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Time to pick up the phone
and give a mate a call

It’s been a harrowing
insight into the raw power
of mother nature over the
past few weeks after Cyclone
Gabrielle struck huge parts
of' the North Island. But it’s
teared the worst is yet to
come for those in the rural
community. Entire farms
wiped out, stock and feed
gone, orchards destroyed,
machinery irreparable and
lives in tatters with no real
sunshine on the horizon yet.

Visibly, it’s horrific.
Mentally it’s disturbing. And
all you want to do is reach out
and lend a hand of support.

Luckily, there’s avenues we
down here in the South Island
can follow to help. And while
food, offers of shelter, clothes
and feed for stock will be
welcomed, we also shouldn’t
forget about the emotional
damage caused by such a
disaster either.

[t’s easy to focus on what
you can see in front of your
eyes, or what’s showed to you
on the television or in print.

But it’s the unseen damage,
the mental toll and emotional

A simple phone call can open the door for someone who needs help.

most devastating.

Our farming community
across the country has
been under pressure for the
past few years and further
beyond with increasing
pressure from outside
parties to see regulatory
changes put in place and
alterations to the way the

anyone cares to remember.
Add to that the devastation

of what Cyclone Gabrielle has

caused in the North Island

and it’s a lot to deal with.
Rural support networks

will be working tirelessly

to ensure that every avenue

under the sun is available

to the farming community

in terms of mental health

other forms of support.

But we can do our bit too.

Every single person out
there reading this edition
of Rural Guardian this
month will know of someone
impacted by this natural
disaster. Be it friends, families,
associates or that guy you
had a beer with in a pub once
— there’s some connection
somewhere.

Reach out to them, if’ you
can, extend the olive branch
and just check in and make
sure they're OK.

Something as simple as a
phone call, or a text message
can be immense in opening
the door for someone who
needs help, to get it.

Now’s not the time for the
all-powerful farming outlook
of she’ll be right and kick it
in the guts Trev. People are
going to be hurting, but won’t
want to show it.

So do your bit, if you can
- you never know how much
help it could end up being to

someone who needs it.

- By Matt Markham

Kiwi farmer has gone about

impact that can often be the their role for as long as networks, counsellors and all matt.m@theguardian.co.nz
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Rural community set to rally
around cyclone-ravaged North

With the cost of annual
produce set to increase
and many factions of the
rural farming community in
the North Island still coming
to terms with the aftermath
of Cyclone Gabrielle, those
around them less-impacted are
reaching out to come to the
rescue this month.

A $4 million cash injection
from the government to help
farmers and rural communities
would just be the start to help
begin the road toward recovery
as farmers battle with the loss
of land, stock, income and in
some cases, sadly life following
the devastating disaster.

And Damien O’Connor, the
Minister for Agriculture, said
the initial $4- million is only the
start and the rural community
will require additional funding
as time stretches on.

“Producers, farmers and
growers are very resilient,
and this has hit some of them
very, very hard — there will be
some shortages in some areas,”
O’Connor said.

“It will impact on their ability
to get the crops off to harvest
and the ability to get a lot of

Reports have come through of entire orchards being swept away by the flood waters across the

North Island.

that produce into the New
Zealand markets.

“There will be some shortages
in some areas and that probably
will affect prices, but at this
stage it’s hard to know when
and where those impacts might
be felt.”

‘While at the time of
production of this month’s Rural
Guardian the full picture of the
impact of" the Cyclone was still

becoming clear through the
debris and devastation, already
some corners of rural life were
showing their struggles.

Milk production and collection
has been a major issue with some
farms unable to milk cows for
over a week due to access, power
and safety. Fonterra reported
that as of the beginning of
this week they were still unable
to reach up to 40 dairy farms

PHOTOS: SUPPLIED

across the cyclone ravaged lands.
Entire orchards have been swept
away in the floodwaters and
the loss of livestock is set to be
immense for those unable to get
their stock to higher ground. It’s
been reported in Northland that
up to a 50 per cent reduction in
kumara availability in the New
Zealand markets will be felt.
Additional funding is coming
though, O’Connor said, and it

Minister for Agriculture,
Damien O’Connor says
produce shortages will affect

prices around the country in
the wake of damage caused
by Cyclone Gabrielle.

will keep coming to ensure the
continued viability and offer a
safety blanket to those impacted
most by the natural disaster.
“There will be additional

funding and government has
already announced that through
MSD (Ministry for Social
Development), there is direct
support for those people who
need it.”

Continued on P4
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From P3

As the clean-up begins and
continues over the coming
weeks, Federated Farmers —
along with many other rural
organisations — are trying to
help control and direct the
outpouring of support from
the rural community around
the country.

From access to feed, supplies
or offers of stock being able to
be housed until things are able
to return to a working capacity,
they’ve been inundated with
help from all corners of New
Zealand.

It's a show of support that
has come to be expected from
the rural community — a
coming together to lend a hand
when and where it’s needed.

“We need that more than
ever,” Federated Farmers
president, Andrew Hoggard
said.

“Feds has had calls already
from less-impacted farmers
asking how they can help
colleagues who have taken a
hit. We've set up buttons on
our website to register those
offering labour, resources or
donations.”

Their primary focus during

Significant damage caused to roads has made access to many farms impossible, Fonterra has reported that up to 40 dairy farms were
still inaccessible for drivers at the beginning of this week.

the past week has been help them ascertain priority ensure that the coming weeks the tip of the iceberg. “We've also been in contact
concentrating on reaching needs and keep people safe. and months are as stress-free “Federated Farmers will with New Zealand Banking
out to the hardest hit As well as facilitating the as possible for farmers. be advocating strong to Association, Inland Revenue
districts, particularly those offers of support and helping Hoggard said that the initial government that it’s prime and other agencies to ask

in Northland, Coromandel, to reach out to those in need, $4 million to help farmers, focus, and additional resources them to explore postponement
Tairawhiti and Hawke’s Bay Federated Farmers are also growers, whenua Maori to fix infrastructure should of hard deadlines and other
and helping to pass information  pushing through on lobbying owners and rural communities be top of their (government) ways to help lessen immediate
to Emergency Management to  work to various agencies to was pleasing — but perhaps just  agenda.” financial impacts.”
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Beef' + Lamb NZ are also ready
to roll up the sleeves and help
where they can.

“We're working with out partner
organisations., DairyNZ and
Federated Farmers along with the
Rural Support Trust and Ministry
for Primary Industries, as part of
the Civil Defence-led response,”
chief’ executive Sam Mclvor said.

Entire farms were devastated by flood waters from burst rivers.

Ensuring that there was a stress-
free and simple process for farmers to
gain access to the initial $4 million of
relief from the government was high
on the priority list.

“We'll be working with other
agencies to ensure there is a well-
coordinated process for farmers
to receive this support and to
ensure that farmers’ needs are well

understood and communicated to
government agencies.

“We know many farmers from
around New Zealand are already
reaching out to help, we will
be drawing that expertise and
experience.

- By Matt Markham
matt.m@theguardian.co.nz

] www.guardianonline.co.nz ,

Farmers understand
plight all too well

Mid Canterbury farmers who survived the long
haul back from a flood damaged property in 2021
understand the plight of North Island farmers
whose properties have been inundated by flood
waters after Cyclone Gabrielle, says Mid Canterbury
Federated Farmers president David Acland.

Those farmers understand only too well how
much help will be needed in the weeks and
months ahead by those farmers, but the most
important thing for people wanting to offer goods
or time, is for those offers to be delivered in a co-
ordinated way, he said.

Acland said using the registration function on the
Federated Farmers website was the best way for the
rural community of the South Island to help out
those in the North.

“If you have the time or skill-set then you can
register as right at the moment they’re trying to
draw things together. They're trying to structure
that help.

“There was a lot of energy in the immediate
aftermath of a disaster to get things done, and to
offer help, but it was a little further down the track
that help would be needed,” he said.

After the floods in Ashburton in May 2021
farmers were receiving offers of help and items
such as fencing material weeks after the event and
that was even better, it's the grind down the track
when help is really needed, Acland said.

“A co-ordinated effort, that's our goal,” he said.

As well as larger farms where there may still be
options for stock feed, there were a multitude of
small lifestyle blocks that had been devastated and
where there were no other feed options for stock.

“There’s a real intensity of population on those
small blocks and they need support too.”

ﬂmgﬁwmfﬂ@
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Winter feed crops obliterated

by Cyclone Gabrielle

t is feared some farmers have

had their valuable winter feed
crops completely wiped out by
Cyclone Gabrielle, which will
cause further headaches in the
coming months.

Dairy farmers typically spend
the warmer months preparing
hay and silage as feed for winter
and spring.

Last year about 1.2 million
tonnes of maize silage was
produced as supplementary feed
for livestock, particularly on
dairy farms - but entire crops
have since been lost to the
cyclone.

Federated Farmers’ president
Andrew Hoggard said there
would be feed challenges in
the coming months after crops
were flattened or destroyed and
the group would co-ordinate
donations and supplies when
needed.

AgFirst consultant Tafi
Manjala said with so much
crop destruction, especially in
Hawke’s Bay, many farmers
would now be well behind on
their normal feed supplies come
winter, and would need to rely
on supplementary feed.

“If people don’t have enough

Entire paddocks of winter feed are now just sludge. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

supplement on hand, they're
going to have to purchase
additional feed from the market,
which adds on to farm costs,”
Manjala said.

“Crop yields have generally
been low, given the wetness
that has delayed planting and

in some instances damaged

planting over the past few
months and of course, the
recent cyclone that flattened
some maize crops in certain
areas.”

Manjala said Cyclone
Gabrielle had hit farmers at
a bad time, as they tended to
take things a bit easier right

about now in order to be well-
rested ahead of the busy winter
period.

“It will make things really
stressful at a really busy time of
year,” he said.

“At this time of the year,
people expect to be taking
a bit of a break and you

want to be going into winter
refreshed, especially for dairy
farmers.

“But some farmers have got
a huge cleanup ahead of them
and if you're going into winter
after a huge workload like that,
it will compound onto that
stress.”

His advice for affected
farmers was to sit down,
take stock and make a list of
priorities.

“There’s a lot of things to be
done, but there’s some activities
that are more important than
others, like making sure that
your cows are milked, making
sure that you've got secure
boundary fences so you can
secure your stock, making
sure that you can feed those
animals so that you keep them
in production.

“The other important thing
was to accept help when it was
offered,” he said.

“A lot of us in farming
communities feel we can do
things and make things happen
ourselves, but a huge effort will
be required to recover, get as
much help as you can.”

-RNZ
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Development through innovation

esearch and product

development are long-term
investments and Fieldays has
been the platform for launching
Innovations in Aotearoa New
Zealand for more than 54 years.

While most economists
predict a downturn this year, if
history repeats itself, the silver
lining is that innovation thrives
as a solution to challenging
environments.

With entries now open for
Fieldays June 14— 17 2023 and
a total prize package of cash,
services and product worth
more than $60,000, Fieldays
Programme Manager Steve
Chappell said they predict a
high calibre of entries this year.

“We expect to see
development in all areas,
especially Agritech,
autonomous systems, software
developments, robotics in
manufacturing, and solving
worker shortages” says Steve.

“Innovation in these areas
usually reflects the climate we are
in, and often we see companies
needing to think smarter and
be more efficient when times
are harder. Data collection and
measuring tools, management
apps, and a big focus on
environmental reporting are also
topical currently.”

The Fieldays Innovation
Awards is a globally renowned
award programme and

innovation in the agricultural
and primary industries provides
a stable growth market with
plenty of opportunity.

