. They are
New Zealand’s only true coloured
sheep. That is to say that other breeds
of sheep are either white or coloured,
but the Gotland is always coloured.

One thing to note is that their wool
does not discolour in sunlight.

The breed originated on the Island
of Gotland in the Baltic Sea, off the
east coast of Sweden. In the 1920s,
through intensive and selective
breeding, Swedenproduced themod-
ern Gotland sheep that we see today.

Thismultipurpose breed produces
wool, pelt, and meat.

Their colour ranges from silver to
the softest shade of grey and these
are highly desired by spinners,
knitters, and weavers. The wool
ranges from 29 to 33micronswith the
wool from a lamb being as fine as
20 microns.

The cutest black lambs are born
and as they age their fleece turns a
beautiful silver grey.

With many unique characteristics,
Gotland sheep are often chosen for
their high lambing rate, strong

mothering instincts, abundant milk
production, hardy nature, being short
tailed and hornless and their small
stature and calming nature. It goes
without saying their wool and pelts
are like pure silk to the touch and
their meat mild, but flavoursome.

Vanessa Dickie from Three Sticks
in the heart of Waverley, Taranaki,
and her husband raise Gotland sheep.

She said she chose the breed as
they were beautiful, interesting and

a little bit different. Ten years ago, she
purchased eight Gotland ewes from
Otago, to use for meat and to graze
the driveway.

Deciding the pelts were too beau-
tiful to be discarded, she had some
professionally tanned and was
thrilled with the finished article.

Nowwith 100breeding ewes in the
flock, she has diversified into selling
the pelts online and the demand is
strong. Not only do they now grace

furniture in homes, but they are also
shipped overseas or given as gifts for

new-born babies.
Many of the flock
started life as family
pets and did the cir-
cuit of the local
school pet day. So,
rounding themup
is what Vanessa’s
children love to
do . . . no dog
needed, they
know the call from
the children and

come running.
“Having a retired

father tohelpwith advice
and encouragement has

been a big advantage with this new
venture” says Vanessa. “They do
need a regular pedicure every six
weeks or so as they have feet very
much like a goat and are susceptible
to a bit of foot rot.”

Vanessa’s long-term vision is to
have some of the wool spun and
made into beautiful products. She
also feels there is an opportunity to
promote themeat as a specialtymeat
due to its fine texture and the fact it
has less fat than an average sheep.

But the diversity does not stop
there, with 60,000 manuka trees
planted, they harvest the manuka to
be made into beautiful oil and oil
products such as lip balm and first
aid gel.

At present they have a project on
the design board using manuka oil
and all its healing properties, along
with Gotland wool to produce a heal-
ing dressing.

With dairy farming their main in-
come, theGotland sheepandmanuka
oil are a pleasant distraction while
adding to the diversity of their farm-
ing operation. ■
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24&36MONTH
LOAN TERMS
AVAILABLE

$325 ESTABLISHMENT FEE APPLIES

ONSELECTEDATV +ROV

Grizzly 350, Kodiak450/EPS, Kodiak 700EPS,
Grizzly 700EPS/SE, Viking3/SE, Viking6,
WolverineX2Utility /XT-R,WolverineX4,

WolverineRMAX2/4XTR1000

ONSELECTEDATV +ROV

Grizzly 350, Kodiak450/EPS, Kodiak 700EPS,
Grizzly 700EPS/SE, Viking3/SE, Viking6,
WolverineX2Utility /XT-R,WolverineX4,

WolverineRMAX2/4XTR1000

AG200RIDEAWAY

$6,086 EXC
GST

KODIAK450RIDEAWAY

$13,913 EXC
GST

WOLVERINE X2UTILITYRIDEAWAY

$28,608 EXC
GST

www.yamaha-motor.co.nz
FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT:

*FINANCEDISCLAIMER: Zero deposit; annual repayments only with first repayment due after 12months and 6.95%p.a. fixed interest rate on a 24 or 36month loan term. Asset backed
commercial applicants only with NZBN registered forminimum of 1 year. Maximum amount financed is $35,000 and applies to AG125, AG200, TTR230/A, YFM350FA, YFM450FB,

YFM450FB/P, YFM700FA, YFM700FB/P, YXC700P, YXE850P, YXF850, YXM700, YXE1000PSEM, YXF1000PSEM. Offer available fromDecember 1, 2022 toMarch 31, 2023with final
settlement date of April 30, 2023. Credit criteria, fees, charges and conditions apply including an establishment fee of $325, $10 PPSR fee and a dealer administration fee. Finance to approved

applicants by YamahaMotor Finance New Zealand Ltd. (YMF) NZBN9429036270798 FSP9622. ^Warranty cover is subject to a range of requirements including following the service
schedule & applicable vehicle load/towing limits. Service Intervals are dependent on usage and environmental factors.

OFFER AVAILABLE FROM 1 DEC 2022 TO 31 MAR 2023
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Weneed to talk about over-regulation

The tranche of
regulations is
taking the joy
out of farming,
says Todd
Muller.

Photo / NZME

COMMENT: Farmers are
under-appreciated and
face toomany rules,
writes Todd Muller.

Todd Muller is the National Party’s
spokesman for agriculture.

T he kitchen table has a
special place inall Kiwi farm-
ing homes. Regardless of
what sector we come from,

they’re all remarkably similar.
They aren’t just a place to share

meals, memories, and laughter —
they’re the heart of rural family life,
where bills are paid, budgets are
balanced, and conversations had.

Over the past two decades, I have
spent many hours sitting around kit-
chen tables across the country listing
to the unique stories of the Kiwis who
produce food and fibre for the New
Zealand market, for other Kiwi busi-
nesses and, importantly, for export.

Those farming families haven’t just
shared their stories with me but also
their hopes, dreams, fears, and
challenges — an experience that has
been simultaneously heart-warming
and heart-breaking.

These farmers and growers have
an absolute love of the land and the
lifestyle, but can slowly see their
ability to do what they have done for
generations being eroded by waves
of regulation and added costs.

As summer turns to autumn, the
conversations happening around
those kitchen tables are underscored
by a relentless feeling of stress and

financial pressure that’s sucking the
joy out of farming.

In my view, farmers are over-
regulated and under-appreciated.
About 25,000 farming families pro-
duce enough to feed 50 million
people and generate $52 billion in
exports that underpin our economy
and, therefore, the lifestyles of us all.

New Zealand’s food and fibre pro-
ducers are among the highest quality
and lowest carbon in the world, yet
we don’t often hear that celebrated.
Instead, farmers are told by some-
times faceless Wellington bureau-
crats or local authority officials —
oftenwith no practical farming know-
ledge — how they can and must
improve the way they farm.

Thirty years ago, New Zealand’s
farmers were too lightly regulated.
That was clearly wrong, but now
things have swung too far in the
opposite direction. Farmers are being
told what they can farm, in which
paddock, and how to go about it, with
constantly changing rules about
water quality, biodiversity, climate
change, fertilisers andeverything else
you can imagine. While each of these
expectationsmight sound reasonable
to the urban ear, the cumulative
effect of more rules, reporting, paper-
work, costs, and criticism, with little
regard for fairness, pragmatism or
common sense, make it all the harder
to get out of bed at 4am for milking.
At the same time, competitors in
Europe and America are celebrated
and financially supported to improve.

Some farmers are at the end of
their tether.

National backs New Zealand’s

farming sector. All human land use
has an impact and National’s ap-
proach is to work with the primary
sector to encourage ongoing im-
provement in minimising environ-
mental harm and to build on what
New Zealand is already good at — not
to grind a sector down so it folds in
on itself. Let’s refine our regulations
to make them more workable, im-
prove immigration settings to get in
peoplewho can help on the farm, and
really shake the tree of innovation so
science helps farmers in reducing

greenhouse gas emissions.
National is also committed to ad-

dressing the cost of living for all New
Zealanders. We’re the party of lower
tax: Labour is the party of higher tax.
National says people should keep
more of what they earn. We want to
lift incomes so all Kiwis can get ahead.

National is the party of law and
order, and we’ve announced policies
to tackle gangs and combat youth
offending. National also thinks vital
infrastructure has been neglected
and just last weekwe announced our
Local Water Done Well policy —
which will restore the ownership and
management of drinking water,
stormwater and wastewater to local
councils, instead of Labour’s Three
Waters proposal with four mega-
entities with co-governance forced
on them. In addition to water stand-
ards, we’ll set rules so that councils
have to ring-fence investment in
water infrastructure – not use that
money for other things.

This year, New Zealanders get a
choice about the direction of the
country. I’m committed to National
having the best policies to help rural
families and rural communities.
Many are struggling, recent weather
events have caused incalculable
losses for some, and sector and poli-
tical leaders need to not be afraid to
admit where mistakes have been
made. I’m not afraid of those
conversations, and National won’t be
either. ■

www.thecountry.co.nz
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Pitching in to helpwhen itmatters
COMMENT: Seeing the
destruction brought a few tears,
writes TERRY COPELAND

I am often
inspired and

uplifted by the
true sense of

community our
farmers and

growers have for
each other.

Terry Copeland is chief
executive of Federated
Farmers.

A s I reflect upon spending a
few days in the Hawke’s
Bay recently, there is no
doubt this adverse event

and national state of emergency are
among the very worst this country
has ever experienced (if not the
worst).

It is important to remember that
whilst the Hawke’s Bay was affected
thehardest, thereare isolatedpockets
of communities from Northland,
Auckland, Coromandel, Gisborne,
Wairoa, Tararua, Wairarapa, and sig-
nificant damage in Manawatu.

This goes across 25 territorial
authorities, multiple branches of sup-
port agencies like Rural Support
Trust, and lots of organisations want-
ing to help and make a difference.

Having lived through the Christ-
church earthquakes in 2010-11, result-
ing in my family losing our house, I
can completely relate to the shock,
vulnerability, exhaustion, and fear of
not knowing how you can “get
through this” feels like.

I will admit to shedding a few tears
when seeing the devastation through
the Dartmoor Valley where there
were no people, and an almost-lunar
scene devoid of anything above
ground level because everythingwas
covered in a layer of silt and whole
orchards had disappeared.

On one of the mornings Federated
Farmers provincial sales and engage-

ment adviser Salli Baldock, Feds
Hawke’s Bay president Jim Galloway
and I, alongside Beef + LambCEOSam
McIvor and a couple of his local team,
went to meet with a group of farmers
in Otane (Central Hawke’s Bay). One
of the farmers I knew quite well, and

I asked him how his place was affec-
ted.

He owns a large, high-value-crop
arable farm and he explained that of
his 740ha property, all but 20ha was
still under water 10 days after the
fateful night the Cyclone hit. Luckily,
his house and main implement shed
were spared. Hewasmore concerned
about the damage to some of his
neighbours who are dealing with
animals cut off in inaccessible
paddocks, local roading, and what
impact further rain would have.

I am often inspired and uplifted by
the true sense of community our
farmers and growers have for each
other. They all pitch in to help each
other when it really matters. This
pragmatic approach and simply
rolling your sleeves up and get stuff
done is their way of coping.

The number of bridges destroyed
across the North Island may end up
in the hundreds.

The forestry slash across the
Hawke’s Bay beaches is quite ex-
treme, and obviously up in Tairawhiti
this is an ongoing issue. However, it’s
not all forestry slash.