Fieldays Innovation awards
represent the innovation
lifecycle in three categories:
Prototype, Early-Stage, and
Growth & Scale. Special
recognition is also given to
younger innovators, with an
award for the Fieldays Young
Innovator of the year award.

“The short turnaround since
Fieldays 2022 means this year’s
entries will really be hot off the
press. We expect entries from
all around the world in the food
and fibre sector”.

The Fieldays Innovation

Awards are an opportunity to
showcase an idea or innovation,
receive feedback from Fieldays
visitors, and connect with
potential partners, distributors,
investors and the New Zealand
innovation eco-system.

Entries are encouraged from
across the Primary Sector, which
refers to: Dairy, Meat & Wool,
Forestry, Horticulture - including
Viticulture, Seafood - including
Aquaculture and Fishing, Arable,
and Agri Tech - including Food
Tech and Green Tech.

Building on a similar format
from 2022, the following
criteria have been altered:

The Young Innovator Award
is now for entrants 19 years

and under.

Fieldays wants to showcase
the amazing innovations
coming from school-age
entrants. “So many great
ideas are coming through that
deserve acknowledgement, and
we expect a lot of competition”,
said Steve.

The Growth & Scale
category is now for innovations
commercialised in the last four
years and for sale in at least two
countries, one of which must be
New Zealand.

Entrants can now add
additional information to their
entry once it is accepted into the
awards to ensure the judges have
the most up-to-date information.
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Genesis Energy and its joint venture partner, FRV Australia, have secured a fully consented, large scale solar site near Lauriston where it will construct something similar to the

pictured site in Winton, Queensland.

Solar Farm expected to be
generating power by 2024

large-scale solar farm in

Lauriston is expected to
start generating electricity by
next year.

Genesis Energy, and its joint
venture partner FRV Australia,
have secured the fully consented
90-hectare site that will hold
around 80,000 solar panels
with a capacity of 52 MW and
generate around 80 GWh of
renewable electricity annually.

The site has been purchased
trom United Kingdom-based
Hive Energy for an undisclosed
amount, and being fully
consented, with advanced grid
connection approvals, it is ready
for panel installation to begin.

The solar farm will be
connected to EA Networks’
Lauriston zone substation and
will produce the equivalent of
approximately 13 per cent of EA
Network’s annual energy needs

from using just 0.03 per cent of
the land, and sheep will still be
able to graze under the panels.

EA Networks is a Mid
Canterbury owned co-operative
network company, which owns
and operates Mid Canterbury’s
electricity distribution network
— with the Ashburton District
Council being the majority
shareholder.

Ashburton Mayor Neil Brown
said it sounds like an exciting
development and anything that
adds to local power generation
is a good thing, “especially if
it will benefit the district by
reducing power bills”.

Brown said representatives
from Genesis will be meeting
with the council later this
month to provide an overview
of the project.

The district already has the
Highbank hydroelectric power

station that can generate up to
25 MW.

EA Networks chief executive,
Roger Sutton, said the
development aligns a strong
community focus and a key goal
of achieving lower electricity
costs.

“We're pleased to have the
opportunity to support this
development, as we expect it will
drive lower energy prices for our
customers when they are using
the most,” Sutton said.

Sutton has previously said the
average load on the network
during the day in winter is
around 50mw and rises to
180mw in summer when
irrigators are in full swing.

The rural network was built
to support the large irrigation
load it currently manages he
said and can absorb large-scale
solar farms.

“We anticipate renewable solar
generation will help with summer
peaking electricity demands,
as well as providing greater
resilience for the local community.

“Also, one of our leading
opportunities to decarbonise is
to electrify, using electricity for
commercial heating processes
and ensuring there is capacity
for increasing numbers of
electric vehicles.

“We are ready to play our
part in this transition, but for
it to work, we will need more
renewable generation. It's great
to see a solution being developed
in our own backyard.”

The project is expected to
create more than 50 jobs during
the construction phase, set to
start later this year, and employ
up to three full-time staft’ once
it's operational.

Genesis interim chief

PHOTO: SUPPLIED

executive Tracey Hickman
said solar is a good addition to
New Zealand’s generation mix
and “when it reaches scale it
will play an important role in
helping manage dry year risk
when hydro levels are low and
the wind doesn’t blow”.

FRV Australia will bring
its international experience to
complete the installation and
commissioning of the Lauriston
development.

FRV Australia chief
executive, Carlo Frigerio,
said the site should be up and
running relatively quickly.

“We will focus our efforts on
completing preparations so we
can start construction later this
year and connect the project as
soon as possible,” Frigerio, said.

- By Jonathan Leask
jonathan.l@theguardian.co.nz
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Meat exports climb in 2022, but
experts warn volatility remains

ed meat exports from New

Zealand surpassed more
than $11 billion in 2022, but
experts are warning that the
market still remains in a very
volatile state.

Analysis conducted by the
Meat Industry Association
confirmed that despite a drop-
oft in December of last year
the export market here still
reached $11.4 billion for the
calendar year.

And that’s despite the red
meat sector’s global markets
softening with high inflation
eroding the purchasing power

of consumers around the world.

“Some consumers in our key
markets are trading down to
cheaper proteins and dining out
less in restaurants,” MIA chief
executive Sirma Karapeeva said.

“For beef, we are seeing
record imports of beef into

China from Brazil. The
relaxation of China’s Covid-19
policy has also created some
uncertainty in the market.”

Overall in December a nine
per cent drop was seen in the
value of exports, down to $966
million compared to the same
time a year earlier.

Sheep meat exports accounted
for a chunk of that, down 19
per cent while beef exports fell
by 15 per cent and fifth quarter
products by nine per cent.

Despite the downturn in the
final month of the year though
a 13 per cent overall increase for
2022 comparative to the 2021
results showed some promise.

China still remains New
Zealand’s major market,
accounting for $4.3 billion
worth of export.

There were also increases in
the overall spend from exports

Despite a drop-off in December of last year the export market here

still reached $11.4 billion for the calendar year.

to the United States (seven per
cent), Japan (20 per cent) and
also the United Kingdom (11
per cent).

More than 375,000 tonnes

of sheep meat was exported
during the year and while that
was a five percent downturn,
the overall value rose up six per
cent to $4.3 billion.

Beef exports also drop in
quantity but drove up in price
with 482,000 tonnes exported
with a value increase of 20 per
cent up to $4.9 billion.

China accounted for the largest
market for beef with more than
219,000 tonnes exported there
but there was a significant drop
to the United States which
Karapeeva said could be put down
to the high levels of drought-
driven domestic production in the
last year.

Fifth quarter product exports
were worth $2.2 million for the
year —a 13 per cent increase on
2021.

The greatest demand was for
casings and triple which was
up 29 per cent, edible offals and
hides and skins.

- By Matt Markham
matt.m@theguardian.co.nz

Search for good employers

he search has begun for the
cream of the crops ahead
of the 2023 Primary Industries
Good Employer Awards.
Entering into their fourth year
this year, the awards are run
by MPI and the Agricultural
and Marketing Research and
Development Trust and celebrate
employers who show new and
innovative ways of managing
their staff and go over and above
to create a productive, safe,
supportive and healthy work
environments for their staft.
MPT’s director of Investment
Skills and Performance, Cheyne

Gillooly said that it was the
people who make the primary
industries such a success.

“People have always been at
the heart of our food and fibre
sector businesses,” he said.

“These awards are a fantastic
way to showcase innovative
ways in managing staff
and spreading excellence
throughout the sector.”

And there’s no real limit on
who can be nominated with food
and fibre sector businesses and
those who support them being
eligible.

That means the scope is wide.

“Nominees can range from
rural accountants to veterinary
practices, through to large
industry bodies or small start-
ups and others,” Gillooly said.

With exports from the food
and fibre sector predicted to
reach an impressive $55 billion
in the year to June 2023 the
work being done is worthy of
reward.

“This ongoing success is
thanks to the 860,000 people
who work in the food and fibre
sector including employers
across the country.”

“The Primary Industries

Good Employer Awards
celebrate and recognise good
employers who show genuine
passion for ensuring the success
of their people. They recognise
that when their people thrive, so
too do their businesses.

“We encourage food and fibre
sector employers to put their
names forward for an award.
Employees can also nominate
their own employers or others.”

Entries are now open and close
at 5pm on Friday, March 17.

- By Matt Markham
matt.m@theguardian.co.nz
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Honey yields expected to drop
significantly this season

oney yields are predicted

to be well down this season
compared with the 10-year
average of 19,000 tonnes.

Final figures are not
produced until the end of
June. But Apiculture New
Zealand chief executive Karin
Kos said everyone was talking
about how much the yields
were down and the season was
nearing its end.

She said it was no surprise,
given spring was wet and cold,
summer has had too much rain,
tflowering had been poor, bees
hadn’t been out foraging and
when they had there had been
little to feed oft.

“If I look at the beekeepers
I've been speaking to in
Auckland, Waikato, East Cape,
pretty much most of the North
Island, they're saying it’s one of
the worst seasons in 10 years.

“It’s a very interesting story
down south ...In Southland
they’re reporting a bumper
crop and Canterbury is also
looking good. So overall, I
think it’s going to be a poor
season yield wise.

“I know that beekeepers are
just sort of working through

and hoping that with a bit of
fine weather at the tail end of
the season, they might be able
to recuperate something, but
overall not a great season honey
yield wise.”

Prices were also down as the
honey surplus continued to
haunt the sector.

Honey was seen as liquid
gold in recent years and people
donned beekeeper hats and
white overalls and flocked to the
industry. The prices of hives
soared.

But Kos said now both
manuka and non-manuka values
were down and beekeepers
were exiting the industry as the
margins were just not there.

She expected hive numbers
would continue to drop over the
next two years.

“There’s been pressure on
beekeepers, undoubtedly, it’s
been very tough for them. And
I know that we've seen the
hives, they peaked at 918,000
in 2019. And they've dropped
to 731,000 hives in operation
for the 2022 season. And we're
expecting that drop to continue
this year.

“There’s been a lot of

upheaval over the past few
years, the correction has been
happening and is continuing to
happen.

“But you know, I think if we
look at international markets
and international demand, there
is still strong demand for our
honey overseas, particularly
manuka honey.

“So I think that while it’s
definitely tough time for the
beekeepers at the moment,
there are still some positive
things on the horizon... the fact
that we've got some free trade
agreements, (16 percent tariff
removal in the UK) coming
into effect, all of that does
actually help just improve their
competitiveness overseas as
well,” she said.

Kos also believed the Middle
East was an interesting new
market, along with the United
States, which had been growing
reasonably well.

“But I think one of the big
factors, too, was our exporters
hadn’t been able to travel
over the last few years. And
so now they're able to travel
freely, they're able to actually
develop and search out those

Both manuka and non manuka values are down and beekeepers are
exiting theindustry.

new markets.

“I think that’s something we
can’t underestimate. It does take
time to build new markets. But [

know, just talking to exporters,
the ability to get out and just
firm up and shore up contracts
is really important.”

Want to speed up your unloading bottle neck?
Talk to us about our 13" Swing Away Auger

Struggling to dry your grain after this year?
Our vertical heat exchanger could be for you.

Ph. 03 3027 305 . E. admin@relgroup.co.nz




$2 million trial to test efficacy of
regenerative farming

he government is backing

a research project on
regenerative farming practices
of arable and vegetable crops in
Hawke’s Bay.

Minister of Agriculture
Damien O’Connor announced
$2 million will be spent over six
years for the New Zealand-first
project.

Led by Hawke’s Bay Future
Farming Charitable Trust in
partnership with LandWISE,
the project aims to build
evidence on the application and
effectiveness of regenerative
farming in arable and intensive
field cropping.

Trust chair Phillip Schofield
said the demonstration farm
would be split and managed
with three different systems to
validate any benefits.

“One which will be the
standard grower practice
treatment... what commercial
growers are currently doing in
New Zealand.

“Another called the
regenerative treatment which
1s full transition or movement
away from use of cultivation
and much reduced use of

herbicides, fungicides and
insecticides.

“And a third treatment
which will be a hybrid of
those which we see as helping
build a transition into farming
practices that are better for
the soil than the current
conventional methods.”

The project had been in the
works for three years with
crops going in the ground this
summer, Schofield said.

“We are keen to learn what
we can in order to help growers
with production systems
that will be better for their
profit and better for their
environment.”

LandWISE had provided four
hectares of land in “average
condition” for the project to
take place.

Dan Bloomer of the
incorporation said the project
would measure the financial
benefit to the farmer on top of
other parameters.

“We're measuring soil carbon,
we're measuring soil quality
parameters, we're measuring
crop quality yields but we're
also tracking profitability.

One part of the trial will focus on reducing the use of herbicides,

fungicides and insecticides.

“You can focus on fixing one
thing but if something else
is not working then it’s no
good. So we're tying the whole
package together.”

Potential outcomes could
include improved water quality,
reduced nutrient losses and
resilience to climate change.

Bloomer said the 90-metre
long by 12-metre wide plots
were big for science plots,
however, they allowed for
conventional farm machinery to
do the work and ensured their
findings could be transferred to
a working farm.

The ‘Carbon Positive -

Regenerating soil carbon’
project is co-funded by

the Ministry for Primary
Industries’ sustainable food and
fibre futures fund.

The project is supported by
a collaboration of regional and
national organisations including
Kraft Heinz Wattie’s NZ,
McCain Foods NZ, Hawke's
Bay Vegetable Growers,
Hawke’s Bay Regional Council
and BASF.

O’Connor said it
complemented research already
underway on the effectiveness
of regenerative farming
practices in pastoral farming
systems.

“Worldwide we're seeing
increased demand for food
grown sustainably with
a reduced environmental
footprint. There are exciting
opportunities for New Zealand
to tap into this market, which
is why we're co-investing with
industry.

“Working with two global
food giants will also help us
better understand how New
Zealand can supply products to
meet future consumer trends.”
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Methven back on track after a year
away from the show limelight

Rural health and wellbeing
is the focus of this year’s
Methven A&P Show, which
breaks free from the shackles of
Covid this year and returns to
the Methven Showgrounds for
the 107th time.

Hamstrung by the restraints
of the traffic light system in
place last year the show was
forced to stand aside for 12
months but through the tireless
work of a strong group of
volunteers the promise is that
the 2023 edition will be one of
the best yet.

There are some new
additions to the show’s
teatures and a few adaptations
to some of the tried and true
features of the show from
year’s gone by that will both
intrigue and excite those who
come along for the day on
Saturday, March 18.

Methven A&P Association
president, Ben McIntosh
told members in February
that everything was coming
together and that the weeks
leading into the show would
be busy with organising and

ensuring all was as it should be
before the big day.

He said his role at the helm
of the big committee of people
who are passionate about
ensuring the show’s success was
easy.

“My role as president has
been a very rewarding and
interesting one and made all
the more successful with the
tremendous support afforded
to me from out committee,” he
said.

“An incredible amount of
sheer work has been achieved
in the last twelve months
— the show grounds look
fantastic.”

MclIntosh said the major
developments including the
continuation of Pin Oak trees
being planted which were
previously planted to recognise
past presidents.

“11 Pin Oaks were purchased
last year as replacement trees,
and a further 21 have been
planted this year to create a new
avenue. These are protected
with individual rail fence
surrounds and have been put on

a drip feed watering system.
“Commemoration names and

plaques will also be added.”
New features added to the

show schedule this year include
the new art precinct in which
local artists will be able to
display their craft and the

animal shed will create plenty
of excitement with both young
and old with some new features
as well.
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New beginnings and some
alterations to old traditions...

requent attendees to the

Methven Showgrounds
each year for the show will
notice some changes in place
for the first time this year as the
Methven A&P Association look
to breathe some new life into
the show experience.

The traditional, and always
popular, sheep and wool
section will — as always — be
in place, but there’s been a bit
of" a change up with farmers
able to showcase what leading
firms in the industry are doing
to enhance the livelihoods of
farmers.

These features include
leading Australian genetics
company Nextgen, Mid
Canterbury based fashion label,
Hemprino and the NZ Merino
Company.

Noting the number of
aspiring and already well-
credentialed artists around
the local community the
Association elected to introduce
a space at this year’s show to
help those artists showcase
their work.

And so, the Art Precinct has
been born at the far end of the

traditional trade area.

Featuring local talents
including Susie Millichamp,
Hannah Kidd, Amelia Guild,
Ben Groters, Amanda King,
Gina Ensor, Robyn Hood,
Karen Smith and Jo Gerard
among many more there will
be a wonderful collection
of sculptures, paintings and
photographs for visitors to
enjoy.

Artists will also be on hand to
speak with anyone who wants
to know more about their work.

The always popular Animal
Shed is back in action again
in 2023 too and it has also
undergone a small makeover
with a real focus this year
on people being able to
experience animals up close
and personal.

Without giving too much
away there’s a few surprises
in store too — (apparently
dependent on the animals
being complicit in loading into
the trailer to get to the show)
—and everyone of all ages is
encouraged to pop in and check
out who's there and grab an
image or two along the way.

The perfect location for your event...

www.skitime.co.nz | (03) 302 8398
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Mountain. Powered by the Sun.
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hile the traditional A&P

Show is always about
the farming side of life and
everything relating to it —
there’s always a lot more to it
when it comes to Methven.

From the involvement of
the local schools through
their displays of artwork and
talents, to the produce and
baking sections right through
to the equestrian ring, there’s
something for everyone to
enjoy along the way around the
grounds.

At the last show a Ute
Muster was introduced to the
day’s activities and it was met
with great enthusiasm, setting
the wheels in motion to make it
a regular fixture at the Methven
A&P Show.

Entries for this year’s muster
will be taken up to the morning
of the show and all vehicles
must be parked up and ready for
Judging at 10am on Show Day.

One singular entry puts
vehicles into all of the
categories and with significant
prizes up for grabs it's expected
that plenty of enthusiasts who
travel around the South Island

A little bit of something for
everyone - from art to horses

circuit will be in attendance to
show oft their pride and joys.

Along with everything
previously mentioned, all the
usual show traditions will still
be in place with an extensive
display of machinery on hand,
dog trials, entertainment,
dancing and music and of
course, the most important part
of the day, the Grand Parade
plus a whole lot more.

Meclntosh said in an effort
to better the experience for
everyone, the Association was
always on the lookout for little
things that can be done to help
advance that and car-parking is
usually at the top of the list.

“Car parking is something
that we always aim to do
better,” he said.

“And this year we have
worked hard at realigning
fences, and gateways to achieve
this.”

But it doesn’t stop there.
“We have also increased the
number of eftpos machines and
signage and have updated maps
so that members, non-members,
exhibitors and entrants know

what gate to use.”

CONVEYER DIP, DRENCHING,
VACCINATING, CAPSUALING,
TAGGING, MOUTHING, SEXING,
FEET TRIMMING...

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
COMPETITIVE PRICES
PROFESSIONAL AND EFFICIENT
QUALITY WORK

GIVE TOM PLUNKETT A CALL ON 021 244 2926 TO ¢
BOOK IN YOUR DIPPING AND CONVEYER JOBS

»

METHVEN A&P SHOW

Methven Showgrounds, Saturday 18" March
2023 Theme - Rural Wellbeing

® Live Music

® Animal Shed

® Sheep & Wool

® Clydesdales

® Market Sites

¢ Sheep Colouring

* Gift Calf

® Produce

* Wood chopping

¢ Highland Dancing

® Methven Ute Muster
* Art Display

® Horse & Pony Events
® Sheep Shearing

® Wine & Food

® Dog Trials

® Poultry

® Trade displays

® Spud in a Bucket

® Pony rides

Gate charge: Adults $15 | School children free | Free parking
eftpos available at gates, ATM on site.

UTE MUSTER
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MAYFIELD SHOW FEATURE

Mayfield ready to open show
gates again, after Covid break

or the first time in two years Mayfield

will be celebrating all things rural
when the gates open for its annual A&P
show.

The second Covid lockdown saw last
year’s show cancelled but this year there’s
a high level of enthusiasm for bringing
the show back to Mayfield, said president
Andrew Mackenzie.

Show day is on the calendar for March
11 and for the organising team the one year
gap makes planning seem like a completely
new undertaking, Mackenzie said.

“It’s great to be back after a one year
break. It’s a bit harder because neither the
president nor the past president have run
a show before, but we're all on track for a
great show.”

Maytield’s show might be part of the
traditional A&P Show circuit, but in
recent years a real effort had gone into
making it an event that was as much about
entertainment and a great family day out
as it was about the traditional show day
elements, Mackenzie said.

“ We're always evolving and we’ll have
heaps of entertainment, something for
everyone.”

Trade stall sites were being snapped
up and entries for the equestrian, produce
shed and stock competitions was flowing
in, he said.

Continued on P18

World famous in Mayfield, the annual pig racing is back for this year’s show.

MAYFIELD

A&P..

SATURDAY 11 MARCH

Mayfield A&P Showgrounds, from 8am

TRACTOR PULL, PET TENT, RIDES, SHEEP,
HORSES, SHEARING, CRAFT, FOOD, TRADE STALLS,
KIDS SCAVENGER HUNT, HELI FLIGHTS & MORE!

Live Entertainment All Day

Have a great day in the country at our Community
Show!

Adults $15, School Age Kids FREE

Cash at entry, eftpos inside grounds

See our
WORLD FAMOUS
Racing Pigsl!!

Mt Somers Excavation
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Mt Somers Excavation
20 Hinds Gorge Road, RD 8, Ashburton 7778

Call Alistair on 027 434 7278
www.mtsomersexcavation.co.nz




[ ]
18 Farm in g MAYFIELD SHOW FEATURE L] www.guardianonline.co.nz

From P17

Traditional show competitions -
sheep, cattle, goats and a full range of
produce shed competitions would be
returning and they would be boosted
by a number of new events. These will
include helicopter rides, milking sheep,
a clydesdale horse versus children tug
of war and gold coin donation big truck
and silage chopper rides for children,
with funds raised going to charity.

Pig racing was always a popular
event and that was back on the
programme again.

The show’s produce shed was always
well supported by local exhibitors,
some of whom had been putting items
on the show bench for many years,
Mackenzie said.

This year he will be among the
exhibitors, planning to enter the
chocolate cake section for male cooks
as well as the compulsory event for
show president, a flower arrangements.
He admits to being a bit anxious about
his abilities in those areas.

“I do feel a bit intimated,” he said.

Maytield might be one of the smaller
shows on the circuit, but it was always
big on entertainment offered and the
crowds it attracted, he said.

“Our committee is pretty excited
about the show this year and I'm lucky
to have a great team.”

In spite of having a one year break,

fl}:eesi}ilc(l)w grounds were in top order, Horsepower, both machine and equine will be on show.

Competitionis set to be hot across the produce shed this year.

Quality livestock will go before the judges eyes in the traditional show competitions.