Thebridge atRissingtonwas swept
away due to whole trees planted as

part of the riparian plantings along
the riverbanks. Weeds building up on
riverbanks have grown significantly
across the Hawke’s Bay due to stock
being fenced off and no longer are
these weeds grazed and kept under
control. This added to river levels
flowing at a higher rate in many
instances along with the lack of
shingle removal raising the bottom of
the river plains. This is a regional
council responsibility, and we saw
this from the Canterbury flooding in
2020, so no excuses . . .

Concerns were raised on the lack
of information people were able to
access when everything except
battery-operated radios were ren-
dered useless. Why wasn’t national
radio used to convey information
that help was coming, which areas
were affected and what was being
done?

That’s one of many issues I have
brought back toWellington about the
lack of a “Civil Defence radio”. The
lack of information about who was
cut off, and where. Another was the
military grounding private helicopter
companies from making crucial food
and medicine drops as they wanted
tohaveclear skies for themselves and
could handle the situation. Why
didn’t they simply bring these heli-
copters and pilots under their com-
mand and cover a greater area much
more quickly?

The vital roading infrastructure is
going to take a long time to fix.

In Christchurch, the roading sys-
tem took 10 years to fix the affected
roads and that was in just one (large)
geographic location. Its decisions like
those that need to be made ahead of
serious recovery projects getting
underway. ■

www.thecountry.co.nz
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WE ARE DELIGHTED TO REPRESENT FRENCH FARM WINERY. 

FOR LEGAL EXPERTISE THAT SPEAKS YOUR LANGUAGE, LET’S TALK.

03 379 7690  |   LAWYER@SAUNDERS.CO.NZ   |   CITY, WIGRAM, PAPANUI, FERRYMEAD   |   SAUNDERS.CO.NZ
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Set amid green lawns and mature trees, with amazing views over the Akaroa 
Harbour, Mt Vernon Lodge is an oasis of calm in an increasingly-hurried world.
Mt Vernon Lodge offers a range of characterful accommodation, as well as a 
fully-equipped function and conference room. 
Whether you’re planning a wedding, team-building exercise, or just a 
gathering of friends and family, Mt Vernon Lodge is the perfect choice.

Contact 
David & Amanda Kinnaird | 33 Purple Peak Road, Akaroa 

03 304 7180 | info@mtvernon.co.nz | www.mtvernon.co.nz

Stars align for winery owners
They fell in love with it immediately. 

Now they’re transforming it into the 
place it once was and so much more.

They’re Caroline and Paul Whitbread, 
who six months ago bought the French 
Farm Winery in the idyllic and picturesque 
settlement of  Akaroa, about an hour from 
Christchurch.

The Whitbreads were initially focused 
on just the house on the then run-down 
winery property at Banks Peninsula. It 
was a new start after fire had destroyed 
their Geraldine home of  18 years in 
August 2021, and after Paul was initially 

keen just to rebuild. Caroline, though, had 
other ideas, a bigger vision maybe and a 
desire to be closer to her two daughters in 
Christchurch. The stars aligned, with the 
French Farm Winery on the real estate 
market in an opportunity too good to turn 
down for the pair and their much-loved 
pooches Maisy and Poppy.

And it wasn’t too long that news of  the 
ownership change, and overhauling what 
they called an “overgrown jungle’’ of  a 
garden, saw enquiries coming through.

“When are you reopening?,’’ they were 
asked.

Drink to that: Wines to die for are part of extensive drink and food options at 
the winery’s new garden bar and deli.
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• Interior and exterior decorating alterations

• Airless spraying

• Wallpapering

• Plastering  

• Residential and Commercial

• Wallpapering

• Plastering  

• Residential and Commercial

Trudgeons
specialise in:

Leave the painting in the 
hands of Trudgeons

PH 03 308 8432 | MOBILE 0274 332 259 
EMAIL trudgeonnz@gmail.com | WEBSITE trudgeonpainting.co.nz

“What have you got planned?’’
Fans with fond memories of  French 

Farm, which has been such a well-
known and popular establishment on 
the banks of  the peninsula for over 30 
years, could not hide their excitement.

The Whitbreads, hospitality worker 
virgins as such, were nevertheless very 
business minded and savvy worldly 
travellers. They’d seen and experienced 
what worked internationally. They 
knew what they liked in the hospo and 
tourism venue game. They also had 
the hospitality-working experience of  
daughter Emily to call on.

And that’s why they decided to 
take a calculated punt by reopening 
the winery’s existing pizzeria, but 
that was never going to be enough. 
Suddenly a picturesque garden bar 
and deli concept arose and that opened 
several weeks ago, quickly becoming 
an instant attraction. Stunning water 
features, stonework and varied seating 
options add to the atmosphere. 

And the food? Oh, the food. Local 
and New Zealand-made delicacies 
abound. Think cheeses, meat, crackers, 
fruit, and platters galore. And it 

doesn’t stop there, with pizzas, pies, 
and the like, to select from. And how 
could we forget the delicious wines 
from local and nearby wineries that 
have helped make the peninsula and 
Akaroa such a go-to location. So, it’s 
certainly all systems go but this is only 
the beginning for the Whitbreads’ 
French Farm Winery reinvigoration. 
They want it to return to its 
glamorous but affordable venue status, 
with a special vibe that appeals to all. 

But they’re also aiming high, with 
a boutique lodge in the old winery 
building a key part of  their plans. 
Hosting events, like mid-winter 
Christmas parties, is also part of  
their thinking. Their new vision is 
already captured in the name with it 
now called: French Farm Winery - 
Garden Bar & Deli, Special Occasions, 
Weddings & Accommodation.

And when it’s all completed, 
the main refurbishments and 
improvements done and dusted, the 
Whitbreads just want that wow 
factor back. Back where it belongs at 
French Farm, with all its magical and 
unmatched views.

Alluring indeed: Akaroa’s French Farm Winery is under new ownership, with 
big plans and developments set to transform it to a whole new level.

New name: Garden Bar & Deli, Special Occasions, Weddings & 
Accommodation
Where: 12 Winery Road, French Farm, Akaroa.
New owners: Caroline and Paul Whitbread.
Get in touch: 03 304 5784.
Email: info@frenchfarmwinery.co.nz
Online: Go to the French Farm Winery Facebook page
Easter trading hours: Good Friday closed
Saturday usual hours 11 till 4
Easter Sunday  open 11 till 4 but not selling alcohol 
Monday usual hours 11 till 4
Closed for winter: From June to end of  August.

FRENCH FARM WINERY

RESIDENTIAL             |             COMMERCIAL             |             INDUSTRIAL             |             LIGHTING             |             24 HOUR MAINTENANCE AND SERVICING

Proud to be entrusted 
to help Paul & Caroline’s 
dream project come  
to life at French  
Farm Winery!!!

Specialist Residential Commercial 
and Industrial Electricians covering 
the wider Canterbury area. 

www.laserelectrical.co.nz | 0800 LASER 4 U (0800 527 374) 

Phone 0800 LASER 4 ULaser Electrical Rolleston, 831 Jones Road 
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FARM SERVICES
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All prices exclude GST
Phone: 0274 326 847
mcmullanent@xtra.co.nz - www.mcmullanenterprises.com

Clough 7m 923.
Trailing maxitill,  
new crumblers, very tidy order.

Sitrex hayrake 5.8 meter Nissan Industrial 46 horse 
power engine Welder 250  
D.C Generator 10 KVA Single 
and 3 phase  

Scannell Wrapper
Kohler Command Engine, 
Updated Electronics Latest 
remote Steering New Tines 
Pallet and half of new wrap 

PRICE$20,000

PRICE$12,500ONO

PRICE$6500

PRICE$2500

RANGE OF PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

Pages 26-27
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Ph. 03 3027305  • E-mail. admin@relgroup.co.nz • Web: www.relgroup.co.nz        

In-shed feed system install, 
herringbone and rotary.

Our award-winning disc mill. Is your 
roller mill not rolling very well? Talk 

to us about swapping it out. 
Blend silos, perfect for feeding non-

flowing  product.

Specialised dealer networks throughout the South Island

Mycoplasma bovis programme 
depopulates infected farms

The Mycoplasma bovis 
Programme has depopulated 

all Confirmed Infected properties 
in the Wakanui area of  mid-
Canterbury and cleaned and 
disinfected these farms. 

The Controlled Area put in 
place in October was lifted on 
Friday 17 March, confirmed 
Programme Director Simon 
Andrew.

“Wakanui farmers will be able 
to farm free of  M. bovis when 
we revoke the Controlled Area 
Notice (CAN) that was declared 
to help eliminate infection from 
the area,” he said.

“These farmers have had to 
farm with M. bovis in their 
region since December 2017 
when the first M. bovis farm in 

Ashburton was discovered.
“As we have not found M. 

bovis outside of  Canterbury 
in more than two years and 
this has been one of  the last 
remaining pockets of  confirmed 
M. bovis infection, we needed 
to take a different approach to 
protect farmers and their cattle.

“We will continue to monitor 
the area closely and are taking a 
cautious approach, so we can act 
quickly should there be reinfection 
in the wider national herd.”

To ensure swift action can be 
taken, the feedlot will remain 
under an RP notice for a period 
while precautionary surveillance 
activities are undertaken, and 
we are assured our actions have 
been successful. Mycoplasma bovis Programme director, Simon Andrew.

The Mycoplasma bovis Eradication Programme began in May 
2018 and is jointly funded by Government (68%) and DairyNZ 
and Beef  + Lamb New Zealand (32%). 
Key numbers: 
•	 Three current infected properties (278 since the start of  the 

programme)  
•	 More than 3 million tests have been completed 
•	 $235 million has been paid out in 2829 claims 
•	 183,000 cattle culled
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NEED STORAGE?  
THINK 
FLEXI TANK

Water, effluent and leachate storage solutions: 
the only storage bladder certiÞed by KIWA

Find out more today 
Andre: 027 706 3633   

www.ßexitanksnz.com 

Get the right 
advice when 
buying and selling 
your livestock
We have clients wanting to buy and sell:
• Herds
• In-calf heifers
• Heifer calves
• Empty heifers & cows

Contact Paul Bailey
M: 027 229 9774   E: paul@canterburylivestock.co.nz

Andrew said the CAN 
has been an important step 
towards ensuring this pocket of  
infection is eliminated. 

The eight cattle properties in 
the ‘high-risk’ area have been 
cleared of  stock, including the 
removal of  infected and in-
contact cattle. Stringent testing 
and monitoring for infection 
in cattle during the past six 
months in the ‘at-risk’ area has 
not identified the presence of  
M. bovis.  

“We know the last four and 
a half  years for farmers in this 
area have not been easy.

“We recognise the hard 
work and sacrifices these 
farmers have made and we are 
continuing to work closely 
with them, to provide support 
where needed.”  

The Programme’s national 
background surveillance 
screening is continuing to 
give confidence that M. bovis 
infection is not widespread. 
These programmes will 
continue for a further four 
years, to quickly detect any last 
remaining infected farms and 
gather the necessary evidence 
to declare freedom from M. 
bovis in New Zealand. 

“It’s critical the farming 
community maintain good on-
farm biosecurity standards so 
the Programme can continue 
to build on the progress 
made.”

“Keeping NAIT records up 
to date is crucial to our ability 

to monitor risk and track down 
potentially infected animals 
before M. bovis spreads to other 
farms.  