« Stock haul

Trucks based in + Bulk & General Freight
o 0 - Bl Truck

Ashburton I wish the Mayfield Fertiliser Spreading

Valetta A&P Show Committee || :PublicWeighbridge

« Ravensdown Store Mayfield
all the best.

« Servicing Culverden - Oamaru fortnightly Ov E R F Low
« Made fresh on farm and custom blended

« Rolled, crushed or bruised grain,
peas & maize JUST OFF
« Other Micro-ingredients can be added STATE HIGHWAY 72:
« We'll even unblock auger tubes while MAYFIELD Nz
we're there Ph: (03) 303 6102

Open all day today Ph: 0800mtrans (0800 687 267)

74 MAYFIELD KLONDYKE ROAD,
PHONE 03 303 6072 MAYFIELD, ASHBURTON 7778

Call Stew 0274 622 529
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Mackle announces resignation
after 15-year tenure

airyNZ’s chief executive

has announced his
resignation after 15 years in the
job.

Tim Mackle, who was
involved in the levy body’s
formation back in 2007/08, said
he felt extremely privileged
to have had the opportunity
to lead and help develop
DairyNZ’s solutions and
services on behalf of its farmer
members.

Not announcing his next
move, Mackle said he would
stay on as chief executive
until the end of June to give
DairyNZ’s board time to recruit
a SuCcessor.

“I am proud to have had the
opportunity to lead DairyNZ
over this period, the dynamism
and constant challenge and
change in our sector has made
it an exciting and purposeful
role.”

He said a highlight of
his time in the role was
the progress farmers have
made around sustainability
practices.

“Particularly over the last
10-15 years. There’s always

going to be a need to keep
doing better on farms, but it’s
important we do acknowledge
the progress made by our
farmers and sector as a whole.

“I am deeply passionate
about farming, it’s in my
blood, it always will be. I am
lucky to have been able to
work for farmers. Last but
not least, my family deserve
a special mention, and I
owe a great deal to them in
supporting me.”

DairyNZ chairman Jim van
der Poel acknowledged Mackle
and his huge contribution to
DairyNZ and its farmers.

“We're fortunate to have had
Tim at DairyNZ through many
challenging periods.

“Tim has played a key role
in developing the research and
development programme and
the development of our science-
based policy and advocacy
function.

“T'im has always been a
strong, passionate chief
executive and he’s built a
strong people culture at
DairyNZ, with a highly
engaged, capable and

DairyNZ boss Tim Mackle will end his 15-year role as chief executive in June.

purpose-driven team. That
puts us at DairyNZ in a great
position to continue to deliver

more for farmers and New
Zealand.”
The board will begin the

process of recruiting a new
chief executive shortly, van der
Poel said.

—

FARM INSURANCE

SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO SUIT YOU_I

Locally Owned

Local People Local Pride.

Qualified, experienced
broker with a farming
background who works
for you to get more out of
your insurer. You benefit
from our NZbrokers
membership, as we
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Get the right
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whole business operation.
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* Heifer calves
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Brought to you by POWER FARMING ASHBURTON

with Craig Hickman

Farming — a marathon, not a sprint

t’s not often that I find

myself agreeing with Green
Party Co-Leader, James Shaw,
but here we are.

Earlier this month, Shaw,
who is also the Climate
Change Minister, called for
cross-party support on new
rules for adapting to climate
change. Todd Muller, National’s
Climate Change spokesperson,
also agrees there is a need
for bipartisan legislation that
would remain unchanged across
successive governments for
years to come.

While Shaw and Muller are
talking about changes to the
Resource Management Act, I
couldn’t help but think that the
call for all parties to agree on a
way forward with climate issues
sounded very familiar.

Back in 2019 in their
submission on the Climate
Change Response (Zero Carbon)
Amendment Bill, Fonterra made
exactly the same plea.

Craig Hickman and James Shaw agreeing on somethingisn‘ta

common occurrence.

“A cross-party approach to this
critical issue,” they said, “will
provide New Zealanders with
clarity about the pathway ahead,
and give our farmers time to
adjust and adapt their businesses.”

In the same submission
Fonterra went on to say,
“Political consensus is vital.

Farmers adapting their
businesses and making
investments need certainty that
the targets are not going to
suddenly and radically change.
Consensus across the political
spectrum will provide certainty
about the pathway ahead.”
Anyone who has tried to buy

eggs recently has witnessed the
result of sudden and radical
change. Supermarkets threw
suppliers into disarray by
announcing they would phase
out colony cage eggs, a move that
was entirely consistent with the
supermarkets’ sustainability goals
but that was poorly timed as it
came shortly after many farms
had just spent millions converting
from battery cages to colony
cages in order to comply with new
government regulations.
Farming is not a sprint, it's a
marathon where farmers make
incremental changes over time
in order to streamline their
businesses and gain greater
efficiency. Huge changes
requiring massive infusions
of capital and a change of
mindset are rare, but when
they do happen they're usually
prompted by an external force

like a change in government
policy or customer preference.
‘When change forced by external
factors is more frequent, say

a new government policy
followed a few years later by a
more restrictive policy from a
customer, such as the case with
egg farmers, confusion reigns
and farmers are left unwilling to
act lest more changes should be
coming their way.

So yes, I find myself in
agreement with both the
Green Party’s James Shaw and
National’s Todd Muller; cross-
party support is vital for any
climate policy going forward
because certainty is vital for our
nation’s farmers.

I do wonder though if Shaw
ever thought he’d find himself
in agreement with Fonterra,
or wishing he’d listened to
them earlier?

POWER~ARMING

Specialised dealer networks throughout the South Island

In-shed feed system install,
herringbone and rotary.

Our award-winning disc mill. Is your
roller mill not rolling very well? Talk  Blend silos, perfect for feeding non-
to us about swapping it out.

flowing product.

Ph. 03 3027305 . E-mail. admin@relgroup.co.nz - Web: www.relgroup.co.nz
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Escalating slug risk makes
monitoring essential

hen it comes to protecting

autumn-sown crops from
slug damage, close monitoring
and measuring of slug
populations is the vital first step.

Mike Goodwin, Central
South Island Regional Manager
for sustainable agricultural
solutions provider UPL NZ
Ltd., says even two- or three-
days’ inattention can prove to
be an issue. He says feedback
from last season highlighted the
potential risks. “Direct drill and
low till systems especially have
seen some severe outbreaks
including devastation in kale
and in new pasture.”

Mike says in the last four
years the slugs have been
prolific and their attacks
unrelenting. “There just hasn’t
been a lull. Most farmers
and technical representatives
are very aware of the threat.
“Everyone understands that the
first six weeks after sowing are
critical. You can’t just shut the
gate and walk away.”

However, despite best
intentions, he warns slug
infestations can happen
seemingly out of the blue. He

cites devastation of young
plantain and a severe slug
population pressure in high-
value kale as recent examples.
“Unprotected, that damage to
plants can happen surprisingly
quickly. Slugs are a vastly
underestimated problem.”

He says this is in part because
slugs have the ability to produce
300-500 eggs in their 13-month
lifespan. “To see if there’s a
risk, put a slug mat out and
check it next morning. One
slug per square meter already
signals a problem and action
should be taken immediately.”

“In the case of the young
plantain crop damage, the
technical advisor put out a slug
mat in the paddock overnight.
There were 180 slugs under it
the next morning!”

He says slugs can cover
a lot more ground than
people think they do. Even
in paddocks that have been
worked conventionally, low and
no tillage areas (such as areas
around troughs and streams,
and along fences) mean slugs
readily can find a safe refuge
and beneficial environment.

A slug on a sugar beet plant.

From there, they can move out
to feed on seedlings.

Mike says once the presence
of slugs is detected, swift
action is required. He says a
recent welcome addition to the
slug control arsenal is proving
highly efficacious, while being

gentler on the planet and users.

Manufactured by French
company DeSangosse, the
global leader in molluscicide
technology, Ironmax Pro works
as well as sister product, and
industry leader, Metarex® Inov.
With the added value of solid
green credentials.

Mike says BioGro NZ organic

certification is making Ironmax
Pro increasingly popular

with farmers and contractors.
“There’s a real demand for
products that are safer for

the environment, and more
pleasant to work with, without
compromising efficacy. It's just
what the country needs.”

Farm smarter, not harder

vantage-nz.com | 0800 482 682

7
vant e

Learn more

YOUR PARTNER
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New Zealand’s temperate
climate is especially slug friendly.
And Mike reckons in recent
seasons, and with changes in
farming practices, it’s become
even more so. Unchecked,
grey field slugs (Deroceras
reticulatum) and their close
relation brown field slugs have
the potential to wipe out entire
crops. The voracious feeders
cause damage across a broad
range of plants but are especially
tough on vulnerable seedlings.

[ronmax Pro’s superior
science has provided the slugs
with an even more attractive
(although deadly) feeding
option. Research shows slugs
actually actively prefer feeding
on Ironmax Pro to feeding on
seedlings.

The product’s breakthrough
Colzactive® technology gives
it that exceptional palatability
— putting it head and shoulders
above conventional baits.
Created by the De Sangosse
research and development
team, Colzactive is made
up of specially selected oil
seed rape extracts. Mike says
the De Sangosse R&D team
evaluated 20 different plant
species and identified 50
potential molecules for their
attractiveness to slugs.

“They ultimately selected
down to just two molecules
from oil seed rape for their
outstandingly attractive and
palatable characteristics from
the slugs’ perspectives. These

are the basis of the Colzactive
technology, which enhances
the Ironmax Pro bait taste and,
importantly, the speed at which
the baits work compared to
others.”

[ronmax Pro contains the
optimized active ingredient
24.2 g/kg ferric phosphate
anhydrous, referred to as
[PMax. Iron (ferric) phosphate
is a natural component of" soil.
In Ironmax Pro, it works as a
stomach poison on slugs and
is fatal once ingested. Feeding
stops almost immediately.

Ironmax Pro is manufactured
with the finest durum wheat
using a unique wet process,
which malkes it very rain fast,
so it will not disintegrate in
the first shower. Ironmax
Pro is IPM friendly and has
limited impact beneficials
including earthworms and the
slug predator carabid beetle,
which can contribute to the
natural suppression of slugs.
This makes Ironmax Pro
an exceptionally low hazard
environmental solution.

[ronmax Pro has a
recommended application rate
range of 5 to 7 kg/ha. With
60,000 baits per kilogram,
Mike says the product has
excellent ballistic properties.
“The uniform pellet size
and innovative Ironmax Pro
manufacturing process mean
bait can be spread at widths of
up to 24 m. That saves a lot of
passes, time, and fuel.”

AUTUMN PASTURE FEATURE

Central South Island Regional manager for sustainable agricultural solutions, Mike Goodwin.

VICTORY ¥ LIME

SL

Keep an eye out for improved pastures.

Quality aglime comes down to particle size and moisture content.

Talk to us today about how our lime can make a difference on your farm.

0800 303 980 « www.palmerresources.co.nz

SPRINGFIELD
LIME COMPANY
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Getting ready for Autumn

Summer strategies still apply
in late summer.

Continue to monitor and
evaluate feed demand and have
a BCS plan.

It’s important to consider the
approaching change in season
and have a plan for when it
rains; reassess feed demand
after January pregnancy testing,
evaluate remaining summer crop
yields, and think about autumn
pasture renewal/or autumn feed
crops where applicable.

Pasture management

Good grazing management is
about maximising the pasture
you grow and utilise balanced
with allowing pastures to
recover following any dry
periods in the summer. If it’s
still dry in late summer, manage
for over-grazing. Frequent
intense grazing before plants
reach the three-leaf stage
reduces recovery of tiller
numbers and recovery time.
Pasture renewal

Start thinking about pasture
renewal early so paddocks can
be properly prepared.

Body condition score

Assessing cows” BCS in
mid-February to mid-March
determines if actions are
required and helps plan
for autumn, e.g. drying oft
decisions, OAD and feeding.

Have a BCS plan

A number of strategies
will allow you to achieve BCS
targets at calving. Drafting
cows based on BCS, age and
time of calving; milking OAD,
and running more than one
herd may be appropriate.
‘What to do when it rains -
managing after the dry

How much rain does it take to
break a drought?

After a long dry period
significant rain is required.
50mm+ is sufficient to return
soil moisture deficits to within
15% of field capacity.

It is better to apply nitrogen
sooner rather than later — apply
after 20-25mm of rain or more.

Feeding supplement after a
very dry summer

Available pasture can halve
after rain as can decay causing
cows to be underfed. Up to fifty
percent of the pasture available
before rain is lost as it quickly
decays.

To avoid under feeding,
it may be important to have

supplement available to feed
out after rain. If feeding out
before the drought the amount
required after rain will at least
double in the first 7-10 days,
reducing as pasture cover
improves.

After autumn rain and very
rapid pasture growth there is
the opportunity to increase
pasture cover by keeping on
a slow rotation. Do not speed
up the rotation to fully feed
the herd as this will not allow
pasture covers to increase.
Nitrogen (N)

Use of fertiliser N can result
in pasture responses of up
to 12kg DM/kg N. Autumn
nitrogen responses vary
considerably.

The only certainty to
applying N fertiliser after
the autumn rains is the grass
will be greener. After a severe
drought, nitrogen applications
can be delayed for two weeks
after it has rained as the soil has
good reserves of mineralised
nitrogen and pastures take time
to recover. The response period
to autumn applied N fertiliser is
over three months and this has
to be considered when making
the final drying off' decision i.e.
the response of 12kg DM/kg N
does not occur over a 2-3-week
period.

| SETTING NEW STANDARDS

5.5M DISC ROLLER IN STOCK - POA

6M KARAT 9 IN STOCK - POA

HEVA DISC ROLLER CONTOUR SERIES LEMKEN KARAT 9 CULTIVATOR

trailing equipment. o Flexibility of primary tillage, e Individual tine protection.
seedbed preparation, deep mixing

and ripping in one machine.

Multi-functional stubble
cultivators, work effectively

near the surface and at depth. * Available in mounted, rigid or

folding; and semi-mounted,
folding in working widths of
3-7m.

Contour XL equipped with bigger,
more effective, 610mm discs. Raised
frame for optimum soil flow.

Available in both trailed and
threepoint linkage. Range of roller
options. Working widths from 2.5-8m.

Integrated levelling discs leave a
smooth, even finish.

DSD technology automatically
changes the angle of the discs

as they peneirate the soil e Traction enhancement system

reducing both slippage and fuel
consumption.

Hydraulic weight transfer
system ensures uniform tillage.

Use independently or in e QOptional heavy rollers.

combination with other

Freephone: 0800 EUROAG
EUROAGRI.CO.NZ

239 ALFORD FOREST RD,
ALLENTON, ASHBURTON

Q
EUroAgri
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Yard weaning benefits both growth
rates and calf health, trial shows

e0c00cc0000000000000000000000 ©ecccccccccc00cc00000000000000 eeccccccee

‘ ‘ Yard weaning involves keeping calves
in dry yards for four or five days after
weaning and giving them access to high
quality silage or hay (quality is important)
as well as clean, fresh water. ’ ’

e0c00cc0000000000000000000000 ©ecccccccccc00cc00000000000000 eeccccccee

ith calf weaning about

to get underway,
farmers are being encouraged
to consider yard weaning as
an alternative to traditional
paddock weaning.

In Australian trials, yard
weaned calves were 15.3kg
heavier after three months
and had a lower incidence of
respiratory disease compared to
paddock weaned calves.

Yard weaned cattle were
found to be easier to handle
over their lifetime and were
more likely to adjust quickly
to feedlot or cell grazing
systems, improving the
chance of superior weight
gain.

A farm trial carried out in
Gisborne showed even more
impressive results, with the
yard weaned Angus/Hereford/

Simmental cross calves gaining
10kg over the six and a half day
yard weaning trial compared to
0.5kg in the paddock weaned
calves. All calves were around
140 days old.

Yard weaning involves
keeping calves in dry yards for
four or five days after weaning
and giving them access to high
quality silage or hay (quality
is important) as well as clean,
fresh water.

To help socialise the calves,
at least one person should walk
through the yards at least twice
a day without dogs.

Calves between 180kg and
260kg should be allowed at least
4m square/head while smaller
calves should be allocated 2.5m
square/head. It is important
calves are kept reasonably close
together as this helps quieten

Trials in Australia and also Gisborne have shown that yard weaning of calves has great benefit to both

growthrates and overall health.

them down.
Another farm trial in NZ
highlighted the importance of

providing good quality feed for
the calves in the yards, as well
as the on-going benefits of

running noticeably quieter more
settled cattle.
- B+LNZ

WIN YOUR CRUSH IN 2023

WOPA Hoof Trimming Crush

The crush your cows prefer

Faster and easier to use

e Care and attention to every component, from bolted
joints to high quality steel.

e Construction and materials that can handle stress for
maximum durability and safety.

e Arrives assembled with optional add-on components
to adapt the WOPA for flexible on-farm use.

Standard Crush $6,735 *&t

To find out more, call us today!

Picture shows standard crush with some of the optional extras. T+C's apply. One
lucky winner drawn from Standard Wopa crush sales between 1/1/23 and 18/12/23,
and receive the cost of your crush $6735+gst back excluding accessories and freight.

Simply purchase a WOPA
standard crush and go into
the draw to win back the
value of your crush*

N
7, N
7 N

//////IIIIIH\\\\\\\\\

Since purchasing the WOPA
Crush we have improved the
ease of capture and restraining
of cows. Simple lifting of infected
legs. No problems with back
strain or arms getting crushed in
Vet races. The expense involved
with personal injury and
treatment from trimming hooves
has been removed. The whole
operation has been improved
and efficiently executed. Farm
staff look forward now to
trimming hooves.

- Shaun Pound - Pokene

“Supporting farmers to become the best they can be”

——
Farmlands
Card

Freephone 0800 833 463

Email info@veehof.co.nz

www.veehof.co.nz

&0 HOOF CARE SPECIALISTS %/

W@@Dﬂ@ﬁ@
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Enabling New Zealand
dairy farmers to meet
modern demands

Innovative
Agriculture

PPP

Equipment

Rotary and Herringbone e
feed systems, Silos and Hoppers, bt Cup support
milling systems, Flexi and sold * Accurate and simple to use

augers, Mineral & Molasses systems. Qg [:{aleVIg:1oI113Y-Tals MIe\WVA 1 F:T1p} lobTalel

We design, manufacture and install e Built-in safety features
according to your farm’s needs.

www.pppindustries.co.nz | sales@pppindustries.co.nz | 0800 901 902
SERVING FARMERS SINCE 1962
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Keeping the water trough in tip-top
shape with smart maintenance

otational preventative

maintenance will help
your water reticulation system
continue to deliver the right
stock water capacity for your
animals.

As you rotate stock to meet
grazing demands prior to
paddock changes, checking the
performance of your valve will
ensure that troughs remain
full and eliminate pooling from
leaking valves.

This is not only best practice
but also means that during
times of high demand the
trough valves are operating at
their optimum.

Trough valve maintenance
may hot often be top of mind,
but it’s vital for a healthy water
system.

An annual cycle of water-
related maintenance is
particularly important prior to
summer when dry periods place
increased demand on the water
system.

Servicing is recommended
once every twelve months
and in some cases, depending
on the severity of winter
and the valve’s exposure to

the elements, the servicing
recommendation can be every
six months.

‘When maintaining the valves
it is important for sleeve or
plunger-type valves to have a
non-petroleum-based grease
applied to ensure the longevity
of O-rings and other rubber

components. Do not use
Vaseline as it will only create
issues, not resolve them.

The ability to isolate the water
supply to the trough will make
maintenance easy and the best
solution is to have the ball valve
inline prior to the trough valve.

The valve can be either

plastic or brass depending on
the installer’s preference.

Retrofitting a valve can be
difficult unless the area in
question can be isolated at
another point. For best practice,
the isolation valves should be
included when the water system
is installed.

Variations in water quality can
provide a real challenge on farm.
The particles that create build-
up in a trough valve are often
not visible to the naked eye.

The surrounding topography
should be a consideration when
choosing a valve. If the area
is prone to gravel, lime and
other particles in the water,
the recommendation would be
to avoid diaphragm activated
products or make sure that you
have a good filtration system
that can eliminate any particles
fouling the valve.

With new installations it’s a
good idea to flush all lines prior
to installing trough valves to
eliminate any foreign matter
from the system.

Initial signs of problems are
leaking valves or valves that
are not shutting oft' completely.
The issue could be as simple as
sand, grit, grass or even insects.

The offending matter may
have lodged in your trough
valve, reducing the ability
of the valve to operate at
maximum. When conducting
maintenance, replacing all
moving parts is best practice.

TARANAKI ENGINEERING SOLVING A NATIONWIDE
FRUSTRATION WITH LEAKING BALLCOCKS

FILTRATION
CANTERBURY

Are you happy with your
drinking water? Do you know
for sure that it's an acceptable
quality? Does it taste good? The
water we put into our bodies
determines our health to a

large extent. The average adult
human is made up of 60% water
so it better be good!

Long arm (300mm) 10mm diameter water port
Short Arm (100mm) 6mm diameter water port
Does not stick open Does not stick shut
No internal parts Easily serviced
Seal face is continually flushed clean by incoming water Mobile:
Email:

Manufactured by
Specialist Stainless Steel Products Limited
0800 175 720
www.sisballcock.co.nz ¢ sales@sisballcock.co.nz

Free phone:

Alford Forest
RD 1 Ashburton 7771

www filtrationcanterbury.co.nz
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Freshwater farm plans; the what,
the why, the when and the how...

Freshwater farm plans will
provide a practical way for
farmers to meet freshwater
outcomes. The Ministry for
Environment is encouraging
those who manage or work on
farms to understand how the
freshwater farm plan system
will benefit them.

‘Who needs a freshwater farm
plan?

All farmers with:

- 20 hectares or more in arable
or pastoral use

- 5 hectares or more in
horticultural use

- 20 hectares or more of
combined use.

What freshwater farm plans

are

They are a legal instrument
established under Part 9A of
the RMA (sections 217A to
217M).

Freshwater farm plans will
identify practical actions on-
farm that help improve your
local waterways. Actions will be
tailored to a particular farm’s
physical environment and what
is important in the catchment
that farm is in.

Freshwater farm plans will

build from existing plans

but are not the same as farm

environment plans.

The final design of the
freshwater farm plans and wider
system has been informed by
submissions, analysis and user
testing. This includes extensive
on-farm testing.

Why are freshwater farm

plans needed?

The health of freshwater
is vital for the health of
people, the environment, and
economy. However freshwater
quality is declining. It is
being impacted by urban
development, agriculture,
horticulture, forestry and
other activities.

Current regulation has not
been able to halt the decline in
many of our waterways.

Freshwater farm plans
are part of the Essential
Freshwater package introduced
n 2020 to:

- stop further degradation of
New Zealand’s freshwater
resources and improve water
quality within five years

- reverse past damage and bring
New Zealand’s freshwater

resources, waterways and
ecosystems to a healthy state
within a generation.
‘When do farmers need to
have freshwater farm plans in
place?