“We are as close to moving to 

the next phase of  eradication as 
we have ever been, but we could 
not have got this far in the 
eradication effort without the 
hard work and sacrifices made 

by farmers in Wakanui and 
across New Zealand. 

“While this is positive news, 
it doesn’t mean the job is 
done. It is likely that we’ll find 

more infected cattle before we 
declare success and if  we do 
find any infection, we will deal 
with the situation quickly and 
carefully.” 



Low cost maintenance 

What we can offer:
12 months interest free**

Reliability 

24 hour backup service 
Our new automatic cup remover 

has improved our efficiency 

altogether, with better cow-flows 

and little to no disturbances. We 

love how the Morrison Agri team 

are so responsive, efficient and 

just get the job done quickly.

“
”

Time to install a new 

Cup Remover 

System or upgrade 

your existing Cup 

Removers?

Retrofit into any brand of milking machine 

0800 577 583
www.morrisonagri.co.nz

Reduce your labour and improve 
your milking consistency & accuracy.

** Conditions apply

Customer Testimonial:

- Reinier Undan  |  Rakaia Dairy Ltd T/A Railside
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Freephone: 0800 EUROAG

JAMES MCCLOY
027 782 7606

MARK SMITHERAM
027 292 5014

ELIOT SCHOFIELD
027 611 1892

HE-VA Disc Roller 
Contour series

Multi-functional stubble 
cultivators, work effectively 
near the surface and at depth. 
Working widths from 2.5-8m.

HE-VE Heavy Duty 
Tine Rejuvinator 6mLemken Karat 9 Bredal F2

Kverneland DXP 4.5m

Multidrive with 
Bredal Bin

Bredal B4 Evers 6.3 Folding RollerVogel & Noot Plough

2015 model,  
Levelling boards, 
very tidy.

Vogel & Noot five 
furrow Vari width 
plough.

2015 model.  
Demo use only.

2014 model, 4000L. 
Excellent condition. 
(Sample photo.)

Excellent order 
complete with 
hydraulic drives and 
Whitehead computer.

Very tidy, ready  
for work.

Multidrive MD4140 
with Bredal K75 bin. 
320/95R46 & 600/60R28 tyres. 
Spreadtested. Very tidy condition.

6.0m. The flexibility of primary tilage, seedbed 
preparation, deep mixing and ripping in one 
machine. Demo today. 

$32,500*

Claydon V3.45 Drill

Strip Tillage Drill. 
2005 model. Very 
tidy condition.

$19,995*

$14,995*

$21,995* $21,995*$132,500* $69,995*

$10,995*
$19,500*

HE-VA Disc Roller 
Contour 6.5m

2016 model.
Farmer owned.
Workshop Serviced.
New discs fitted.

$69,995*

PRICE REDUCED!

PRICE REDUCED!

5.5M DISC ROLLER IN STOCK - POA

ARRIVING SOON

Farm profits expected to drop by 
a third as costs increase
Farmers’ incomes could 

drop by as much as a third 
this season as deflated demand 
reduces farmgate returns amid 
ever-increasing input costs.

Industry group Beef+Lamb 
NZ estimates farm profit before 
tax will drop 31 percent this 
season to $146,300, which is 
below the average for the past 
five years, as prices ease from 
record highs after demand from 
the country’s biggest buyer, 
China, dropped during Covid-19 
lockdowns, reducing export 
profits by a third.

Beef+Lamb NZ’s chief  
economist Andrew Burtt 
said lower farmgate returns 
alongside rising farm inflation 
was squeezing margins.

“Inflationary pressure is 
causing on-farm costs to 
increase sharply, eroding 
the benefit of  what are still 
historically pretty good farm-
gate returns,” Burtt said.

“As a country, we’ve got 
lamb exports down about 10-
12 percent, that’s at least 10 
percent less being generated 
for the country, and exports 
are down about 8-10 percent 

for beef, so at least an 8 percent 
decrease for beef.

“It’s like any activity or any 
business, or individual working 

to get paid and that then leads 
on to the things that they can 
afford.”

Added to the cost pressures, 

overall farm expenditure had 
increased as essential inputs 
became more expensive.

“Fertiliser, lime, and seeds 

expenditure is forecast to 
increase by 6 percent to average 
$102,100 per farm, following a 
15 percent increase last season,” 
Burtt said.

“This is the largest area of  
expenditure for sheep and beef  
farms at around 19 per cent of  
farm expenditure in 2022-23.”

Burtt said interest rate 
rises and increased overdraft 
borrowing was forecast to 
increase interest expenditure 
12.5 percent above last 
season.

“As farmers refinance and 
extend overdrafts while 
receiving lower farmgate prices, 
managing cashflow will be a 
challenge this season,” he said.

Farmers had sought to 
reduce costs by deferring 
repairs and maintenance and 
reducing fertiliser use, but 
those measures would only go 
so far in such an inflationary 
environment, Burtt said.

An uptick in global 
sheepmeat and beef  trade was 
expected, with generally solid 
fundamentals in key markets 
and tight global supply levels, 
he said.

Beef+Lamb said farmers have sought to reduce costs by deferring repairs and maintenance and reducing 
fertiliser use.� PHOTO: SUPPLIED / BEEF+LAMB NZ
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Rural People finding rural people

Paula 027 511 8814  •  www.ruralpeople.co.nz

Rural People are passionate about working with the Dairy 
Farmers of New Zealand

• End to end recruitment
• Immigration service in conjunction with 
our licenced immigration advisor

• Reference and police checks
• Individual employment agreements
• Season and fixed term workers
• Staff planning
• Job descriptions
• Tailor made advertising
• Labour market testing
• Performance management
• Candidate care
• Farm Consulting

We offer a range of services 
including but not limited to:

Staffing solutions available for 
dairy farmers with Rural People

Paula Hems started ‘Rural 
People’ just over six years ago 
and is still very much involved 
in her business on a daily basis.  
Rural People has grown out of  
Paula’s desire to support dairy 
farmers across the South Island 
with their ongoing staffing 
challenges. 

“To me farmers are the 
backbone of  the country so I 
started the business to support 
them with their staffing needs,” 
Explains Paula. 

“To compliment this I 
diversified and have been 
offering dairy farmers a lot 
more with regards to HR, 
immigration and pastoral care 
services as well as educating 
farmers on the best ways to 
retain their staff, because 
retention is far cheaper than 
recruitment.”

Rural People sources suitable 
candidates nationwide as well 
as offshore from places such as 
Ireland, UK, Cuba, Sri Lanka, 
Philippines and Nepal.

 “I have the time to sift through 
all the applicants and I look at 
every single one and assess them 
fairly, so that I can find the exact 
fit for my farmers”.  

Paula explained that not 
all recruiters are the same. 
“Anyone can call themselves 
a recruiter, however there 
are two distinct ways of  
recruiting”. “There is what we 
in the industry call a ‘bums on 
seats”’ whereby the recruiter 
puts anyone in the job just 
to make a fee, or you can be 

what we are, a professional 
services company specialising 
in recruitment and HR 
consulting.”

A point of  difference that 
Rural People has is Paula’s 
process, she takes the time to 
get to know her farmers. “I will 
come to the farm, so that we 
can sit down and get a in depth 

understanding of  what you are 
looking for and then I go about 
matching the candidate not 
just to the skill set, but I also 
look for the things you can’t 
teach such as ethics, morals and 
personality.” 

After people are placed 
on farms Paula continues 
supporting the transition and 

find solutions if  there are 
problems. 

“After I place a person on 
farm, I stay in touch with both 
our farmer and the worker to 
ensure everyone is happy and if  
issues do arise, I go back to the 
farm to find solutions”. 

“I never finish recruiting 
and say, ‘see you then, have a 
nice life’ (again that is what 
a bums on seats recruiter 
would do), I have open and 
honest discussions with my 
farmers, as it’s not always the 
candidates that are at fault if  
things go awry.”

With many in the dairy 
sector in multiple locations 
throughout New Zealand 
reporting an ongoing struggle 
with finding, and retaining, 
suitable staff, perhaps it’s time 
to explore what Rural People 
has to offer. 

“Yes, we do have a major staff  
shortage in the industry but 
there are good people out there, 
we just have to look a bit harder 
these days, which is where I 
come in,” adds Paula.

To speak with Paula about 
your staffing issues call her on 
027 511 8814.

Paula Hems’ process involves taking the time to get to know her farmers.
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Land  
Development  
and Civil 
Siteworks 
Done Right
30 years of local knowledge and 
experience makes us the right people 
to talk to when it comes to earthmoving 
and civil siteworks. We explore every 
angle of a project upfront to ensure it 
runs smoothly and efficiently. For us, 
being the best isn’t about getting a job 
done fastest, or cheapest. It’s about 
getting it Done Right.

Find out how we will get your project 
Done Right at tarbotton.co.nz

Raising the standard of hoof care.
Call us on 03 662 8015 Or visit dhi.ac.nz

Lameness is now amongst the top three health issues on-farm 
and it is costing New Zealand dairy farmers millions of dollars 
every year.

Gain knowledge and practical skills.

Raising the standard 
of hoof care.

Lameness Management Workshop
Canterbury: 3rd - 5th April

BOOK NOW: Early bird special $350+gst per person 

This workshop is designed to give students an overview of 
issues relating to lameness management and introduce them 
to the 5 step trimming process according to the Dutch Method. 
The workshop has both theory and practical aspects.
Register today at dhi.ac.nz

winners focus on environment

The winners of  the 2023 
Southland/Otago Dairy 

Industry Awards Share 
Farmer of  the Year category 
say they love to see people 
thrive and progress through 
the industry and believe there 
are still many opportunities in 
the dairy industry.

Michael and Shahn Smith 
were announced winners of  
the region’s Share Farmer of  
the Year category, announced 
at a dinner at Bill Richardson’s 
Transport World in Invercargill 
on Tuesday night. The other big 
winners were Nicole Barber who 
was named the 2023 Southland/
Otago Dairy Manager of  the 

Year, and Ann-Kristin Loferski, 
the 2023 Southland/Otago 
Dairy Trainee of  the Year.

The Smiths saw the Awards 
process as an opportunity to 
reflect on their business. “We 
wanted to push ourselves 
with goal-setting and have 
conversations with like-minded 
people regarding the future of  
farming and the legacy we can 
leave the future generations.”

Prior to entering the dairy 
industry, Michael worked as 
a Land Management Officer 
(Riparian) for the Taranaki 
Regional Council.  “My education 
is environmental-based, and I’m 
passionate about leaving the land 

better than we found it.”
The couple have progressed 

through the industry and are 
now 50/50 sharemilkers for 
Peter and Margaret Smith 
on their 187ha property at 
Otautau, milking 620 cows. 
They won $11,200 in prizes 
plus three merit awards.

The first-time entrants want to 
ensure their business is profitable 
and sustainable.  “Despite 
additional pressures from 
compliance and interest rates 
increasing, the future is positive.”

The Smiths say during harder 
times they are motivated to care 
for the environment and the 
people within their business.  “We 

love our animals and we love that 
we can support our family with 
the business, and can work with 
our extended family and support 
their businesses too.”

Michael and Shahn would 
like to educate children through 
garden to plate programmes 
to help break the cycle of  
ignorance that exists in public 
perception of  dairy farming.

“The general public have 
a disconnection with where 
their food comes from and are 
entirely unaware of  the amount 
of  compliance that is required 
to farm.”

“We employ women in our 
business and support them to 

progress in the industry.  We 
still find gender barriers within 
farming and work to support 
out team by limiting business 
with sexist individuals or 
companies and by calling out 
poor behaviour.”

Michael (36) holds a Bachelor 
of  Science with a double major 
of  Ecology and Zoology and 
a Postgraduate Diploma of  
Science in Zoology. Shahn 
holds a Bachelor of  Applied 
Science majoring in Medical 
Imaging Technology and a 
Diploma in Business majoring 
in Leadership, and is currently 
working as a radiographer at 
Southland Hospital.

Share Farmer Merit Awards:
• DairyNZ – People and Culture Award 		  Michael & Shahn Smith
• Ecolab Farm Dairy Hygiene Award 		  Hazel Baquita & Leo Panaligan
• Federated Farmers Leadership Award 		  Hazel Baquita & Leo Panaligan
• Honda Farm Safety, Health and Biosecurity Award     Hazel Baquita & Leo Panaligan
• LIC – Animal Wellbeing, Recording and 
   Productivity Award				    Ben Franklin
• Meridian Environmental Sustainability Award	 Michael & Shahn Smith
• Ravensdown Sustainable Pasture Award 		  Ben Franklin
• ANZ Business Performance Award  		  Michael & Shahn Smith
• Landpro Emerging Talent Award		   	 Emma & Jamie Hansen
Dairy Manager Merit 
• DeLaval Livestock Management Award		  Nicole Barber

• Fonterra Dairy Management Award		     George Lysaght-Dodson
• Vetsouth Environmental Sustainability Award	    George Lysaght-Dodson
• Cow Manager Pasture & Feed Management Award	   Nicole Barber
• Shand Thomson People & Leadership Award	    George Lysaght-Dodson
• ANZ Personal Planning & Financial 
   Management Award				       Nicole Barber 
• Regional Ford Emerging Talent Award		     Toria Harimate
Dairy Trainee Merit Awards:
• DairyNZ Practical Skills Award			      Ann Kristin Loferski 
• Dairy Holdings Ltd Emerging Talent Award	    Arib Frankln Pelayo
• MilkMap Farming Knowledge Award		     Ann Kristin Loferski 
• FMG Communication & Industry 
   Involvement Award	    			      Ann Kristin Loferski

Southland/Otago Dairy Industry Award winners
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The nutritional requirements of 
the pasture-based dairy cow
Pasture-based dairy farms 

in New Zealand have 
continuously increased their 
productivity, enabling farms to 
remain competitive in light of  
rising costs. Unfortunately, for 
the cow, this represents some 
challenges. Increased stocking 
density tends to coincide with 
greater pasture utilization AND 
increased concentrate feeding. 
Both activities reduce the level 
of  fat-soluble vitamin intake 
(vitamin A, D and E) as well 
as the vitamin biotin, which is 
dependent on high roughage, 
low concentrate diets for 
adequate levels. 

In properly managed pasture, 
micro minerals (minerals 
presented as ppm or mg/kg) 
are often adequate for low 
production cows. However, 
as milk production increases, 
their requirement increases 
and the substitution of  pasture 
with silage or bought-in feeds 
reduces the intake of  cobalt, 
copper, zinc, iodine, and 
selenium. Increased stocking 
density increases mud and 
transfer of  disease between 
cows so there is a requirement 

for a greater concentration 
of  vitamin A, D, E and the 
minerals Se, Zn and Cu to 
boost immunity.

This means that in the 
modern pasture-based dairy 
farm we have often increased 
our requirement for vitamins 

and minerals and decreased 
our inputs! 

Cows only have five 
nutritional must haves, 

everything else can be 
considered an additive that 
should be evaluated on a case-
by-case basis. The Big Five 
are Energy, Protein, Fibre, Fat 
soluble Vitamins and Minerals. 
The use of  vitamins and 
minerals should not be looked 
upon as a feed additive, but 
as replacing what is a normal 
requirement of  the cow on a 
year-round basis. Any cow will 
not function properly in the 
absence of  one of  these 5. 

Before you think of  feed 
additives as a solution to 
a problem, regardless of  
whether they are organic 
minerals, yeasts, B-vitamins, 
protected and unprotected 
amino acids, essential oils, 
ionophores, antibiotics, buffers, 
make sure you have the big 
five right first, otherwise they 
won’t work as well.

It is also important to 
concentrate on nutrition year-
round. Many of  the benefits are 
cumulative, a great example of  
this is the effect of  Biotin on 
hoof  integrity and structure.

– Dr Joe McGrath, 
Sollus Head Nutritionist
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From consent to the pump
www.drilling.co.nz
120 High St, SouthbridgePh 03 324 2571

Need
water? residential irrigation lifestyle

we can help you 
with water wells

Drilling

PH 03 324 2571 www.drilling.co.nzFrom consent to the pump
www.drilling.co.nz
120 High St, SouthbridgePh 03 324 2571

Need
water? residential irrigation lifestyle

we can help you 
with water wells

Irrigation, getting it right
The biggest opportunity to 

improve how efficiently 
water is used is by irrigation 
scheduling (making informed 
decisions about when to start 
and stop irrigating), especially 
during the shoulders of  the 
season.
Deciding when to start/stop 
irrigating

It is important to know 
who has the responsibility of  
deciding when to start and 
stop irrigation, and how that 
decision is made.

Consider these factors before 
irrigating:
• Soil temperature – check soil 

temperature before irrigating. 
Grass growth is slow below 
10 °C at 10 cm depth. Drier 
soils warm more quickly than 
wet soils. Also, applying water 
can cool the soil further.

• Soil moisture status – Check 
soil moisture status is between 
refill point and field capacity 
(with room for irrigation and 
rainfall).

• Weather forecast – check 
forecast for rain.

• Water restrictions – check 
for water supply restrictions, 
annual volume allocation 
limits or water delivery roster.

• Effluent – in areas where 
effluent is applied, ensure 
irrigation does not result in 
ponding.

• Stock – Preferable graze in 
advance of  the irrigator. This 
means the soil is at its driest 
and minimises soil compaction 
and pugging.

• How much water the 
irrigation system can apply.

• What the evapotranspiration 
(ET) rate is.

Irrigation scheduling
When irrigating, the objective 

is to:
• apply water when the plant 

needs it, to maximise plant 
growth

• not overfill soil, which wastes 
water.
There is no value (only cost) 

in applying more water than 
the soil can store, but if  water 
isn’t applied before critical soil 
water deficit is reached, pasture 

growth will slow down. If  the 
irrigation system and water 
supply arrangements allow, 
irrigation should happen when 
the soil moisture level reduces 
to refill point. Up until this 
point, moisture levels will not 
limit pasture growth and no 
visual signs of  plant stress will 
be occurring.
Centre pivot length and 
application rate

With a centre pivot, the 
outside span needs to travel 
faster than the inside span in 
order to keep in line. Because 
the outer span covers greater 
distances, the application rate 
varies along the length of  
the pivot to achieve the same 
application depth.

At the centre, it will be a 
low application rate (light 
drizzle) and at the end span, 

a higher application rate 
(heavy downpour). The longer 
the pivot, the greater the 
application rate will be at the 
end span.

This can cause problems, 
especially on rolling country, 
if  the application rate is too 
high and the water is being 
applied faster than the soil 
can absorb it, increasing the 
risk of  puddles and run-off. 

Because of  uneven infiltration 
into the plant zone, grass 
production can also be reduced. 
Any steps that reduce very 
high application rates will be 
beneficial. For example:
• installing sprinklers with 

greater coverage and which 
spread water over a larger area

• decreasing the application 
depth for each watering and 
returning more frequently.



34 Farming www.guardianonline.co.nzIRRIGATION FEATURE

Practical irrigation systems
SMART Irrigation is 

a practical way for 
irrigators to implement 
and demonstrate good 
management practice.

Well-managed irrigation 
is part of  the commitment 
by IrrigationNZ and it’s 
members to the Good 

Farming Practice Action Plan 
for Water Quality, adopted in 
2018.

SMART Irrigation allows 
irrigators to maintain financial 
viability whilst meeting 
community expectations 
around sustainable water 
management.

Requirements of  SMART 
Irrigation
1. The irrigation system is 

efficient
2. Irrigation is scheduled
3. Operators are trained
4. Auditable records are kept
The Irrigation System is 
Efficient

• Any new development, 
upgrade or redevelopment is 
consistent with the Irrigation 
Design and Installation Codes 
of  Practice and Standards. 
Using an accredited irrigation 
design company is the best 
way to achieve this.

• Any new development, 

upgrade or redevelopment is 
commissioned to demonstrate 
it has achieved its design 
performance parameters.

• All irrigation systems have 
an annual performance 
assessment (a Bucket Test) 
to demonstrate they are 
performing efficiently.
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FIVE YEAR

Irrigation is scheduled
• When scheduling irrigation, 

water use must be compliant 
with your consent conditions 
- this is a legal requirement.

• There are two ways to schedule 
your irrigation, these are

• Soil moisture monitoring

• Soil-water budgets
Operators are trained
• Training is key for everyone 

involved in irrigation and 
must include health and safety 
considerations.

• IrrigationNZ runs practical 
irrigation manager and 

irrigation development 
training days and workshops 
that provide a great way for 
irrigators to upskill and be safe.

• IrrigationNZ has developed 
a number of  resources for 
irrigators including guides, 
templates and checklists, 

these are available free to all 
IrrigationNZ members, or 
provided free as part of  the 
training.

Auditable records are kept
• Records are key to SMART 

Irrigation. Without evidence 
you cannot be accountable.

• Records also provide a useful 
tool for analysis of  performance 
and continual improvement.
The guide to water 

management during the 
irrigation season provides some 
simple tips for you to manage 
your irrigation efficiently.
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Mackenzie 
Highland

A&P Show

www.mackenzieshow.co.nz

Easter Monday
10 April 2023

25
02

03
2

SERVICING SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

Save time and money by utilising 
your farm saved seed

Seed treatment is your first line of 
defence against pests and disease

Operating length separation indent 
cylinders combined with a high 
capacity gravity tables to get the 
best quality seeds for re-sowing 
and contract specs

Cleaning cereals, peas, and 
ryegrass

Twin rotor screening machine with 
aspiration for screening all types of 
seeds for contract specs

The 125th Mackenzie 
Highland A&P Show is 

set to shine this year, having 
the honour of  hosting a royal 
event in the sheep section. 
The royal event status is only 
given out by the National 
A&P Association once a 
year, making this year’s 
show an important one in 
the sheep breeding sector. A 
record number of  entries is 
expected, with the coveted 
Supreme Champions Medal 
and red, white and blue 
ribbon up for grabs. “Some of  
the best sheep in the South 
Island will be on display at 
this year’s show,” Mackenzie 
A&P Show president Chris 
Hampton says.

The sheep section is 
close to the heart for 
Hampton, a second-
generation sheep farmer. 
“We’ve got three sheep 
studs, my father started 
the farm with Suffolk’s in 
1969, and now we have 
my daughter Elizabeth 
coming on. She will be a 
third-generation breeder,” 
Hampton said. 