Freshwater farm plan
regulations are expected to be
ready for rollout from mid 2023.

The regulations will take
effect region by region, with
the rollout schedule for the 16

regional and unitary council

areas informed by:

- existing farm planning
infrastructure

- the investment needed in
capability and capacity

Boraman
Consultants

Irrigation measurement &
monitoring specialists

What we do:
Hydrology & Open Channel Measurement
Flow Meters Installation & Verification

What we sell:
Flow Meters
Data Loggers & Telemetry

Water Quality Sampling & Programs
Effluent Monitoring Pond Leakage Tests
Soil Moisture Sensor Installation & Service

03 688 5539

Soil Moisture Sensors Probes & Strips
Weather Stations & Rain Gauges
Automatic Irrigation Gates

free consultation
www.boraman.co.nz



Regional council alignment
with and progress on the
development of new freshwater

regional plans as required under

the National Policy Statement
for Freshwater Management
2020.

The first regions for roll
out in 20238 are: Southland,
Gisborne, Waikato

Pilot projects ran in late 2022
in these regions to test the
freshwater farm plan process
at a catchment level. These
were joint projects between the
relevant regional council, iwi,
hapu, and runanga, MfE, and
MPI.

Subsequent regions for
rollout are set out below;
these remain indicative, noting
regulations will not formally
take effect in a region until they
are activated by a Ministerial
decision (note — the dates for
rollout in these regions have yet
to be confirmed):

Hawke’s Bay, Otago, West
Coast, Bay of Plenty, Greater
Wellington, Horizons,
Taranaki, Marlborough,
Tasman/Nelson, Environment
Canterbury, Chathams,
Northland, Auckland.

How do the freshwater farm
plans fit in with the wider
regulatory system?

Freshwater farm plans can
demonstrate how regulatory
requirements are being met on
farms such as those from the:

- National Environmental
Standards for Freshwater

2020

- nitrogen-cap regulations

- stock exclusion regulations

- Intensive winter grazing
regulations

- regional plans and consent
requirements.

- Freshwater farm plans and
stock exclusion regulations

are complementary ways to

manage stock exclusion.
How will the freshwater farm
plans be more flexible than
previous regulations?

It’s widely known and
understood that ‘one size does
not fit all’ when it comes to
on-farm solutions. Freshwater

L] www.guardianonline.co.nz WATER FEATURE n

tarm plans will be built using
available local information and
updated over time.

They will include a risk-based
tailored approach to mitigating
impacts on freshwater. This
will help ensure that mitigation
actions have real impact and are
effective and practical.

You will be able to work with
the certifier and farm advisor(s)
to ensure that your vision and
values are captured within your
freshwater farm plan.

— More information can be
sourced from the Ministry for
Environment.

BACK UP YOUR INVESTMENT WITH
UALITY PARTS

NOW Stocking yellow hydraulic gear boxes

o Complete centre pivot driveline components:
gearboxes, centre-drives, booster pumps,
end guns, wheels and tyres...and more

« UMC EXCLUSIVE NZ Aftermarket Distributor

FIVE YEAR

MANUFACTURER’S

WARRANTY

Senninger @Acm-m;:—:cr @8 UMC EXCLUSIVE NZ Aftermarket Distributor

PIVOT
PARTS

NZ LTD

Call today 03 307 2662

For quality products at a great price visit www.pivotparts.co.nz

Qo
SPECIALISTS IN IRRIGATION DRIVELINE COMPONENTS ®/_\@




NZ’s longest running Field Days
back for another year

outh Island Agricultural

Field Days is one of the
oldest and largest agricultural
events in the South Island,
going back over 70 years.

It focuses on opportunities
to view machines in their
working state and reinforces
the relationship between
farmers, service providers,
scientists and technical
experts.

The main aim of the South
Island Agricultural Field Days
(SIAFD) is to give farmers and
others in the rural sector the
opportunity to see the latest
in agricultural machinery and
services that are available on
the market, particularly home-
grown products.

In past years the event
attracts approximately 20,000-
30,000 visitors over the course
of three days.

SIAFD is:

* New Zealand’s longest

o oo b
* New Zealand’s biggest

demonstrative Field Days

* The South Island’s largest developing the site, running * One of the few Field Days and compare products The 20238 edition of South
2023 Field Days the event or are to allocate sites based on * Committed to the Island Agricultural Field Days

* A non-profit organisation — given away as community industry — making it easy for development of its volunteer  is set to be held on March 29,
all surplus goes back into donations or scholarships visitors to find members 30 and 21 at Kirwee.

Specialising in FULLY INSULATED Kennels

SITE
530

I Locally owned & operated.

[vI Heavy duty dog kennels & motels.

[Vl Domestic & commercial size kennels.

[V1 Built to your requirements or custom projects.

Ph: 02108165922

www.southerncrossdogkennels.com

Like us on
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She’s a full house at SIAFD 2023

he no vacancy sign is

already up for exhibitors
at the 2023 South Island
Agricultural Field Days.

At the end of January
organisers of the hugely
successful event were able to
announce the event was a sell
out with all exhibitor sites
snatched up with a waitlist
created for anyone who missed
the cut but still wished to be a
part of the event.

And that will mean that
anyone with an interest in
agriculture and a desire to be up
to date with all the latest trends,
equipment and machinery will
want to be on site on one of the
three-days of this year’s event
on March 29, March 30 and
March 31.

Held every two years, the
event has continually grown in
stature and still remains New
Zealand longest and biggest
demonstrative Field Days.

Controlled, organised and
run by a tireless group of
volunteers who work hard to
ensure that each edition runs
without a hitch there’s been
a huge amount of work once
again go into the 2023 Field
Days which will again be held
in Kirwee.

Speaking to media, committee
chairman Hayden Dorman said

The 2023 South Island Agricultural Field Days are a sell out with all exhibitor sites snapped up.

with the shackles of Covid
rapidly disintegrating there was
strong expectation for a huge
crowd to be in attendance this
year and with news of the full
house sign going up, there’s
going to be a bit of something
for everyone.

And in turn, with Covid
supply chain pressures easing
exhibitors will be able to
showcase some of the latest,
most exciting products on the
market.

“The exhibitors, who are
either already booked, or about

to, appreciate having the space
and facilities to showcase and
demonstrate their equipment
to visitors who mean business,
who are coming because they
want to see just how well it
performs in field,” Dorman told
the Otago Daily Times.

PHOTO: SIAFD FACEBOOK

Work has been undertaken
since 2021 when the event
was last held to upgrade
and improve the facilities at
Kirwee including an expanded
electricity provider, new paved
roads and a new-look water

supply.
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MAINTAINING A HEALTHY FLOW

We’ll see you at the South Island Field Days.
Site #271-272

0800 577 583 | www.morrisonagri.co.nz | info@morrisonagri.co.nz




All you need to know before
you arrive at SIAFD 2023

GETTING THERE those that attract a large Areas of crop available
Getting in and out of the number of genuine enquiries, for demonstrations are as

2021 South Island Agricultural ~ are active stands with follows: 4ha barley stubble for

Field Days will be quick and demonstrations likely to attract  cultivation,1ha maize for

easy for anyone arriving in attention, and are tidy and silage and cultivation, and 4ha

Kirwee from any direction. The  stafted efficiently. of grass for bales/silage. There

Field Days will open at 8am CAMPERVANS/ will be an ATV demonstration

each day and will close and 5pm ~ MOTORHOMES/ RVs course if there is enough

with all routes into the event Overnight parking or interest.

well sign posted for easy traffic ~ camping is not permitted on the ~ DOGS

flow. SIAFD site or in the carpark, Dogs are not permitted at

FOOD AND however less than 5 SIAFD with the exception of

REFRESHMENTS minutes down the road the guide dogs and police dogs.
There will be a number of Courtenay A&P Showgrounds Please leave your dogs at home.

lunch, coffee, and food stalls in Kirwee are offering camping.

available on site with the Charges: $10 per

SIAFD preferred caterer. This night for power, or $5 per

will be the only official licensed night non-power sites.

site. SIAFD will be accepting CATERING & FOOD

a very small number of other VENDORS

food vendors. There will be a number of

ALCOHOL lunch, coftee, and food stalls
The SIAFD bar will be open available on site with the

until 6:00pm on Wednesday to SIAFD preferred caterer

Friday. They will be the only ofticial
ATM licensed site and will be

There will be an ATM on site  accepting a very small number
located near the office. of other food vendors.
BEST SITE AWARD COFFEE

A prize valued at $500 for the There are many coftee
best large site and best small options around the grounds
site will be awarded by the including one at each entrance.

SIAFD committee. COMPARATIVE
The winning sites will be DEMONSTRATIONS :

you at the

Come meet your local Catalyst Agronomists
over a barbeque and drinks at the

South Island Field Days and see what
Performance Agronomy™could do for you.

1191 Courtenay Road, Kirwee
Wednesday 29 - Friday 31 March
gam-5pm

Satalyst




Enabling New Zealand dairy farmers
to meet modern demands

Rotary and Herringbone

feed systems, Silos and Hoppers,
milling systems, Flexi and sold
augers, Mineral & Molasses systems.
e Accurate and simple to use

e High durability and low maintenance
e Built-in safety features

7,685 +GsT
Sheep Jetter

Sheep dipping...made easier!

InCIUding: MANUFACTURED FROM
o Jetter Unlt STAINLESS
e Hose Kit STEEL

\ - > 4

e Pump & Motor
* Delivery to nearest main centre

Dairy and Pig farms,
Meat works & Truck wash stations
e Inspection door to check screen

¢ Reinforced stainless steel screen
e Tungsten tipped auger

We offer nation-wide back up support. Serving farmers since 1962.

See us at 0800 901 902
M172 sales@pppindustries.co.nz
www.pppindustries.co.nz

Innovative

PPP

Agriculture
Equipment
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PRECISION FERTILISER
APPLICATION

Proof of placement Ryt

Adam has an enduring connection to dairy farming - he
grew up on a dairy farm and spent time dairy farming.

This practical farming knowledge combined with a period as a

Rural Banker means Adam can provide an unparalleled level of
expertise when you’re looking to sell your most valuable asset.

Whether you’re looking to sell or just want to stay up to date
with the market, give Adam a call for a confidential chat.

Adam Whitelock
027 408 3424 | adam.whitelock@bayleys.co.nz

'WHALAN AND PARTNERS LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

AGRICULTURAL FIELD DAYS

MARCH 29-31 2023, KIRWEE

We are one of the oldest and largest agricultural events in the South Island; going back 70 years. SIAFD focuses on opportunities to view
machines in their working state and reinforcing the relationship between farmers, service providers, scientists and technical experts.

The main aim of the South Island Agricultural Field Days (SIAFD) is to give farmers and others in the rural sector the
opportunity to see the latest in agricultural machinery and services that are available on the market, particularly
home grown products.

Nowadays the event attracts between 20,000 and 25,000 visitors over the course of three days.
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Building your new farm track by
following the basic principles

Having a broad

understanding of

the principles, process

and issues that can

arise when building

a track should help

when dealing with

contractors. Here

are some basic

race construction

principles to follow.

* Remove all grass
and topsoil

e Construct a sound
base with strong
foundation material

* Provide adequate
compaction

¢ Provide a suitable
walking surface

¢ Crown the race

¢ Construct an
efficient drainage
system

¢ Fence cows out
of the drain but
ensure access for
cleaning

e Include a
maintenance
programme in the

budget
& Understanding the positives and negatives of the process of building a track is vital for farmers.

Pulsar Night Vision & Thermal Imaging

Ideal for security, pest control, crop and livestock management

& PULSAR

ADVANCED Visit us at SIAFD 2023 undercover site C77

OPTICS Web:www.advancedoptics.nz - Phone 03 970 0570
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good track is constructed
in layers. A foundation,
or base layer, is formed with a
surface, or wearing layer, placed
on top.

The base layer provides
the structural support for the
surface layer —if it is weak
the surface layer may break
up and collapse. If water can
penetrate into the base layer it
may lose its strength resulting
in potholes.

The surface layer has
two functions: to provide a
comfortable surface for cows to
walk on and to shed water to
protect the structural integrity
of the track.

Each layer should be
thoroughly mechanically
compacted using vibrating
rollers. Loose, open layers have
much less strength than well-
consolidated ones. Cow traftic
does not provide an adequate
substitute for mechanical
compaction.

Foundation (base) layer

Topsoil and grass are not
suitable for use in the base layer
and should be removed before
beginning construction.

The base should be made
up of layers, each up to 150
mm deep. After each 150mm
layer is laid, it should be firmly
compacted before the next is
added.

Consider the following when
selecting materials
* Moist sub-surface soil is a

Having a good foundation, or base layer will be the start of a strong and durable track or laneway.

* Material dug out to make
effluent ponds or the material
removed from the table drains
may be used, provided it is not
topsoil.

Use gravels, pit metal, or
rotten rock but not river
gravel.

Soft clay is unsuitable for use
in foundations unless stabilised
with other materials.
Hydrated lime, evenly spread
and uniformly incorporated to
a depth of 125mm, will allow
soft clays to become stable
once compacted.

Cement can be used as a
stabiliser in base layers — the
usual recommendation is 1-4%
of the total.

If the material available

does not create a satisfactory

EARTH MOVING AND CONSTRUCTION FEATURE

a ‘geotextile’ (an industrial
fabric used in earthworks) to
cover the shaped based layer,
before adding the surface layer.
Geotextiles allow water to
pass through but they hold
soil and rock in place and
will prevent the surface layer
from being pushed into the
foundation layer, particularly
by heavy traffic.

Surface layer

* The creation of a satisfactory
track surface requires
compaction into a hard,
smooth, wear resistant layer,
with a minimum of particles
that can cut or bruise feet.

* It should be 100 — 150 mm
thick. Topsoil and grass
provide a soft cushioned
surface for cows to walk on

the rigours of frequent use.

* The surface layer is usually
made from a mixture of fine
materials — often sand, pumice,
limestone, sandstone, zeolite,
woodchips, small stones and
clay.

Consider the following when
choosing materials

* Crushed limestone (5-6 mm) —
check local lime for suitability.
It is generally spread as a 50-
100 mm layer and needs firm
compaction.

* Sand alone does not make an
ideal surface — it is abrasive
on cows’ feet and washes away
too readily.

* Well rounded gravel, less
than 25 mm in diameter,
is preferable to large
stones. Large stones can

surface susceptible to water
penetration and damage.

Fine particles of clay will

fill the gaps between larger
particles, binding it together.
It also gives the surface a long
wearing and smooth finish.
Incorporating 0.3-1% cement
into the clay capping mixture
can help stabilise the surface
and prolong its life.

To check if a material is
appropriate for a top surface,
a small sample rock should
shatter under the heel of your
gumboot when ground against
a concrete surface. Trialling
small loads of proposed
materials will show which are
going to work and which are
not.

Concrete tracks can be useful
in areas of high rainfall as
they provide a clean track

and reduce mud on udders.
However they do require
management at the boundary
between the concrete and
paddocks. A section of lime
fines at the intersection can
help stones fall oft’ before they
get on to the concrete.

A track on a steep slope

can mean water runs down
the lane before running off
the side — resulting in long
water scours in the surface
layer. Ideally, design tracks to
minimise slope, even if it adds
distance it will be worthwhile
as maintenance issues will be
reduced.

suitable material. foundation, it is possible to use but are unable to withstand be kicked aside, leaving the Continued on P38
Continuous Spouting Tarbotton
Land &Civil
10 YEAR g h —

GUARANTEE Land
Development

We pride and Civil

ourselves on our Siteworks

workmanship & the Done Right

quality continuous

] 30 years of local knowledge and
S po u't| ng prOd u C‘t experience makes us the right people
L. to talk to when it comes to earthmoving
We Oﬁe r LeSS JO' nS and civil siteworks. We explore every
. angle of a project upfront to ensure it

red U CeS th e I’ISk runs smoothly and efficiently. For us,
being the best isn’t about getting a job

Of |eakS . done fastest, or cheapest. It’s about
getting it Done Right.

Call Ben . . :
Find out how we will get your project
03 308 4380 or Done Right at tarbotton.co.nz
027 390 1027 N

anny

www.alpscontinuousspouting.com
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Adequate drainage when building a laneway or track is paramount.

L] www.guardianonline.co.nz

From P37
Drain Types
Table

Creating table drains at the
sides of the track helps to take
water away, maintaining track
condition. The recommended
size for table drains is 300 mm
deep and 1 metre wide.

Spur

Spur drains should be
installed every 40 to 80
metres to empty the table
drains on to paddocks - not
to a watercourse. Spur drains
should be closer together on
steeper slopes.
Lateral

Small lateral drains should
be cut into the tracks to allow
water to flow away. Not all
of the grassy edge should be
removed as this is necessary to
maintain the structure of the
track.

‘Water Table Depth

Adequate water table depth

is essential to good drainage -
ensure the water table is a least
600 mm below the surface to
aid the draining of water away
from the track.

A water table close to the
surface will hinder drainage and
may cause the track to become
wet, reducing its structural

integrity and increasing its
chance of collapse.

[t may be necessary to build
your track above the paddock
level in areas with a high
water table to ensure drainage
occurs.

— Information courtesy of
DairyNZ

O%

INTEREST
ON TRACKED

EXCAVATORS

FROM 1.8 TO 27 TONNE

D=

JCB

CONSTRUCTION

Contact Power
Farming Ashburton
to find out more

03 307 7153

*Terms and conditions apply. Finance subject to DLLs normal lending criteria. 0% interest rate with monthly payments over 24 months and GST back month 3. Finance deal applies to all tracked excavators (base machine only). Offer ends 3 Ist March 2023 or while stocks last.

Simon Jackson
027 512 7205

Tom Wells
027 706 4147

Nigel Douglas :ARMING

027 263 9185

@ © O Power Farming Ashburton
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Simple, Safe Storage

key toyields

Maize crop plant populations will
continue to increase as part of

the ongoing drive to lift maize yields,
says visiting United States maize
expert Professor I'red Below.

Professor Below, who was keynote
speaker at the Foundation for Arable
Research’s Premier Maize Event in
Hamilton, says this will trigger other
management changes including a shift
to narrower row spacings.

While average maize yields in the
US go up and down depending on
the weather, overall these lift about
one tonne every seven to eight years
because of improved genetics and
better management.

Associated with this is a linear
increase in the number of plants. In
the US, plant populations go up about
900 plants per hectare per year and are
currently almost 79,000 plants/ha.

“This will continue to increase,
despite the high seed cost.”

Yield is based on three key
components, the number of plants per
hectare, kernels in each plant and the
weight of each kernel.

“To increase maize yield, you have
to increase at least one of these.
Which one do you have the most
control over? Its plants per hectare,”
says Professor Below, of the Crop

Physiology Laboratory, University of
[llinois.

Professor Below calculates that
the maximum plant population in
the US at a 76cm row spacing is
93,000 plants/ha. “Over that, you
are at risk of competition, shading
and lodging.”

FAR senior maize researcher David
Densley says New Zealand conditions
mean that the upper limit for plant
populations will be higher than in
the US before the need to switch to
narrower rows.

“Our cooler nights and even cooler
days and fewer extreme temperatures
allows more plants to be grown, but
there will still be a tipping point.”

Professor Below’s research team
have made a major investment in trial
work to compare 76cm and 51cm
rows. “One huge advantage of narrow
rows is that they can intercept more
light and manage a higher population
of plants.”

A planting rate of' 109,000 plants/
ha in a 76cm row resulted in a plant-
to-plant spacing of 12.2cm, which is
too close for grain production, but may
be manageable for silage. “You don’t
want to sit too close to someone at
the dinner table, you want some elbow
room. Maize plants are the same.”

Recognised by industry as a sensible, viable option for effluent
management

Made by Labaronne CITAF the French company who
invented the Flexi Tank in 1959

Fast installation & easy base preparation

The Original Flexible Tank storage system
Cost effective storage solution
Safe - tank is fully enclosed

10 Year manufacturer's
warranty

Up to 20 year life
expectancy

Depreciable asset
Water Storage

Seismic safe

Storage size
range 1m3
- 2000m3

¢ srored®

oy EEVT

Paveco.

Covering all your
concrete needs.

* Dairy yards * Wintering barns * Silage/feed pads

* Driveways * Floor slabs * Paths/patios

For high quality concrete placing, contact Martyn Wheeler on 027 4508196 today.

13 Robinson Street, Riverside Industrial Estate, Ashburton

Phone 03 307 6466 — www.paveco.co.nz




Management of farm machinery -

there’s no more important job

hen it comes to the

agricultural sector, the
maintenance of farm machinery
and equipment is the most
important aspect. With prices
sky-rocketing and supply
demands lean there’s never
been a more important time to
ensure that your gear is being
kept up to standard to reduce
the chance of breakdowns and
issues throughout the busiest
season. Issues arising can be
one of the biggest impacts
on productivity and then
ultimately profit. Here’s some
key steps to take to ensure your
farm machinery is kept up to
working standard.

Maintenance, maintenance,
maintenance. ...

[t really can’t be stressed
enough — upholding a regular
and thorough lubrication of
all farm machinery can in the
long run, save you thousands
of dollars and plenty of hours
stuck on the edge of the field.

Lubrication prevents friction
and friction is one of the major
causes of breakdowns in farm
machinery constantly. But it
doesn’t just start and stop with

Regular maintenance and checking of your farm machinery can save you plenty in the long run.

lubrication. A build of debris
and dirt is also a major cause
of issue so regular cleaning out
and wiping down of vital parts
of your machine is critical.

A first-class service....

Regular inspections and
ensuring your machinery is

constantly kept up to servicing
and checks from mechanics

and specialists can be the best
decision you'll make on the
farm. It gets hectic and it can
be easy to take the, she’ll be
right approach, but by regularly
getting your machinery checked

over you can save yourself
plenty in the long run.

A masterclass in operation

You can have your
machinery running at it’s
absolute optimum, but unless
you've got the right person
in control of it you're on a

pathway to trouble. Ensuring
that operators are fully aware
of what’s required of them in
terms of maintenance and use
of each piece of machinery on
your property can be critical
to production and profit levels.
Make sure the operating
manuals are within reach

for any piece of machinery
but be prepared to give a
breakdown in a simpler format
if required.

An eye for detail.. ..

You know your machinery
better than anyone else. You
know how when it’s operating
at its best and can readily tell
when something isn’t quite
right. Use that knowledge to
your advantage, look for the
signs and be willing to lend a
few minutes to observing and
listening to your machinery
to ensure everything is as it
should be. That extends to
how you store your machinery
too. Ensure it’s kept in a good
environment for minimising the
risk of animal intrusion, or the
damage that can be caused by
weather, particularly when it
comes to rain and rust.

Looking to increase

milk production?