The Mackenzie Highland A&P Show 
gets the royal treatment this Easter

It’s Mackenzie Highland A&P 
Show time! Here’s what you 

need to know for a great day out

Getting there
The 2023 Mackenzie Highland A&P Show will 

be held in Fairlie on Monday April 10th. Plenty of  
free parking will be available, and you can find the 
visitor car park entrance off  School Road. The show 
gates will open at 8 am to the general public, and the 
show will run until 5 pm. Tickets are $15 for adults, 
$5 for under 15-year-olds and pre-schoolers are free. 
Tickets can be purchased on the day at the gate.
Dogs

Since the show is held on a working farm, the 
committee asks that you please leave your dogs at home 
to prevent the spread of  sheep measles. Guide dogs and 
assistance dogs are welcome.
Alcohol

The Mackenzie Rugby Football Club will be serving 
alcohol from the booth bar from 12 pm-5:45 pm.
Timetable and Programme

The show timetable and programme will be 
available on the show website, www.mackenzieshow.
co.nz, a fortnight before the event.
Entertainment

The Barwood’s Entertainment stage will showcase 
author Craig Smith, local musician Brad Staley 
and the Mackenzie’s Got X-Factor talent quest 
throughout the day.

Continued on P38
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S6 4x4 Single Cab 
Flatdeck 

Pre-Registered.
$36,990 Driveaway.

S6 4x4 Double Cab 
Flatdeck Manual, 

Trade-In, 28,000kms.
$29,990 Driveaway.

For more info contact Scott on 0272014188 or scott@avoncity.co.nz 

S6 4x4 Single Cab
Flatdeck Manual, 

Ex-Demo, 29,000kms.  
$32,990 Driveaway

 

Steve 027 640 3414

Locally Owned & Operated

•  Effluent Ponds & Concrete Tanks
•  Rut Filling     
•  Shingle Supplies
•  On Farm Shingle Screening
• Building  - Pump Sheds   
- Implement  Sheds - Hay Barns
•  Concrete Bunkers

Office  Phone 03 693 7457
E-mail: oliverbros@farmside.co.nz

www.oliverbros.co.nz

Free Quotes 
 No Job Too BIG or Small

SPECIALISING IN DAIRY FARMS 
     & MAINTENANCE

•  Dairy Conversions
•  Farm Tracks
•  Feed Pads   
•  Underpasses
•  Silage Pits
•  Bulk Cartage
•  Site Works & Driveways 
•  Tree Removal
•  Water Reticulation & Storage   
•  Irrigation    
•  Mole Ploughing    

•  Excavators 
•  Loaders
•  Trucks
•  Graders
•  Rollers
•  Transporters
•  Tractor & Rut Filler Hire
•  Tractor & Muckspreader
•  Tractor & Trailer

We are proudly a school inspired 
by our 136-year history of  

providing an exceptional educational 
experience. Our motto, Dulcius Ex 
Arduis – Satisfaction from Hard Work, 
is what we live by in order to achieve 
our mission of  inspiring personal 
excellence in learning and life. 

Waitaki Girls’ High School is 
filled with supportive, engaged, and 
passionate staff  who turn up to 
school daily determined to make a 
difference for all students. There is a 
wide range of  specialist teachers on 
staff  at Waitaki Girls High School 
which means that students are 
receiving a broad and rich education 
and can find and develop their 
passions and unique talents. 

Our purpose is for every young 
woman who attends Waitaki Girls’ 
High School to leave as a responsible, 
respectful, and resilient citizen, ready 
to follow her aspirations, make the 
most of  the opportunities in life and 
find her place in the world.

At a Glance
• Waitaki Girls’ High School is a 

state Year 9-13 Boarding School for 
young women, situated in the heart 
of  Oamaru, North Otago.

• Waitaki Hostel is small with an 
emphasis on providing a safe, positive, 
and nurturing environment for young 
women to live and learn in.

• Our classes are small, and we 
offer a wide range of  options to cater 
to all learners.

Inspiring personal excellence 
• Our students have 

performed above other similar 
secondary schools and national 
averages

• We offer top-quality 
teaching and learning 
environments.

• We proudly put student 
wellbeing at the forefront with 
our no mobile phones during 
the school day for Year 9-12 
students. 

• Our vertical Whanau 
groups provide connection and 
a sense of  belonging to our 
school community.
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Phone 308 4079
www.ruraltransport.co.nz

Operating in:
Ashburton 
Fairlie
Kurow
Waimate

• Experienced drivers
• Excellent area knowledge
•	 Modern	fleet	with	the	

latest	technology

Call our  
team	today

0 3  3 0 8  4 0 7 9
Proud to service the farming  

community in Canterbury

• Livestock cartage • Fertiliser spreading   
• Bulk cartage •  Cool and dry storage   

• Tow and Fert  •  General freight

Always something new arriving…

158 Stafford Street, Timaru   |   03 688 6764   |   www.timarusewing.co.nz

Novelty, Kiwiana and designer patchwork fabrics Crucci 4ply Sock YarnNew crochet and punch needle kits

Hampton’s wife, Annabelle, 
is convenor for the equestrian 
section and is the third 
generation in her family 
showing horses. Hampton’s 
daughter Elizabeth is also 
on the show committee and 
is involved in organising the 
rodeo display, which includes 
the roping of  a plastic calf.

Entertainment for all ages 
will take place across the day, 
with traditional favourites wood 
chopping, sheep dog trials and 

carnival rides joining an exciting 
programme of  newer events 
that will, no doubt, be crowd 
favourites. The Silverstream 
Hotel will run a gumboot 
throwing competition, and 
children can test their farming 
skills in the Country Kids Agri-
sports Challenge. The Wonky 
Donkey’s Craig Smith, sponsored 
by Fairlie Early Learners, will 
entertain young children. A 
talent quest, Mackenzie’s Got X 
Factor, will give budding stars a 
chance to be in the limelight.

The gift lamb competition, 
sponsored by BX foods, will 
allow spectators to view a live 
sheep auction, with funds raised 
going back into running the 
show and helping fund an annual 
university scholarship donated 
by the Mackenzie A&P Society.

“There’s something for 
everyone, young and old,” 
Hampton said. “Whether it’s 
livestock, horses, tractors, or 
stalls. There will be a very big 
trade display and craft and home 
industry stalls. You name it, it’s 

there. It’s the last show of  the 
season, and it’s Easter weekend, 
so it’s going to attract a lot of  
people from out of  the area.”

The Mackenzie Highland A&P 
show was first held in 1899, with 
visitors arriving by trap, sulky, 
horseback and train, and attracted 
178 entries. Since then, the show 
has grown from strength to 
strength, returning after five 
cancellations since its debut on 
the show calendar. The polio 
epidemic in 1925, World War II 
in 1943, the infantile paralysis 

epidemic of  1948 and the more 
recent covid restrictions of  2020 
and 2022 closed the show gates. 
Still, the committee has worked 
tirelessly to bring the much-loved 
event back to life each time. Now 
with around 1000 classes and an 
expected 15,000 visitors through 
the gates on Monday April 10th, 
the 125th Mackenzie Highland 
A&P Show is now Australasia’s 
biggest one-day show, and one not 
to be missed.

– By Claire Inkson 
Claire.inkson@theguardian.co.nz

From P36

� PHOTOS: SUPPLIED
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STANDING FOR 
LOCAL SOLUTIONS TO
LOCAL PROBLEMS
 
 

Come and meet Miles Anderson

National Party Candidate for Waitaki

Authorised by: 
M Anderson, 152 Anderson Road, 
Southburn, RD2, Timaru.

Mackenzie A&P Highland Show
Easter Monday • 10 April 2023
 
OR CONTACT MILES ANYTIME:

miles.anderson@national.org.nz

www.facebook.com/MilesAndersonWaitaki

027 422 8048

The Mackenzie Highland A&P 
Show has got the X-Factor
The stage will be set at 

The 125th Mackenzie 
Highland A&P Show when 
the Mackenzie’s Got X-Factor 
Talent Quest kicks off  on 
Easter Monday. The talent 
quest is hosted by Bedford 
Entertainment, who have run 
other similar events at shows 
throughout the South Island.

“Our talent quests have 
been run in many towns and 
cities but fit the A&P show 
format and ethos particularly 
well. We’ve had all sorts of  
entries, from dancers to magic 
acts. We even had a puppet 
show one year,” says Bedford 
Entertainment’s Jae Bedford.

“People can do anything and 

be anything they want. We get 
singer-songwriters and people 
playing contemporary covers. 
The most important thing for us 
is that people get the opportunity 
to express themselves.”

The talent quest will be 
held in sections throughout 
the show day, with other acts 
slotted in between to keep 

crowds entertained. Spectators 
will be treated to a Bedford 
Entertainment showcase, and 
the South Island’s very own 
country rock artist, Brad Staley, 
will also take the stage. 

With limited spaces available, 
keen competitors in the talent 
quest are encouraged to register 
before the event. Prizes are up for 

grabs, including the opportunity to 
attend a workshop at The Bedford 
School of  Music, which focuses 
on creativity, entertainment 
and education. To register, 
email Bedford Entertainment at 
jaebedfordentertainment@live.
com.

– By Claire Inkson 
Claire.inkson@theguardian.co.nz

� PHOTO: SUPPLIED
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FARM INSURANCE
SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO SUIT YOU

Phone: David 027 221 9190 | James 027 276 7747
73 Burnett St Ashburton

Qualified, experienced 
broker with a farming 
background who works 
for you to get more out of 
your insurer. You benefit 
from our NZbrokers 
membership, as we 
provide broader cover 
and policies to cover your 
whole business operation.

Locally Owned 
Local People Local Pride. 

For over 50 years we’ve been bringing a personal approach to  
insurance and investment. Your security is assured with the best  

products available for your situation. 

We provide comprehensive options to protect your  
family, farming & business operation – and we can  
work with you to establish a funding solution for  

succession of the next generation of family members. 

 

If you would like help and advice tailored to your 
situation then contact us today. 

PH: 03  307 8000  | Level 2, 73 Burnett St, Ashburton  
Scott Kilworth: 021 228 0016 |  kilworths.co.nz/insurance/rural-insurance 

A Kilworths Insurance Plan will minimise risk in the areas of: 
 Farmers & Rural Risk Protection 
 Personal Risk Protection 
 Business Risk Protection 
 Kiwisaver 

Tips for farm budgeting and 
planning for the year ahead
Having a budget for your 

farm is a great way to 
plan and track the financial 
performance of  your business. 
Creating one can be simple, you 
just need to know where to get 
started.

The financial side of  things 
can sometimes take a back 
seat to the daily challenges 
of  running your business. 
You may have to deal with 
weather extremes, fluctuating 
commodity prices, seasonal 
labour shortages, or the 
demands of  environmental 
compliance.

It’s not uncommon for 
farm owners and managers at 
different stages in their farming 
lives to need some guidance on 
how to manage cash flow and 
budgets, as there can be times 
when a drop in cash flow meets 
a sudden rise in costs, and a 
farm’s viability can take a hit.
Things to include in your 
farm budget

A budget focuses on 
estimating your income and 
expenditure for the 12 months 
ahead. Things such as:
• income from different sources 

(e.g. milk or stock sales)
• your farm’s working expenses 

(e.g. power, fuel, repairs, and 
maintenance)

• interest, fees and lease 
payments

• loan principal repayments
• planned capital expenditure 

(e.g. stock, vehicles, or 
equipment) – it’s also 
worth considering different 
ownership models, i.e. leasing 

vs buying
• future tax payments
• your personal drawings or 

shareholder remuneration
• 3–5 year savings goals and 

ideal cash reserves (a safety 

net for more challenging 
seasons).

The benefits of  having a 
financial plan

By creating a farm budget, 
you’re also generating an 
accurate, real-world view of  
how your year will pan-out. 
Of  course, things can and will 
change, but it gives you some 
key markers to hit over the next 
12 months, as well as a checklist 
to measure your farm’s financial 
progress against.
See the bigger picture

At the end of  the day, a 
budget isn’t just about being 
better equipped to raise finance 
or better manage debt. It’s 
about the bigger picture – 
having some clear financial 
goals for your operation, and a 
plan for achieving them.

Many industry groups, like 
DairyNZ and Beef+Lamb, offer 
budgeting tools and workshops 
to help you understand the cash 
flows and financial performance 
specific to your sector. These 
can help you evolve your 
business thinking and get to 
know how others are managing 
their financials too.

Being prepared and having a solid budget on the farm is a great way to track financial performance.�
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2189807

03 687 7122
Level 1, 26 Canon Street, Timaru

Fax: 03 684 8558 • reception@martinwakefield.co.nz

www.martinwakefield.co.nz
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03 687 7122
Level 1, 26 Canon Street, Timaru

Fax: 03 684 8558 • reception@martinwakefield.co.nz

www.martinwakefield.co.nz

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
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AKEFIELD LTD

Benchmarking • Bookkeeping/accounting 
• Budgeting • Business Start-up 

• Cash Flow Forecasting • Financial Planning 
• Financing • Monitored Business Performance 

• Office Duties • Payroll Services 
• Portfolio Management 

• Software Solutions • Strategic Planning

RURAL BUSINESS SERVICES

WE WORK WITH

Feeling the 
financial pinch
Finance plays an essential role 

in every business, including 
the food and fibre sector. Related 
to this are matters such as debt 
management, tax management and 
business structures.

Usually you can see a way ahead 
when working with your accountant 
and bank,  but sometimes you feel 
financially stuck. You may want to 
discuss this with someone and we’re 
here to help.

Below is information about some 
assistance we may be able to help you 
tap into.

Funding to get advice for struggling 
farmers

This is an initiative funded by banks 
and the government offering support 
for farmers and growers struggling 
with business debt. 

The government has allocated 
$200,000 for the Farm Business 
Advice Support Fund, which is 
managed by Rural Support Trusts.

For a qualifying farmer or grower, 
the Fund will provide up to $6,000 
to pay for financial or business advice 
from an independent consultant.

The National Council of  Rural 
Support Trusts and New Zealand 
Bankers’ Association signed the 
agreement for the fund back in 2020. 
Under the agreement, the RSTs 

will provide up to $3000, depending 
on an assessment of  need, and the 
relevant bank will match that dollar 
for dollar.

RST National Council chair Neil 
Bateup says the fund is for a farmer 
or grower who is feeling pressure. 
“This might be because there’s 
been some change or their bank has 
indicated they need to discuss their 
debt situation. The hope is that there 
may still be options available so that 
the wishes of  all parties can form a 
solution for going forward.

“There’s a recognition it’s in 
everyone’s best interest for a farmer 
or grower to have up-to-date business 
and financial plans,” says New Zealand 
Bankers’ Association chief  executive 
Roger Beaumont. “This will inform 
conversations between the farmer or 
grower and their bank.”

Rural Support Trusts will take an 
application from, or on behalf  of, a 
farmer or grower who might qualify 
for assistance.

The consultant will provide a report, 
which will be given to the farmer or 
grower and their bank.

This initiative involves ASB, ANZ, 
BNZ, Heartland Bank, Rabobank, SBS 
Bank, TSB and Westpac. 

Sourced from 
www.rural-support.org.nz



• 8,000 litre tank
• Booms available up to 55m
• Full circulation and no rest 

liquid with GreenFlowPlus
• Optimal control and intuitive 

operation with EcoTronicPlus
• Full circulation and no rest 

liquid with GreenFlowPlus

www.agrifac.nz

CAPACITY, CAPACITY, CAPACITY

Power Farming Ashburton

Simon Jackson 
027 512 7205

Tom Wells 
027 706 4147

Nigel Douglas 
027 263 9185

SOUTH ISLAND 
AGRICULTURAL 
FIELD DAYS

For 70 years the South Island Agricultural Field Days has provided 
the perfect outlet for agricultural business to showcase their 

businesses and latest developments. It’s back again this month 
and promising to be better than ever.



43www.guardianonline.co.nz SOUTH ISLAND FIELD DAYS FEATURE

Specialising in FULLY INSULATED Kennels

 Locally owned & operated. 
 Heavy duty dog kennels & motels. 
 Domestic & commercial size kennels. 
 Built to your requirements or custom projects.

Ph: 02108165922
www.southerncrossdogkennels.com

Like us on
Dairy Feed and Crop Storage Specialists

Available Nation Wide

•  Seed Cleaning  •  Milling & Feed Plants  •  Disc Mill & Dairy Feed Systems  
•  Engineering & Design

03 303 7266 tom@pmr.co.nz 027 514 6606

NZ’s longest running Field Days 
back for another year
South Island Agricultural 

Field Days is one of  the 
oldest and largest agricultural 
events in the South Island, 
going back over 70 years. 

It focuses on opportunities 
to view machines in their 
working state and reinforces the 
relationship between farmers, 
service providers, scientists and 
technical experts.

The main aim of  the South 
Island Agricultural Field Days 
(SIAFD) is to give farmers and 
others in the rural sector the 
opportunity to see the latest 
in agricultural machinery and 
services that are available on 
the market, particularly home-
grown products.

In past years the event 
attracts approximately 20,000- 
30,000 visitors over the course 
of  three days.

SIAFD is: 
• New Zealand’s longest 

running Field Days
• New Zealand’s biggest 

demonstrative Field Days
• The South Island’s largest 

2023 Field Days
• A non-profit organisation – 

all surplus goes back into 

developing the site, running 
the event or are given away 
as community donations or 
scholarships

• One of  the few Field Days 
to allocate sites based on 
industry – making it easy for 
visitors to find and compare 

products
• Committed to the 

development of  its volunteer 
members

The 2023 edition of  South 
Island Agricultural Field Days 
is set to be held on March 29, 
30 and 31 at Kirwee. 

� PHOTO: SIAFD FACEBOOK
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cates.co.nz

Looking to increase
milk production?
Grow with us.

What you get out of your dairy production depends on what you put 
into it. Fortunately, with Cates, you won’t be putting in all the hard  
work alone. Our team of Agronomists are here to ensure you get the best 
results possible from your pasture, and that you can reap the full benefits 
of the latest advancements in research and development. So, speak to us 
and let’s grow together.

She’s a full house at SIAFD 2023
The no vacancy sign is 

already up for exhibitors 
at the 2023 South Island 
Agricultural Field Days. 

At the end of  January 
organisers of  the hugely 
successful event were able 
to announce the event was 
a sell out with all exhibitor 
sites snatched up with a 
waitlist created for anyone 
who missed the cut but still 
wished to be a part of  the 
event. 

And that will mean that 
anyone with an interest in 
agriculture and a desire to 
be up to date with all the 
latest trends, equipment and 
machinery will want to be on 
site on one of  the three-days 
of  this year’s event on March 
29, March 30 and March 31. 

Held every two years, the 
event has continually grown 
in stature and still remains 
New Zealand longest and 
biggest demonstrative Field 
Days. 

Controlled, organised and 
run by a tireless group of  
volunteers who work hard to 
ensure that each edition runs 
without a hitch, there’s been 
a huge amount of  work once 
again go into the 2023 Field 
Days which will again be 
held in Kirwee. � PHOTOS: SIAFD FACEBOOK
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Various sized Cabins 
available to rent now

roommatecabins.co.nz
0800 111 344

Need more 
space at your 

place?

SITE 220

The 2023 South Island Agricultural Field Days are a sell out with all exhibitor sites snapped up.�

Speaking to media, committee 
chairman Hayden Dorman said 
with the shackles of  Covid 
rapidly disintegrating there was 
strong expectation for a huge 
crowd to be in attendance this 
year and with news of  the full 

house sign going up, there’s 
going to be a bit of  something 
for everyone. 

And in turn, with Covid 
supply chain pressures easing, 
exhibitors will be able to 
showcase some of  the latest, 

most exciting products on the 
market. 

“The exhibitors, who are 
either already booked, or 
about to, appreciate having 
the space and facilities to 
showcase and demonstrate 

their equipment to visitors 
who mean business, who are 
coming because they want to 
see just how well it performs 
in field,” Dorman told the 
Otago Daily Times. 

Work has been undertaken 

since 2021 when the event 
was last held to upgrade 
and improve the facilities at 
Kirwee including an expanded 
electricity provider, new paved 
roads and a new-look water 
supply.
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Assured Quality

Trusted Experience

World Class Service

51 Carters Road, Amberley        0800 908 908         www.ncequipment.co.nz

See us at  
Kirwee SIAFD  

March 2023 
Site 804-806

ASHELS Quality Products

WALTER WATSON
Hydraulic Folding Cambridge Roller

WALTER 
WATSON

®

0% Finance*

Small Bale Packer

Cambridge  
Breaker Ring  

Rollers

Cultivation Equipment
Hydraulic Tip Trailers

•C A N A D A
•

• M

ADE IN•

• F R A N C E •

• M

ADE IN•

• I R E L A N D
•

• M

ADE IN•

• I R E L A N D
•

• M

ADE IN•

On all advertised brands

Field demo at SIAFD

*Conditions Apply. 30% deposit, 12 monthly instalments, 
GST content repaid in 3rd month. Fees and lending  
conditions apply. Offer end April 21st 2023.

Mark’s doing his     bit for hydroponic food security
Mark Etheridge is keen to see 
New Zealand taking positive 
steps towards food security 
and he believes a simple 
hydroponic vertical farm 
system he has franchised could 
be one of  those steps. He talks 
to Sue Newman about the zero 
waste, minimal human input 
system that he is trialling in 
a container on his farm as he 
prepares to showcase it for 
the first time publicly at the 
South Island Agricultural 
Field Days this month. 
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Adam has an enduring connection to dairy farming – he  
grew up on a dairy farm and spent time dairy farming.

This practical farming knowledge combined with a period as a 
Rural Banker means Adam can provide an unparalleled level of 
expertise when you’re looking to sell your most valuable asset.

Adam Whitelock
027 408 3424 | adam.whitelock@bayleys.co.nz
WHALAN AND PARTNERS LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Whether you’re looking to sell or just want to stay up to date 
with the market, give Adam a call for a confidential chat.