What you get out of your dairy production depends on what you put
into it. Fortunately, with Cates, you won't be putting in all the hard

work alone. Our team of Agronomists are here to ensure you get the best
results possible from your pasture, and that you can reap the full benefits
of the latest advancements in research and development. So, speak to us
and let's grow together.

cates.co.nz

CONTINUOUS FLOW
GRAIN DRYERS

PMR GRAIN SYSTEMS

CROP STORAGE AND HANDLING SYSTEMS
AVAILABLE SOUTH ISLAND WIDE

5 HP FANS TO
50 HP FANS

TIMBER
DRIVE-OVER
DRYING
FLOORS
Also air
tunnels, fans
and heaters
etc all sizes
suitable for
all crops.

CROP DRYING
FANS & CONSTANT
HUMIDITY GAS
BURNERS

Dairy Feed and Crop Storage Specialists <. Pmr Dairy Feed and Crop Storage Specialists

Tel: 03 303 7266 | Email: paul@pmr.co.nz

WWW.pmr.co.nz
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)
People doing business with people

Out and About

Catch up with the team
at Euroagri in the coming
weeks at one of the A&P
Shows or Events they are
attending.

Maytield A & P Show —
March 11

Methven A & P Show —
March 18

South Island Agricultural
Field Days —
March 29, 30 & 31

t's all about people doing

business with people.

All machines brought into
New Zealand are top-level
products in their own countries,
which focus on worldwide
research and development, and
this, combined with the local
experience, and local knowledge
of EuroAgri’s own team
becomes a recipe for success.

For management & staft’ of
EuroAgri, sustainability, and
looking after future generations
of farmers are major aims. James
McCloy, General Manager,
believes excellent service and
support, along with competitive
prices, are what New Zealand
tarmers look for. He and the
small team of hands-on staft

are committed to ensuring the
success of their products both
now and into the future.

Machine setup, help and
guidance are all part of our
service and if the time arises,
they are only a phone call away
to answer any questions or
provide further support.

They also carry a
comprehensive parts stock
holding, knowing how crucial
it is to keep machines running
round the clock. Parts are
freighted throughout the
country or can simply be
collected from their premise.

Although they might be in
the centre of the South Island,
clients are spread far and wide,
from the southern most tip of
the South Island to the top of
the North.

Why? Clients value the
reliable brands because they
are designed for rugged
European conditions, which are
very similar to those in New
Zealand, but most importantly,
they perform. While the
Northern hemisphere winters
may be more severe, similar
soil types and topography
are experienced, and farming
systems, methods and culture
are compatible.

If you are looking for a good
quality used machine of any
make and model, please contact
the sales team: James McCloy
or Mark Smitheram. With
many years in the industry,
their extensive contacts often
mean they may just be able
to get their hands on the
machinery you're after.

MACHINERY SALES
& CONSULTANTS

We have the
tools to be
efficient,
SO you can get
on and spend
your time

where its more
important &
effective.

ALL AGRINZ

www.allagri.co.nz

Blair 027 333 6616 ¢ Chris 027 338 6616

Terry 027 344 6616

Bulk fuel supply, second to none.

Rural, farm and commercial customers
rely on RD Petroleum’s premium delivery
service for bulk fuel supply that is fast,
efficient, cost effective and delivered

on time, every time.

Experience the RD Petroleum
difference.

-

petroleum

South Island wide | 0800 44 00 14 ‘ www.rdp.co.nz
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Thomson onto a winner in shearing

After hearing | had a background in
physical jobs he said you should become a
shearer and I said, Okay, haha.”

North Canterbury sports

hope who once dreamed of
riding winners on the racetrack
has found a niche winning as a
shearer.

Having had fleeting moments
with the champion Winx and
a Gai Waterhouse Melbourne
Cup runner while helping work
racehorses in New South Wales,
Lydia Thomson of Rangiora,
abandoned dreams of being a
raceday jockey because of what
was needed to keep-down the
weight.

Two years ago, at the age of
29, she took to shearing and is
now making every post a winner,
a victory at the Inangahua A
and P Show’s Reefton Shears
early last month, - ironically at
a racecourse - being her eighth
win, in 12 Junior shearing
finals in the three months of
competition in the 2022-2023
season, more than anyone else in
any grade in about 30 shows to
date on the Shearing Sports New
Zealand calendar.

There were alas just two in
her grade in Reefton, but with
a couple of national title wins

earlier in the season she was set
to shear at major shearing and
woolhandling events through
February and in early March,
culminating at the Golden Shears
goal in Masterton on March 2-4.

“I'll have to shear a lot better
than than I did in my Juniors,
that’s for sure,” she said.

Thomson had travelled about
240km to find out she was in the
proverbial two-horse race, with
Just one opponent, making it a
comparative shot’s-eye of adding
Reefton to the season’s other
wins, at shows in Rangiora,
Ashburton, Christchurch,
Nelson, Duvauchelle, Winton,
and Tapawera.

They included national titles
at the Corriedale championships
in Christchurch and the
Crossbred Lambs championships
at Winton, she was also runner-
up in the Waimate Shears’ New
Zealand longwool championship
and the fullwool championships
at Lumsden.

‘While disappointed with
the turnout in her grade in the
Reefton Shears — she didn’t reckon
she “deserved” to claim another

Lydia Thomson has swapped the hustle and bustle of horse racing in

New South Wales and is right at home with a shearing blade in hand

these days.

red ribbon in the circumstances,
she did make the most of the trip
better of the day by teaming with
Senior shearer Jock Fitzpatrick

to win possibly the first match
between a machine shearing team
and a blade shearing team.

They shore four sheep each,
and beat a team of former New
Zealand World Championships
team member Allen Gemmell
and Tim Hogg, both also from
Canterbury.

She also won a Junior and
Intermediate cleanshear a few

hours later at the Ikamatua Hotel.

Turning her back on the

PHOTO: SUPPLIED

horses, pre-training and
spelling operation The
Hermitage, at The Oaks, about
20 minutes from Camden, NSW
— where, she stresses, she didn’t
get to “personally” ride Winx

— Thomson returned to North
Canterbury, where she’'d grown-
up on a small block around
Oxford, with sheep, cattle,
chooks, pigs — and horses.

She had been doing a jockey’s
apprenticeship, and had the
weight down to 50kg, but says
she didn’t feel healthy doing it.

“How I got the shearing bug
was I was doing some part-time

shed-handing when a shearer
from an outside gang was on lend
for the day at one of our sheds,”
she said. “He just asked me what
my background of work was,

I told him I rode race horses in
Australia, and had done some
building work and labouring in
New Zealand over the years.”

“After hearing I had a
background in physical jobs
he said you should become a
shearer and I said, Okay, haha.”

The same shearer took her
“under his wing and taught me
to shear from the get go.

“I would go to sheds that he
was working at and shear the
last sides of some of his sheep
during the runs and shear
through the breaks,” she said.

“We would go and do some life
style blocks to get practice in too,
or when he wasn’t rostered on to
work we would set up a hungry
stand in sheds the other guys from
his crew were working,” Thomson
said. “Basically any chance I had
to get some practice in I took, till I
was ready to get my own stand.”

She’s in just her second season,
and said: “It was great to find
shearing, because it’s the only
job I've felt the same kind of
passion towards as I did at the
time as wanting to be a jockey.”

- By Doug Laing
Shearing Sports New Zealand

HARDWORKING, RELIABLE
FARMING & CONTRACTING

EQUIPMENT

HE-VA Disc Roller
Contour 5.5m

Multidrive with
Bredal Bin

HE-VE Heavy Duty

Lemken Karat 9 Tine Rejuvinator 6m

6.0m. The flexibility of primary tilage, seedbed
preparation, deep mixing and ripping in one

Multidrive MD4140
with Bredal K75 bin.

$69,995*

2015 model.
Demo use only.

2017 model, 5.5m,
levelling boards.

Claydon V3.45 Drill

PRI
REDUcEm

$19,995*

Strip Tillage Drill.
2005 model. Very

machine. Demo today. 320/95R46 & 600/60R28 tyres. Very tidy. tidy condition.
Spreadtested. Very tidy condition.
HE-VA Disc Roller - HE-VA Disc Roller
Kverneland DXP 4.5m Bredal B4 Contour series Vogel & Noot Plough Evers 6.3 Folding Roller Contour 6.5m
RE;R[}gED!
5.5M DISC ROLLER IN STOCK - POA
Very tidy, ready Excellent order Multi-functional stubble Vogel & Noot five 2015 model, 2016 model. $69,995*
for work. complete with cultivators, work effectively furrow Vari width Levelling boards, Farmer owned.
hydraulic drives and near the surface and at depth. plough. very tidy. Workshop Serviced.
Whitehead computer. Working widths from 2.5-8m. New discs fitted.

Freephone: 0800 EUROAG
EUROAGRI.CO.NZ

239 ALFORD FOREST RD,
ALLENTON, ASHBURTON

‘Excludes GST

Q.
EUroAgri
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

GIBB-GRO GROWTH

B[lI]K IN FOR YOUR SERVICE WITH

J’'s Conveying &

MALCOLM LOVET[ Contracting
ARRLAOLAYD AUTOMOTIVE LTD oo Dranch
- i TAKE HOME eep brenching,
Promotes quick 8am to Spm Mondgy to Friday. B U L PIE PACKS Injecting, Jetting & more
pasture growth Can pick Uph/_ C:ellver your Stack the freezer during the busy seasons
Only $6 per hectare venicie.
+ GST delivered Phone 03 308 9109
Corner Cass and Havelock St
0508-GIBB-GRO (use Cass St entrance)
Hunda sap\,ice 17 great flavours to choose from
(g42:247) Store Ashburton

www.gibb-gro.co.nz

Truckers Pie and Venison Pie is an extra charge. Locally owned and opera ted

PUBLIC NOTICE

A RARE
~ JOPPORTUNITYL

“The Proven One”
‘%‘

~ Pet Cremation ~

G U A | 2 D | A N Looking for a pet related business?

Well known and established Christchurch

Pet Crematorium is selling their
cremator & stock.

Genuine reason for sale. By negotiation.

G .
\J a I O C uS Please email your inquiry and details
to: lovingtributes@xtra.co.nz

We've got the South Island covered.

SHOWIIVIE:

431 Y12z
SEE THE BEST OF THE BEST!

TALL TALES FROM
THE VEGE PATCH »

WHEREAOHEVHERES ALALLE Fiididlld

RESEARGHIUN ANIMARABUSES BHAVERINNOUR TCAWEICHT
FIEEOTNTHYPASTIES! SHEARERSIGONEZ, JI15 21218 T meen

DREURESFUNINEHEDUIN G
MORRISONAGRI* Hil0ie@ BUNNY BUSTER AIR

HIGH POWER 1300+ FPS

FUSION somveoms RIS
CRANFORD ST ’-, Locally owned
2 SOCKBURN S R— vl
o 8 [
IEN

REDUCE YOUR ‘N’ BILL BY

== NEED MORE ~——— F !
SPACE AT YOUR ERBiRE
PLACE?
RIOUS SIZED CABI

(03) 379 8388

i

For advertising opportunities
contact Karen!

PH 021 309973

EMAIL karen.h@ theguardian.co.nz Dai ry FOCL[S

We've got the South Island covered. Dairv Focus
] www.guardianonline.co.nz ) alry




Looking for

DAIRY STALE

for next season?

CAN HELP
YOU FIND THE PERFECT CANDIDATES FOR
YOUR BUSINESS, ONSHORE OR OFFSHORE!

Contact us:

® 027 289 3446

@) contactetrinityemployment.co.nz

Recruitment
Immigration

Human Resources @ www.trinityemployment.co.nz
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