ADAM  
WHITELOCK
ALL OVER DAIRY FARMING  
IN CANTERBURY

Mark’s doing his     bit for hydroponic food security
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Unbeatable in the 
paddock for rate, spread 
width and distribution* 
• Dynamic weighing
• ISOBUS and VRT ready
• Spread fertiliser, lime, gypsum & manure
• Spread urea up to 36m 

*Rate, spread and distribution are dependent on indiviudal settings and calibration 

Unbeatable in the paddock for rate, 
spread width and distribution

Power Farming Ashburton

Simon Jackson 
027 512 7205

Tom Wells 
027 706 4147

Nigel Douglas 
027 263 9185

Terrestrial
Wireless

RBI
(3G/4G) DSL Fibre

C
O

N
TA

C
T

 U
SE. sales@scorch.co.nz

P. 0800 726 724

www.scorch.co.nz

Rural Broadband
for your home, 
business or farm

Revolutionising the way we grow 
food with minimum intervention
Mark Etheridge says he’d 

never call himself  a 
farmer, but when it comes to 
food security in New Zealand, 
he’s determined to do his bit.

The Drummond and 
Etheridge owner is a diesel 
mechanic whose stock and trade 
is farm machinery, and he’s now 
diversifying into marketing 
a vertical farming system 
where vegetables are grown 
hydroponically in racks with 
minimal human intervention.

It might seem light years 
away from his family’s 
traditional business, but it’s still 
about food production, Mark 
said.

D&E has a research and 
development division and the 
vertical farming idea was first 
spotted by division manager 
Paul Galletly at an Australian 
field day. Impressed by what he 
saw, he brought the idea home 
to the D&E board. They liked 
what they saw.

“I was particularly keen on it. 
I guess what I liked, was that 
it was something that worked 
around full automation and the 
ability to do something where 

you didn’t have to rely on a lot 
of  people. It fits in well with 
our rural farm business and 
with our core beliefs in the 
business,” he said.

And what he also liked was 
the low energy and low water 
use of  the system and the fact 
that everything used in one 
cycle of  food production was 
reused again and again.

“It’s something that works 
towards food security, because 
that’s an issue worldwide and 
it’s something we need to start 
thinking about in New Zealand. 
There is no doubt farming 
indoors will be a growing 
trend for food security. I was 
committed to this before I saw 
it. Someone has to take a punt,” 
he said.

The recent upper North 
Island floods and the 
subsequent loss of  fruit and 
vegetable crops were definitely 
a nudge in the direction 
of  looking at food security 
systems, Mark said.

It took six years, however, 
from first sighting of  the 
system to its arrival in New 
Zealand - Covid took out 

a slice of  time and there 
were other big projects the 
company had to complete first, 
Mark said.

Mark and his board agreed 
to buy the franchise for the 
vertical farm system for New 
Zealand and the Pacific Islands. 
That done he’s currently 
preparing a site on Seafield 
Road alongside the company’s 
farm machinery retail base, for 
the demonstration farm. He’s 
also established a miniature test 
farm in a container at his home.

“This way we can run the 
system, test it here and better 
understand the installation 
and maintenance costs, all the 
things we need to understand 
when we’re selling the product. 
This is something different 
for me and I’m enjoying the 
challenge.”

Each cell has its own 
harvesting unit and Mark has 
added an automated packing 
system using compostable bags 
to the demonstration model.

“The whole idea is to create 
an eco-friendly, low-staff  
model.”

His mini trial unit is 

producing crops of  spinach and 
rocket on a 28-day rotation. 
He’s had seven harvests, each 
yielding 1 1/2 - 2kg of  spinach. 
Coriander is next on the trial 
list.

It’s a simple system using a 
growing medium of  reusable 
clay pebbles, carefully measured 
water and nutrients and light 
for 17 hours per day. The labour 
input for a single cell is about 
three hours per week.

“It’s a pretty recyclable 
system and we’re trying to keep 
to zero waste,” Mark said.

There is a long list of  
vegetables that can be grown in 
the vertical farm and there will 
be opportunities to trial new 
vegetables both in his unit and 
at home base in Australia.

The first produce is 
anticipated to be ready for 
harvest in the Ashburton 
demonstration farm in August. 
Groundwork on the site is 
underway with Timaru’s 
Thompson Engineering 
committed to having the build 
completed by mid June. The 
plant will be installed by the 
end of  July. Mark’s already 

several steps ahead.
“I’ve been working out 

systems on how to set up and 
operate so I have a head start, 
so I can fully understand the 
system and teach someone else. 
It’s fascinating, I love it and 
there is something satisfying 
about growing things,” he said.

Mark will install a single 
cell demonstration unit at his 
Seafield Road site, with plans to 
install a second cell set in the 
future.

The vertical farm will have its 
first public outing at the South 
Island Agricultural field days at 
Kirwee on March 29 - 31. The 
container containing the test 
bench will be on site.

He’s already received 
potential orders and said by 
the end of  this year he’ll be 
comfortable promoting and 
selling the system.

It’s a niche product, one that 
can be expanded as required. 
Because it is built on a single 
cell system, the vertical farms 
can be established on a large 
commercial scale or they can be 
an add on to an existing farm 
business.
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Come and see us at the 
South Island Agricultural 

Field Days!

Our team have proven knowledge and 
the experience to expertly guide you 
through the process of designing and 

building a home to suit your needs and 
your budget.

431 Main South Road, Hornby, 
Christchurch.

Open Monday – Friday 10am – 4pm,
Sunday 1pm – 4pm

(Closed Saturday and public holidays)

Phone 0508 LOCKWOOD  |  03 344 0299 

Email info@lockwood.co.nz

lockwood.co.nz

Can’t make it to the show? Call into our 
show home to see what we can offer:

29th - 31st March 2023, Kirwee
Site 22

Resource consents are the lifeblood 
of  many farming operations. 

Given their fundamental importance, 
and how vital they are to our 
businesses, how often do we get them 
out of  the filing cabinet to check and 
review them? 

It’s important that they are 
periodically reviewed to ensure there 
is full compliance, that they accurately 
reflect what we are doing and also that 
they still enable us to do what we’d like 
to be doing.  

It is easy to overlook consents until 
compliance issues arise, or they’re 
nearing expiry. Asking questions like 
whether all elements of  the consent 
are being met, whether it accurately 
reflects our needs, and when it expires, 
is crucial.

It’s not uncommon for consent 
holders to wish their consent was 
different, for example that they allowed 
a higher flow or a different daily or 
weekly volume.  Altering consents 
to reflect these changes is often 
straightforward. Contrary to popular 
belief, changing a consent won’t risk 
losing part of  what it authorises, nor 
will it give the regional council an 
opportunity to impose unrelated new 
conditions.

Aqualinc offers a consent WOF 
service, which involves reviewing your 

consents to ensure they enable you to 
do what you need to do. This process 
considers what may be required when 
replacing the consent and identifies 
what can be done now to help with the 
renewal process.

Don’t overlook the importance of  
regularly reviewing your consents. Call 
Aqualinc today to discuss your needs and 
ensure your consents accurately reflect 
your requirements.

Checking your 
resource consents 

Matt Bubb, consents and compliance 
business manager with Aqualinc.�



PULSAR

Visit us at SIAFD 2023 undercover site C77 
Web:www.advancedoptics.nz - Phone 03 970 0570
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• Innovative
• Simple
• Durable

PH. 0800 337 848

COME AND SEE US AT SIAFD TO FIND OUT ABOUT 
FERTIGATION ON YOUR FARM

Call or Email
graeme.pile@fertigation.co.nz

SITE 
866

Innovation and technology  
a high-light at the field days
The countdown is on for 

the 2023 South Island 
Agricultural Field days, held 
in Kirwee on the 29th-31st of  
March. Farmers will have the 
opportunity to view emerging 
agri-technology that looks to 
provide practical solutions to 
everyday farming challenges, as 
well as issues like greenhouse 
gas emissions and water quality 
improvement. With a focus on 
innovation and technology, the 
Field days Innovation awards 
will showcase an exciting line-
up of  entries from agri-tech 
exhibitors.

Ecopond, developed by 
Ravensdown Ventures in 
collaboration with Lincoln 
University, is a contender for 
the award and one most farmers 
will already be familiar with. 
The Ecopond system reduces 
methane emissions in dairy 
effluent ponds by 99% using 
an additive typically used in 
drinking water. The innovative 
technology also reduces 
nitrate leaching from treated 
effluent by 90% and E.coli from 
drainage water by 99%.

Fieldmate, another 
Canterbury-developed 

innovation for protecting the 
electric motor in seed drills, is 
also entering the awards. Ruts 
Plus have two entries, with 
technology aimed at farmers 
dealing with issues with 
centre pivots.

“The heart of  the South 
Island Field Days are the 

rural communities who our 
exhibitors rely so much upon. 
It is an event to celebrate not 
only the latest and greatest 
in equipment and machinery, 
but also the innovation and 
inspiration that our rural 
communities generate,” 
committee chairman Hayden 

Dorman said.
Around 50 active equipment 

demonstrations be running 
throughout the three-day event, 
giving farmers a chance to 
‘try before they buy’. Despite 
the tough time machinery 
distributors have had in the 
past two years in sourcing 

equipment and parts due to 
shipping and covid delays, 
organisers report that all 
brands have stepped up with 
their best and latest equipment 
for farmers this year.”The field 
days provide an opportunity to 
really do your homework on 
what the best purchase decision 
may be, after some of  the 
challenges in the past couple of  
years,” Dorman said.

A planted crop of  maize on 
the Kirwee site will show the 
different outcomes of  three 
different drill types, including 
a strip till drill. With climate 
change, maize is becoming a 
more viable option in Canterbury, 
with maize silage a high-value 
feed crop commonly grown in 
the North Island holding strong 
appeal for southern farmers. “We 
have doubled the area put into 
maize this year for demonstrating 
drilling methods and harvesters 
in response to a lot of  farmer 
interest in the crop as an option 
to importing more expensive 
supplements as costs have risen 
in the past year,” demonstration 
coordinator Andrew Stewart said.

By Claire Inkson
claire.inkson@theguardian.co.nz

� PHOTO: SUPPLIED
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See you at the
South Island
Field Days

Site 1068

What you need to know from 
campervan parking to coffee
GETTING THERE

Getting in and out of  the 2021 
South Island Agricultural Field Days will 
be quick and easy for anyone arriving in 
Kirwee from any direction. The Field Days 
will open at 8am each day and will close 
at 5pm, with all routes into the event well 
sign-posted for easy traffic flow. 

FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS

There will be a number of  lunch, coffee, 
and food stalls available on site with the 
SIAFD preferred caterer. This will be the 
only official licensed site. SIAFD will be 
accepting a very small number of  other 
food vendors.

ALCOHOL
The SIAFD bar will be open until 6pm 

on Wednesday to Friday.
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SETTING NEW STANDARDS

MARK 
SMITHERAM
027 292 5014

ELIOT 
SCHOFIELD
027 611 1892

JAMES 
MCCLOY
027 782 7606

• Multi-functional stubble 
cultivators, work effectively 
near the surface and at depth.

• DSD technology automatically 
changes the angle of the discs 
as they penetrate the soil.

• Hydraulic weight transfer 
system ensures uniform tillage.

• Use independently or in 
combination with other 

trailing equipment.

• Contour XL equipped with bigger, 
more effective, 610mm discs. Raised 
frame for optimum soil flow.

• Available in both trailed and 
threepoint linkage. Range of roller 
options. Working widths from 2.5-8m.

HEVA DISC ROLLER CONTOUR SERIES

• Flexibility of primary tillage, 
seedbed preparation, deep mixing 
and ripping in one machine. 

• Integrated levelling discs leave a 
smooth, even finish.

• Traction enhancement system 
reducing both slippage and fuel 
consumption.

• Optional heavy rollers.

• Individual tine protection.

• Available in mounted, rigid or 
folding; and semi-mounted, 
folding in working widths of 
3-7m.

LEMKEN KARAT 9 CULTIVATOR

5.5M DISC ROLLER IN STOCK - POA 6M KARAT 9 IN STOCK - POA

VISIT US AT SIAFD
SITE# 850-854

ATM
There will be an ATM on 

site located near the office.
BEST SITE AWARD
A prize valued at $500 for 

the best large site and best 
small site will be awarded by 
the SIAFD committee.

The winning sites will be 
those that attract a large 
number of  genuine enquiries, 
are active stands with

demonstrations likely to 
attract attention, and are tidy 
and staffed efficiently.

CAMPERVANS/ 
MOTORHOMES/ RVs

Overnight parking or 
camping is not permitted 
on the SIAFD site or in the 
carpark, however less than 5

minutes down the road the 
Courtenay A&P Showgrounds 
in Kirwee are offering 
camping. Charges: $10 per

night for power, or $5 per 
night non-power sites.

CATERING & FOOD 
VENDORS

There will be a number of  
lunch, coffee, and food stalls 
available on site with the 
SIAFD preferred caterer.

They will be the only 
official licensed site and 
will be accepting a very 
small number of  other food 
vendors. 

COFFEE
There are many coffee 

options around the grounds 
including one at each 
entrance. � PHOTOS: SIAFD FACEBOOK



0800 901 902
  sales@pppindustries.co.nz
    www.pppindustries.co.nz

Sheep Jetter
Sheep dipping...made easier!
Including:
• Jetter Unit
• Hose Kit
• Pump & Motor
• Delivery to nearest main centre

Enabling New Zealand dairy farmers
to meet  modern demands

• Inspection door to check screen
• Reinforced stainless steel screen
• Tungsten tipped auger

Effluent Separators
Dairy and Pig farms,
Meat works & Truck wash stations

• Accurate and simple to use
• High durability and low maintenance
• Built-in safety features

Feed Systems
Rotary and Herringbone, Silos and
Hoppers, milling systems, Flexi and sold
augers, Mineral & Molasses systems.

MANUFACTURED FROM

STAINLESS
STEEL

See us at

M172

$7,685+GST

We offer nation-wide back up support. Serving farmers since 1962.



Sheep Drenching, 
Injecting, Jetting & more

J’s Conveying & 
Contracting

Locally owned and operated
Jimmy McAndrew 027 335 3199

Honda Service 
Store Ashburton

BOOK IN FOR YOUR SERVICE WITH

8am to 5pm Monday to Friday.
Can pick up / deliver your 

vehicle.

Phone 03 308 9109
Corner Cass and Havelock St  

(use Cass St entrance)

YOUR LOCAL HONDA
PARTS & SERVICE CENTRE

YOUR LOCAL HONDA
PARTS & SERVICE CENTRE

MALCOLM LOVETT 
AUTOMOTIVE LTD

299 Havelock Str, Ashburton  
03 308 9109  
hondaadmin@malcolmlovett.co.nz

299 Havelock Str, Ashburton
03 308 9109
hondaadmin@malcolmlovett.co.nz 

Honda Service Store AshburtonTOGETHER WE ARE BUILDING 
NEW ZEALAND

GIBB-GRO GROWTH
PROMOTANT
Promotes quick
pasture growth

Only $6.50 per hectare
+ GST delivered

0508-GIBB-GRO
(442 247)  www.gibb-gro.co.nz

“The Proven One” Truckers Pie and Venison Pie is an extra charge.

BULK TAKE HOME 
PIE PACKS

$23.40

SAVEup to
18 Pack 
$54.00

12 Pack 
$ 37.20 $14.40

SAVEup to$6.60

SAVEup to 6 Pack 
$ 19.20

Stack the freezer during the busy seasons

17 great fl avours to choose from

123 Main South Road, Ashburton | Phone 03 308 5774

19.00 40.00

59.00

32 Racecourse Road
Ashburton

 Tel: 03-308-3422 
or 0800 Harness (427 637)

IN STOCK NOW
• Shampoos
• Brushes
• Jodhpurs
• Footwear
• Helmets

SEE US FIRST FOR ALL 
YOUR SHOWING NEEDS

www.harness.co.nz

MORRISONS SADDLERY
& FEED
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Dairy Focus
Wednesday, september 30, 2020

ON THE BASIS  

OF SEX
Page 20

Dairy Focus
Wednesday, december 16, 2020

TOP IRRIGATION 

OPERATORS
Page 18

FarmingGUARDIAN

Wednesday, november 25, 2020

SOCIALLY
MOBILE FARMER

Page 3-6

INSIDE Dairy Focus
Wednesday, november 25, 2020

CUTTING DAIRY’S  
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Dairy Focus
Wednesday, november 25, 2020

CUTTING DAIRY’S 

FOOTPRINT
Page 18-19

FarmingFarmingGUARDIANFarming
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Effl uent separator

Pages 3–7

SHEEP MILKING

A GEAR
STEPS UP 

INSIDE

A 
BALANCING 

ACT
Pages 28–29
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MARCH 24-26, 2021 • KIRWEE

South Island Agricultural 
Field Days aims to give farmers 

and others in the rural sector the 
opportunity to see the latest in 
agricultural machinery and services 

that are available on the market, 
particularly home-grown products. 

The field days is the only agricultural 
show in New Zealand to feature side-by-

side demonstrations, with 80 to 100 tractors, 
headers, mowers, seed drills and other machines 

being put through their paces each day.

SIAFD
SOUTH ISLAND AGRICULTURAL FIELD DAYS

FarmingGUARDIAN
Dairy Focus

TOP IRRIGATION 
We’ve got the
South Island covered

FarmingGUARDIANFarming
Dairy Focus

For advertising opportunities
contact Karen!

PH 021  309 973
EMAIL karen.h@theguardian.co.nz

Whether you are targeting direct to your buyers, or placing a classified, talk to us 
about strategically marketing your company within the

Guardian Farming and Dairy Focus today

Dairy Focus
BEATING
M. BOVIS

INSIDE

Dairy Focus
Wednesday, december 16, 2020

TOP IRRIGATION  

OPERATORS
Page 18

FarmingGUARDIAN

Wednesday, december 16, 2020

Page 3-5

GUARDIAN
RURAL wide

South Island

GUARDIAN
RURAL wide

South Island

SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2022

COMMITMENT TO DAIRY  P18 MEASURING WOOL P14-15 FENCING DEER  P22

TO EVERY FARM IN THE SOUTH ISLAND

Pages 7-9
RESEARCH ON
HILL COUNTRY PASTURES

On-time, quality service – talk to us today. Ph 24hr 308 7772 162 Melcombe Street, Tinwald, Ashburton www.wilsonbulktransport.co.nz

FERTILISER SPREADING     /     BULK, GENERAL & CONTAINER CARTAGE     /     GRAIN DRYING – STORAGE     /     STORAGE – WAREHOUSING

FARMERS
REDUCE YOUR ‘N’ BILL BY 

UP TO 40%!
We are now offering application of your liquid 
fertiliser using our new Tow and Fert Multi 4000 unit.

• Reduces the amount of fertiliser lost into the 
environment

• Reduces the amount of fertiliser you require, saving 
you money

• Large tank capacity makes light work of a large job.

GUARDIAN
RURAL wide

South Island

SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2022 TO EVERY FARM IN THE SOUTH ISLAND

Page 41

TALL TALES FROM 
THE VEGE PATCH

MT SOMERS STATION  P20-21 RAKAIA JUBILEE  P10-11

0800 577 583  |  www.morrisonagri.co.nz |  info@morrisonagri.co.nz  

INTRODUCING OUR NEW ECO-FRIENDLY,

 CHEMICAL FOR YOUR DAIRYZERO WASTE

GUARDIAN
RURAL wide

South Island

SEPTEMBER 2022 EDITION

BREAKDOWN MAINTENANCE  P9-11 QUINN ON THE UP P20-23 RABBITS, RABBITS…  P32-33

TO EVERY FARM IN THE SOUTH ISLAND

Pages 3-5
ANIMAL ABUSE
OR PURE FUN IN THE SUN?

GUARDIAN
RURAL wide

South Island

OCTOBER 2022 EDITION

MAORI DAIRY LEADER  P22-25 TE MANIA STUD   P33-34SOLAR PUMPS P9-12

TO EVERY FARM IN THE SOUTH ISLAND

Pages 3-6

WHERE, OH WHERE, 
HAVE ALL OUR 
SHEARERS GONE?

Locally owned 
and operated

T R A N S P O R T  L T D

Phone 308 4079

Locally owned 
and operated

Visit our website
www.ruraltransport.co.nz

Proud to service the farming 
community in Canterbury

• Stock Cartage
• Bulk Cartage
• Fertiliser Spreading
• General Freight
• Hiab Truck Hire

GUARDIAN
RURAL wide

South Island

NOVEMBER 2022 EDITION

WILD VENISON   P3-6 BACK OF BEYOND   P8-12 COLOSSAL FARMS P16–17

TO EVERY FARM IN THE SOUTH ISLAND

Pages 27-34

SHOWTIME! 
GET OUT THERE - 
SEE THE BEST OF THE BEST!

Various sized Cabins 
available to rent now

roommatecabins.co.nz
0800 111 344

Need more 
space at your 

place?

GUARDIAN
RURAL wide

South Island

DECEMBER 2022 EDITION

ANNOYING NASSELLA P15BETTA BEES   P12-13 MOLESWORTH JOURNEY  P14

TO EVERY FARM IN THE SOUTH ISLAND

Pages 4-7

ARABLE FARMING 
PUNCHING ABOVE  
ITS WEIGHT

We’ve got the South Island covered.
www.guardianonline.co.nzGUARDIAN

RURAL wide
South Island

We’ve got the South Island covered.

We appreciate  
your feedback
Editorial
Email your comments to
heather.c@theguardian.co.nz 
Advertising 
For advertising enquiries  
email sonia.g@theguardian.co.nz
or phone 03 307 7955.
Designer 
Lisa Fenwick
Post
Ashburton Guardian, PO Box 77, 
Ashburton 7740

Ruran Guardian 
is proudly published by the 

Ashburton Guardian 
Limited

DAIRY FOCUS AND GUARDIAN FARMING 
HAVE COMBINED TO GIVE YOU  

A BUMPER RURAL READ EACH MONTH

GUARDIAN
RURAL wide

South Island

We’ve got the South Island covered.



Our recruitment and immigration services - including the
Accredited Employer Work Visa process, finding,
interviewing, and screening offshore candidates, dealing
with external agencies (in case the candidate is from
the Philippines), and pastoral care - can be priced as a
package or broken down and tailored to best suit your
needs. Get in touch with us for a proposal. 

Contact us:

     027 289 3446
     contact@trinityemployment.co.nz
     www.trinityemployment.co.nz

Our team is experienced in recruiting for several

industries for both permanent and temporary contracts.

We have an extensive existing pool of candidates to

draw from for various roles, and we will be on hand

during the entire recruitment process and for any

immigration needs.

Trinity Employment Services
can help you find the perfect
candidates for your business,
onshore or offshore! 

Our team is here
for your business

Recruitment

Immigration

Human Resources

Looking for 

SKILLED STAFF
for your business?
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